
20 THE SAINT JOHN OF THE FVTUIiE.

On P!irtri<l<4(' Island, Ik'sIcU's otlicr pnblic iMiildiniTM, there are

located nunierons hosj/itais, jisylnnis, and Hiniilar eliarltics.

Alont; the lied Head shore are to be seen a ninltitude of costly

residences and siunnier hotels, wliere our i)rosi)erons tjetitry have

built, or where our eili/ens and our countless visitors are in part

aeeoninKxlated during the heated term; while along the u]) country

waters, the St. J(»hn lakes and bayous, Kennebeccasis and all, the

j»i(!tures(iue shores are thickly sprinkled with most magniticent

l)rivate ami public; structures.

Hut imagine yourself under my guidance for an liour or two,

while we survey the jtrogress oi this half century in the shi]»ping

facilities of our city.

We will stej) on the Elevated and dart out to old Indiantown,

from whence we will charter a steam launch and make the entire

round of the harbor.

On the Elevated, now, I will improve a moment to ex|»lain

that St. John has long been the wi..i,er port of the Dominion, and

iraininsjT that i>oint in the former centurv, she soon became in conse-

(jiience the great summer jtort. l>eside, forty or more years ago

capitalists from abroad as well as at home began to see some of our

immense advantages as a port, ami hence capital flowed in without

stint ; soon Government also came to our help, making valuable

im])rovements.

And m)w step on board the launch and we will see it for our-

selves.

First, look al)out you on this upper water, old Indiantown

harbor. You see piers everywhere, crafts from every up-country

line of water-way ; twentyfohl more business than when you used to

batlie, fish aiul ])lay hereabouts. Here, too, arc vessels from many a

foreign country, lading and unlading at these wliarves—a sight your

boyhood saw only at the docks in the harbor below. This is owing

to a free ship lock built by Government, by which the Falls can be

surmounted in ten minutes at any stage of the tide.

Blasting has also been conducted on such a scale in the river

bed and in the cliffs on either side of the Falls, that it is a safe and

simple thing for craft to run the narrovvs as we are doing now.

As we i)roceed you observe the unbroken line of piers between

the Falls and Navy Island, where in your day were almost unbroken

native shores, with perhaps one dock and a mill or two. At Navy
Island the steam dredge and dynamite have again been at work,


