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completeness of the work accomplished, so far as the

route by Smith Sound is concerned, and with the

appendices containing the numerous and valuable

scientific results, will prove the importance of Arctic

discovery. But there are other routes remaining to

be explored, which will yield equally useful results.

Behring Strait is a portal leading to a vast region,

the history of which has hitherto been as a sealed

book.

An expedition to the east coast of Greenland for

the purpose of connecting our discoveries at Cape

Britannia with those of the Germans at Gape

Bismarck, and thus solving the interesting geo-

graphical problem regarding the insularity of Green-

land, would b^ of the greatest importance.

The exploration of Jones and Hayes Sounds oflfer

a rich field ; but that which, in my opinion, would

yield the most profitable harvest, is the continuation

of the discoveries of the Austro-Hungarian expedition

in Franz-Josef Land. Once reach in a ship the

position attained by Lieut. Payer and his sledge

party, and such a measure of success would foUow as

would prove satisfactory even to the most sanguine.

Although the flags of Holland, Sweden, and America

will this year float in the Arctic Eegions, that of

England will be unrepresented.

It is hardly to be expected, in the present critical

state of affairs, that our Government can a£ford to
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