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to tbe person who for tlie first time visits this rcjjion. wonld have too little jjeneral

iinixntunce to deserv*; mention. In ordrr to render tlic notvs more compUite, an aeeonnt

of tlie salmon industry for the year 18U4 is jnesented, althon^jh the season was oidy

half over at the time of the wiiter's visit. The information 1'or the latter i»art of the

season has been obtained chielly by «;orresiK>ndenee. The detaiU'd tabular matter

iiei'e offered is in all cases drawn from the books of caniiers or fishermen, and may bo

aecei)ted as a'tcurate.

Tlir Mdlmoii Jhhery and cannhifi indusiry in 18UH.—The tishinj,' season of IHIKS on the

Columbia IJiver was noteworthy for two reasons—the loss of life among the fishermen

of the h)wer river was never greater; the pack of chinook salmon was the smallest in

twenty years, that is, since IST.'J; and the general i)ackwas less than in any previous

year since 1S7J, with the exception of 1887 and 188!).

Much of the loss of hfe among the gill-net fishermen in the j)ast has been due to

gross carelessness or Ibolhardiness on the part of the men in venturing too near the

bar at the month of the river in the hope of taking the llsh when they first leave the

ocean. It is said, however, that the <lisastrous death rate in 18!(3 was in large i)art

unavoidable, and was due to the occurrence of sudden gales, which took the boats

umiwares. In the early part of .June gales resulted in the death of 34 men, and by the

close of the season the loss of lives reached TA, about 40 of the men being married.

The money losses in boats and gear aggregated nearly !*20,(K)0.

In the early i>art of Jlay the canuers acceded to the demands of the gill-net

fishermen's union for a price of ."> cents a pound for chii.ook salmon instead of the

uniform rate of $ I per fish which had formerly prevailed. Uefereuce to tables of

averages elsewhere given will show that the average weight of chinooks taken with

gill nets in 181)3 was 22.8(1 pounds, so that the i)rices receive<l amounted to an advance

over 18i)2 of 14 cents on each fish sold; on this basis the fishermen must have been

benefited by the change to the anu)unt of fully $7r),()()().

Fishing with all forms of apparatus in the lower river was less satisfactory than

in the previous year. The average eat<;h of salmon by gill nets was more than 100

less to a boat than in 181)2, the figures given being 4riO against 5(15. The traps were

scarcely half as successful as in the i)revious season, being injured by storms and
tVeshets and being shunned to a considerable extent by the large runs offish, owing,

as some suppose, to a shallowing of the water by the accunndations of scil and
sediment caused by the thousands of stakes. Seine fishing began latei' than usual

and was unsuccessful generally. The run of chinooks in August was very large, and is

said i\) have obviated what would otherwise have been a somewhat disastrous s(>asou

to the ])ackers. While May was tlie best month for gill nets and -Inly for pound nets,

the catch of both these forms of apparatus in August was large. The run during

the whole of the open season in August was reported to beextraordiiuirily heavy, and
when the season closed there was still an enormous body of fish passing up the river.

The total pack to August 10 was reported to be about .'Jflr»,000 cases, of which about
'-".10,000 cases were c'.inooks. Comjiared with the i)ack of the year 1883, ten years

ineviously, when only chim)ok salmon were canned, the decrease in chinooks was 08

lier cent and in the total pack was 4a per cent.
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