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rior of the old church of the Rccollet Fathers, models of

forts, and other reminiscences of old buildings and places

in Quebec, all which may be considered the commence-

ment of a collection to be designated hereafter our Archcco-

logical Section. The Society is perhaps fortunate in the

possession of these relics, for the mural monuLients of

Quebec, those mute chroniclers which better repre«ent the

character of a city than a score of books, are rapidly disap-

pearing. Municipalities generally look upon things from

the utilitarian point of view, and are never very favorably

disposed towards old city walls, but look upon them as

useless impediments to circulation. Old gateways, too, are

an impediment to traffic, so that there is a strong tendency

to demolish them. Anists and antiquarians, on the other

hand, and all people who have either a loA-e for the pictur-

esque, or a sentimental interest in the historical past, arc

eager to preserve such great visible relics of it, as walls and

towers, which speak of it to all men, and once destroyed

can never be restored. The familiar monuments, witnesses

of olden times—our gates—are gone, but they may be

replaced by others of modern and more ornamental con-

struction. We have reason to hope they will, for our worthy

Mayor informed us in a recent speech, that tha Prime

Minister had promised to place on the estimates for nsxt

session of the Dominion Parliament, an item for can-ying

out the improvements suggested by our distii.guished

Governor-General. I trust, therefore, that the old walls

which surround the city proper, may be spared, and that

suitable gates will be built in the breaches. There is a

strong desire to preserve the monuments of the past in a

city, rich in associations with memorable events and roman-

tic adventure. Thanks to the enterprise and liberality of

a few of our esteemed citizens,the historic Plains ofAbraham
have been rescued from a discreditable condition, and are

now surrounded by a substantial fence, while the Plains

continue accessible as a promenade, a drive, or a parade

ground.


