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Irving, Wahhinott.w, wm Iwrn ftt New York in 1783. Heleftwhool

in ioUO, aiul beKan the rtudy of Uw. In IS04 he nia.le a voyage to

Europe for the benelit of hU health. He waa called to the bar in ISOtf,

but never practised. Hi» literary career began at this time by the pub-

lication of hunioroUB Ulci ami rketchoi. In 1810 he entered into part-

nership with his brothtrs in a large commercial enterprise. In 1815 he

again went to Euro|>e, where he remained for many year*. In 1817 his

firm failed, and he was oblige«l to turn to literature for support. He

spent some time on the continent, and then returne<l to England as Sec-

retary of the IT. S. Legation. He returned to the United States in

l83-i. From 184'2 to 1846 he was AmhasHador to 8{>ain. Ho lived

during his later years at Snnnyaiile on the Hudson, where he died in

1839. His principal works are iVuMhitiijion, Christopher Columbu*, OoUl-

tmilh. The Alhnmbra, and The iikfteh-liouk.

Kbath, Jou.<«, was born at lx>ndon in 1701. He waa educated at

Enfield, and afterwards apprenticed to a surgeon at Edmonton. After

completing his apprenticeship in 1815, he came to London to walk the

himpit'ds, but soon «lrifted into literary work. His velumes were pub-

lished at regular intervals, but did not receive a very kiml welcome

from the critics. Symptoms of consumption now l>ei;ai to appear. The

melancholy into which he wa8 plunged by his brother's death, and his

ho|aleS8 passion for Fanny IJrawne, complicated matters. He died at

Htmic in 1821, an<l was buried in the Protestant cemetery there. His

princiiAl works are Endyinion, Lamia, The Eve of St. Agnes aiud iM^telUi.

Lamb, Cuaklkm, was l>orn at I/>ndon in 1775, and educated at Christ's

Hospital. Hire ho formed an intimacy with Coleridge. After holding

a clerkship in the .South Sea House for a short time, he entered the

service i)f the Vami India Company, with whom he rcinaii.ed for thirty-

three years At the end of this p<rio<l he retired on a pension of £450

jM-r iuinum. He died in I8.'i4. During his life I.anib .'iwHumed the care

of liiH Hister, who, in a tit of insanity, had killed her mother. This

\v:is A luavy burden, but it was borne without a murmur. He was

naturally of a gay, convivial dispo'<ili»)n, and liked to surround himself

V. ith congenial associates. The two strains, th<; grave and the gay,

may be seen Hide by .-i'le in alin<>.>«t all bis wo>k. His iiiuHt important

Works are Essays of Elhi, I.iist Essai/s of Eiui, Tuh x I'luin Shaktsi>eare

and S/icrliiii iin vf thi' Kii'jli.^li hramotir Pints,

Lowei.i., .I\me.s Ki'ssELr., waa born at (ainliiiilLc. Mass. in 1S19.

He was educated at Harvard, and was atlmilted to the bar in 1641. He


