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with the first steamboat, still afloat, that thirty-five

years ago lighted her fires on the Pacific ocean. These,

citizens of Sitka, are the guaranties, not only that

Alaska has a future, but that that future has already

begun. I know that you want two things just now,

when European monopoly is broken down and United

States free trade is being introduced within the Terri-

tory : These are, military protection while your num-

ber is so inferior to that of the Indians around you,

and you need also a territorial civil government.

Congress has already supplied the first of these wants

adequately and tfectually. I doubt not that it will

supply the other want during the coming winter. It

must do this, because our political system rejects alike

anarchy and executive absolutism. Nor do I doubt

that the political society to be constituted here, first as

a Territory, and ultimately as a State or many States,

will prove a worthy constituency of the Republic. To

doubt that it will be intelligent, virtuous, prosperous,

and enterprising, is to doubt the experience of Scot-

land, Denmark, Sweden, Holland, and Belgium, and

of New England and New York. Nor do I doubt that

it will be forever true in its republican instincts and

loyal to the American Union, for the inhabitants will

be both mountaineers and sea-faring men. I am not

among those who apprehend infidelity to liberty and

the Union in any quarter hereafter, but I am sure that

if constancy and loyalty are to fail anywhere, the fail-

ure will not be in the States which approach nearest

to the north pole.

Fellow-citizens, accept once more my thanks, from

the heart of my heart, for kindnesses which can never

be forgotten, and suffer me to leave you with a sincere

and earnest farewell.
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