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go, but to the statistics of the Frencli gov-
ernmefit.

Mr. LEMLEUX. And if my hon. friend
(Mr. Armand Lavergne) wilIloo0k at the
French statistlcs, lie will flnd also that
France lias colonies as England bas. Now,
in order to show still more clearly tliat
tlie Frenchi do flot emigrate, even to the
Frenchi colonies, let us consider first the
case of Algeria. Algeria is just across the
Mediterranean-the Frenchi lake as it lias
been called-at a stone's throw from the
southeru coast of France, from the great
port of Marseilles. It lias the same
,climate, and yields tlie same products
as soutbern France. It lias now been in
tlie possession of France for eiglity-five
years. Frenchi capital lias directed Its for-
ces for more than baîf a century to build
up this colony for France. And to-day the
total Frenchi population of Algeria is 295,-
MO0, while tlie total Spanlish and Italian
population is 300,000. This is the darl'ng
colony of France, and we aIl know what
sacrifices France would lie ready to make
in order to keep tlie colony of Algeria. But,
France lias other colonies. She lias Mada-
gascar, she lias Tunis, she bas T@nquin and
others. She bas dloser relations with Loui-
siana and some other parts of the United
etates to-day than she has with Canada.
And stili, the exodus from France to ai
parts of the world does not exceed six thou-
sand souls a year. It is true as I bave
said, that ln the great ports of Marsenies,
Toulon and Havre and Dunkirk, you wlil
Eind lnscribed in the liooks of the agents of
the several navigation companies, the names
of thousands and tliousands of emigrants.
But, tbey are not Frenchi. Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Whelpley speaking of France, says tbat
France lias a population of about 39,000,-
000, and Ihis population is practically at a
standstill, owing to the alinormally small
birtb rate. Sir, the people who emigrate
are tbose -wlio live lu countries overflowing
wltli population. But is that 'tbe case lu
France? Let me point out first that lu
France property is more evenly dlvided
tlian ln any other country ln the world.
There is lu Great Birtain to-day-I amn
sorry to say It as a Liberal-a system of
feudlal tenure, and this may lie tlie cause-
wliy my friends from Ireland left the
green littie isie ; lu Germany tlie masses
are led by tlie classes ; we know
wliat are the civil and economical troubles
suiffered liy the Russians-but lu France
the property is evenly divided. There
are 10,000,000 familles and 8,000,000 land
owners. The Frencliman is liappy lu lis
own country. Nay, more, lie is wealthy,
and there are not the civil and political
troubles lu France that there are in otlier
countries. But this is a question of fact to
lie determined by those wbo know best.
Frenclimen, I say it again, do not emigrate,
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because the property Iliere is evenly divld-
ed, and also liecause the population is prac-
tically at a staUdstill. Last year the popu-
lation in France increased liy about 205,-
000 souls, wliilst in twelve departments or
territorial divisions tlie population decreas-
ed liy nearly ten or twelve per cent. Do
you thlnk that a race wliose birtli-rate
is decreasing will emigrate? Common sense
will tell you no. Tlie people will stay ln
Prance, and the Frenchi goverumeut will
see that its own population does not emi-
grate. My lion. friend knows f ully well
that there is no country lu Europe wliere
there are more stringent laws to prevent
emigrnto'n than lu France.

Mr. ARMAND LAVEItGNE. What about
tlie Northi Atlantic Trading Company? Wliy
did it not operate in France?

Mr. LE~MIEUX. I will read the laws
whicli bave been passed.

Mr. ARMAND LAVERGNE. I am not
(lenying the statement, but I amn asking
why did not the Northi Atlantic Trading
Company operate in France tlien?

Mr. LEMIEUX. I say once for ail, from
mny seat in parliament, and before the whole
country and not in som-e obscure littie vil-
lage in the province of Québiec, wbere there
is an election, where you can appeal to the
Frenchi Canadians-and in doing this I bave
no intention to lielittie the Frenchi goveru-
muent or nation-my sympathies for France
are well kaown, and I can well aiford, as
a Canadian and a British suliject, to love
and revere the old mother country-tliat
titis goverument is doing its level liest to
bring ont Frenchi settlers to this country.
But in France there is no reciprocity.
Just let me read a synopsis of the French
laws relating to restriction of emigration:

No one shall undertake to engage or transport
.emigrants without the autliority of the Minister
0f Agriculture, Commerce and Public Worke.

Âny Infraction to the above law is punishýable
by fine of from 50 to 5,000 francs. In the case
of a second offence during the same year the
fine shal lie double thls amount.

In a circulai' datekl November 10, 1873, the
Minister of the Interqor caTIs the attention of
the authorities ta the decrease la the popula-
tien 0f the rural constituencies and attributes
tibis to the constant emigration of young peo-
pie. e states that týhere are a certain num-
ber 0f authorlzed agencles who are em.ploylug
sub-agents who are distrlbuting literature glvIng
erroneoueis deas as, to the places where they are
asking them to emigrate. The minister recom-
m-ends ta the publie officials to oppose them-
selves to the distribution of literature pro-
mptIng the cause of emigration, ani he states
that: the authority for the distribution of sucb
lterature muet be refused ln every case.

Another clrcular dated December 9, 1873,
calis attention tu the fact that a certain sub-
agent of emigration employa an illegitimýate pro-
cess to induce people to emigrate to America.
This circulai' recalîs the necessity for ail
French people to be supplied with a 'pass-
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