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and licentious ideas and practices, and the want of any

one simple; and pure life and doctrine like tliat cjf

Jesus, that the people very early fell into flehasin;^ prac-

tices which checked proj^ress 'Ihe j.jreat causes, how-

ever of the want of pr(\i,n-ess in India, as comf)arr(l with

luiropc, are the existence of castt.- and the position of

woman. Caste is not improbably a result of conrpiest,

but it has been strenjj^thened Insl«!ad of weakened by

the reli;.;ion of the Hindoos. The laws of Manu (sup-

posed to date back at least to tii<' fifth century before

Christ) sjjeak of caste as a law of riatun: and of divine

appointment, as much as the creation of the different

animals. Ikit even more than cast'!, has the jjosilion

of woman in India retarded h(;r pro;^ress. The oldest

reliipous documc^nts and many of th«; ol<l' r laws appear

to have recoL^nized a higher inlluence and p«jslti(jn for

woman than do the modern. .Still even the laws of

Manu assit,m ht;r an inferior position. Tlu; wife; is per-

mitted to be sold or beaten. A husband must con-

stantly be revered as a god by a virtuous wife. She

could not under the old code give evidence; she could

not share in the parental property, she was by system

deprived of education. As a wife she was held unwor-

thy to eat with her husband.

Buddhism entered China when two systems h(;]d

sway.

The truths of Confucius though in many rer»pects

elevated and Tilled with the sense; of hu)Man brotherhood,

not being connected with pure religion, failed to stim-

ulate to an ever moving progress. Thf;y cultivated

good will, and filial pity, and public duty, and f)utward

propriety; but they did not offer inducements so pow-


