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religious offices, the corpfe is placed upon a

ftage, which is afcended by fteps and fur-

rounded by candles. Thefe ftages are painted

black, and adorned with reprefentations of

fculls and bones. Aromatic gums are burned

in cenfers in honor of the dead, and to pre-

vent infeftion or offence from putridity. .
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^^^'Crofles (land in the burial places as well

as in the roads. Indeed they are feen in every

diredion through the country in places of

fepulture : Where cafualties, di/afters, or de-

livercnces have taken place, thefe are fixed

as monuments. They generally call the mind
to devout ejaculations. In the grave yard^

in Montreal, are feveral marble monuments,
made with urns ftanding upon pedeftals, and

furrounded by iron rails.
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The monuments of religion reared for the

dead are decent, but thofe for the benefit of

the living, mull engrofs the unavoidable at-

tention of travellers. Such have been already

mentioned, in the defcription of the churches,

colleges and monafteries. The uncommon
privilege we were indulged with, in vifiting

three nunneries, will afford an opportunity to

gratify the curiofity of fuch, as have not tra«

Tcllcd into Catholic countries. >> - . «


