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On entering upon the fulfilment of their annual duty, which 
always requires a retrospect of the past, your Commi ee ee 
that, on this occasion, they have more than usual cause to 
lift their hearts in gratitude and pra.se to God. 
that is gone has indeed been uncommonly fruitful in every 
thing mournful—every thing that bears testimony to the fact 
that the earth lies under a cmse—awful disasters by sea, a 
melancholy catastrophes by land-the sweeping pati ence, 
and devastating war. But it has *'7“^ 
monstrations of God’s love to man, and of His_ mmdMnt» 
of those promises in His Word which speak of fotu 
sedness to the earth. Of all these demonstrations none 
perhaps, are so conspicuous as those which the history of the 
Bible Society, during thepast year van record. Thjpom 
to two ends-the conversion and salvation of individual 
sinners, and the amelioration of the nations in general It is 
a fact in God’s providence, that, while the Bible Society 
formed by its first projectors, and is still continued by ts 
present supporters, for the simple unmixed purpose of giving 

t the Bible, as the book of God, to all who stand in need of t 
in any part of the world,it has been employed by Him, who 
directs all things for His own glory, as an instrument to pro­
mote the fulfilment of His great purposes of mercy towards 
His people and towards the world in general. The former 
we see accomplished by the work of Colportage-the latter 
by the general diffusion of the Bible amongthe nations. 
While in the various nations of Europe to which the 
has access, as well as many parts of Asia, Africa and America, 
we see one here and another there plucked as brands from 

* the burning, by means of the simple reading ofB,hh, pro- 
from the hands of a Colporteur, and led thereby to
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