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30 Jfddrejs fnm the Delegates in 1 774.

j)cr of your laws and cnnftitution, the tnfk will Hecomo
more aid nous when we call upon our miniflcrial enemies to

juilify, n(jt only condemning men untried, and by hearfay,

hut involving the innocent in one common punifhment
with the guilty, and for the a£k of thirty or forty, to bring

poverty, diflrefs, ajid calamity on thirty thouland fouls,

and thofe not your enemies, but your friends, brethren,

and fcllow-fubjcits.

It would be fome confolation to us, if the catalogue of

Anicrican opprelHon ended here. It gives us pain to be

induced to the neccfTity of reminding you, that under the

conHdencn repofi:d in the faith of government, pledged in

a royal charter for a Britifh Sovereign, the fore-fathers of
the prefent inhabitants of the Mall'achufett's Bay left their

tormer habitations, and ellablifhed that great, flourifhlng,

and loyal Colony. Without incurring or being charged
with a forfeiture of their rights, without being heard,

without being tried, without law, and without juftice, by
an Ait of Parliament, their charter is dcftroyed, their

Jiberties violaied, their conftitution and form oi govern-
ment changed : and all this upon no better pretence, than

bccaufe m one of their towns a trefpafs was committed
on fome mcrc'iandize, faid to belong to one o/the Com-
panies, and becaufe the Miniftry were of opinion, that

fuch high political regulations weic neceffary to compel
due fubordination and obedience to their manoates.

Nor are thefe the only capital grievances under which
we labour. We might tell of dillolute, weak and wick.(jd

Governors haying been fet over us ; of Legiflatures being

iitfpended for afTcrting the rights of Britifh fubjecls—of

needy and ignorant dependents on great meji, advanced to

the feats of juftice, and to other places of truft and impor-

tance ;—of hard rcllrid^ions on commerce, and a treat

variety of lefilr evils, the recolledlion of whicl\ is almofi:

loit under the weight and prefllire of greater and more,

poignant calamities.

Now mark the progrcfllon of the minifterial plan for

enllaving us.

Well aware that fuch hnrdv attempts to take our pro-

perty from uj 3 to depiive us of that valuable right of

trial
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