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( From the Morning Herald )

A most importaut ciscussion took place

last nizht in the House of Lords, on the |

subject of the plan for abelition
churoh rates.  We doubt

House of Commons will think of giving its
agnction to the hill after the statement of the
Archbishop of Canterbury and his anncunce-
meni of the decided opposition of 15 bi-
shops—almost all the bishops ncw in town
—against the ministerial measure. At all
events, we mav take for granted that ite ul-
timate success is out of the question.

The discussion was commenced by the
Archbishop of Canterbury, who, on pre-
senting petitions agzinst the abolition cf
church-rates, took occasion to notice

great number of petitions of the same de-

the |

scription which had been recectly poured |

into both Houses oi parhament.
ed this fact as an answer
that the general feeling of
in favour of the abolition.
he contended that the feeli:
rates was chiefly confined
populous districts. Withr
posed measure, the right re
declared—* But when 1 lock a
which has been submitted to the |
Commons, I cannot suppose that it
believed for a moment to be of
racter ; and I am surprised, na
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ered satisfactory to the clergy and
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from the church which, from tim
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benefit, I may ask ?

on account of any pecuuiary
my lords, itisnot: for the dissenter
dains to say tkat he feels it as a pec
burden; but he objects to it or
ground—that of principle; the principle
his objection being because it is a contribu-
tion to the maintenance of the established
church. This, my lords, is his objecti
And again—* If' the object of the svstem, as
al present exercised, Le exceptic nable, as is
jnsisted by those who are oppriseq to 1t, what
shall we say of the plan propesed? Tt
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We think we may almost venture tu pros
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nounce from this debate, ti at the fate ot the

measure, and, perbaps, of the ministry, 18 |

| already decided.
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neither more nor less than dezrading to the |

dignitaries of the church, and placing them

under the management of commis

doners in- |

vested with full powers of granting leases, |

of selling reversions, bay, of alienating the
preperty of the church. Now, «ho is s0
blind as not to see that the effect will be |
do not say that such 1s the ooject) to de
grade the gignitaries of the church, to
it the mildest term, making them mere
nuitiants, and to render them depes
upon the beard of commissioners, the
er portion of them nominaied by apd
the existing governmeut? There
come a time when the aggregate sum
obtaiued by this plan mi¢ht be swept away.”
After stating that these sentiments were not
merely his own, but had pean unanimously
adopted at a meeting of 15 bishops, the
most reverend prelate concluded by ex-
pressing his acd their determination to op-
pose a measure fraught with such injustice,
by every constitutional means in their
power. ,

Lord Melbourne rose, evilently uuder |

excited feelings, and expressed greal serrow
and regret at the statement he had just
heard. He complaincd of the precipitaney
with which the most rev. prelate had prd-
nounced upon a measure which he (Lord
Melbourne) believed to be beneficial to the
church, advantageous to the country, and in
every respect calculated to give satisfaction
to the people. ** Considering that it was a
measure of peace and concord—considering
that it bad met with the approbstion of his
Majesty’s governmeni—and considering that
it was calculated to putan end to a slate of
things which the most rev. prelate had wait-
ed until the decision of the question had
been come to elsew here, instead of now pro-
pouacing with such precipitate haste a sen.
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thar 8,000 Spaniards
the command of a stranger, and that strao-
ger, from his want of capacity, dishenouring
the arms of her Majesty.”

The reports spread vesterday of the entn
of Espartero into Duzango, Guernica, and
Galdicano turn out to be a mere fabricaiicn
Jetters having been received from Bilboa,
dated the 121th. At this Jate, Espartero was
sull in that city, nor were there any sigus of
his marching out.

I feel happy in being able to send yeu the
following highly iuteresting letter from Va.
lencia, ard two bulleting from Caorera.—

he former is written by a Christino autho-
rity, and consequently, as regards the Car-
lists, not overdrawn, gives some important
information relative to the derout of the
Christinos at Sicte Agunas :—

Valencia, Feb. 21,
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They sacceeded, and ail remained quiet.—
The followning vou may consider as an offi-
cial detail of that unforiunate aflair —1
must first inform vou that the Carhist divi-
lers of Furcadell leit Utiat
a fow davs since, t=king the direction of La
Mancha, evideatly ’
Madrid for the troops in this kingdom.
Forcadell, on reaching Albecete. iearned
that the convoy had retired on Las Penas de
San Pedro, and the Carlist chief Palillos
was in pursuit of it. He also received ad-
vice that the division of De Grades was at
Bunol. Forcadell now resolved on surpris-

.| ing this column, and for this. purpose he, |
during the afternoon and night of Friday,

with the whole of his division, made a march

of fourteen leagunes, and approached

Agnas on Saturday at break of day.
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i thetr flight threw disorder into the rauks
of the regiments of Centa aud Savere. The
cremy tork advantage of the ecunfusion,
killed a:d wounded as many as they pleased
with the bavonet and stoues, not to lose
sime in loading their mukets ; it s’ tor this
reason that most of the wounds are i rial.
1t is to our brave ¢ovalry that the lnes of
<ome of our brave soldiers are due; they
supporied the infautry a stufficiunt time to
enatile nany to escape: witheut them all
would have been lost.  The Carlists | ursu-
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ihe motmng whnes the five unhappy mah o2
the 6:h regiment of the legion, were towen
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