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JOHN M. O'LOUGHLIN, Prxs.

HENRY BELL, VICR-Prrs.

W. F HAZLEY, Tasas.

THIHOS A. WATTS, 8xcy

The Consolidated Stationery Co., Limited

(AMALGAMATRD FIRMS OF PARSONS, BELI & CO., AND 0'LOUGHLIN BROS, & C0.)

Papers and Bags........

Manillas, Browns, Rags, Butcher’s Straw. American,
Butoher's Munilla, American, Manilla in Rolls, Brown ,

in Rolls.
BAGS—Ordinary and heavy.

>hot Bags, ~anay cups, etc.

Order our Bluestone
Bag. in 12, 14,16, 20 and 25 1b. sizes,

Flour Sacks,

| Spring Goods......

Express Wagons—in iron and Wood (jear—Croquot Sets,
Footballs, Basaballs, Rubber Balls. Marbles, Tops, Skip-
ping Ropes, Hammocks, etc.

Wall Pape:s—Nize Assortment fuor Spring Trade

NoTE—Bost facilities and largest and most varied stock from which to supply your many wants,

. WINNIPHEG, MAIN.

41 Princess Street, -

—

Mayor Barnes, of Rat Portage., read tho
following paper on the resources of the Lake
ot the Woods district at the recent immigra-
tion convention at Winnipeg:

Mr Chairmanand gentlemen, it affords me
gery great pleasure to be here to represent
Bat Portage. and the Riiny River district at
$his couvention, and, -ir, while wy have not

iot the luftv mountains of British Columbia
with its fertile valleys. or the great fertile
“pixins of Manitoba yet wo have great advan-
. some of which I shall eodeavor
~5fiefly to place before you particularly our
agricultural lands, mining and manufactur-

ing.
_ Mining—Beginping as far back as 1878
thare has been o great deal of talk about the
gotd mines of the Rainy River district and
_romething of a mining borm was experienced
daring the years from 1880 to 1834, but ow-
ing to the state of the Luundary dispute. aud
the difficulty in perfecting titles, mining
game to a standstill for a numbder of years,
- and remained so until abuut four years agu,
since which time there has beon rouewed
aotivity, and a great many propertics have
besn develuped. and large numbers are now
being developed, while there are hundreds of
prospectors at work all through this great
gold belt, frum the Seine river vu thesuuth to
away across the Lake «f the Woods, and ex-
tending many miles nurih, aud what I wish
icularly to impress upon this conven-
sion and the world at large is the fact, and [
wish to repeat, it isa fact without doubt, that
weg have valnable mnes that are paying
Eaok at the Sultana mipe, within nine miles
- o&Rat Portage, with uily ten stamgs, ani
" garning out on an average $2,000 in gold per
. week; o mine that any Canadian can refer to
> jeith pride, for is it nct one of the most
®bnderful go}d mines that has ever been dis-
“xMyered on this continent, as it has nearly
%id its way from the top of the ground all
56 way down until now at a depth of 247
. J. F. Caldwsll, Esq, the owner, had
Micient ore in sight to keep him rununiog
‘%P ten years, and is & Canadian gold mine
#lionaire, and herichly deservesitall. Wo
o have the Regina mine on White Fish
, about 80 miles from Rat Portage. This
e is owned by a strong Euglish company.
h 2 capital of $650.000, its local manager
ng W. G. Motley, E-q, and like the other

=

. ::@nmg mansgers 13 loth to tell the public

“Zask how much gold is being produced, but
\% mine has only been in active operation
28t less than o year and iz now turning out

2,

o £000 in gold per week. Now I have mnade

icular mention of these miues as they
o passed the doubtful, experimontal and
ulative stage and are to-day withuut the
do.r of a dcabt two of the very best gold
Ening properues vi tLe continent, that are

“ iai(a uf tha Wndds Conntry.

-—

in actual running orcor, and producing gold
in great paying quam ities,

The Dominion tGeold Mining and Reduction
company havo acquired a large number of
mines, alko the redaction works at Rat Por-
tage, which have been fitted up with the very
best and iatest improved machinery, with
20 stamp: which the ccmpany not only use
in developing their own propertie but also
run as a customs mill, where any.no having
a location can g« a =inall yuantity of ore
tested at a nominat expense, and thereby find
out whether he has gut a gnod or bad location
without the expeuseof sending his oro to somo
distant poiat.

With all this gold why have not the mines
been working long ago? To my mind one of
greatest reasons is that people can hardly
credit us with having such & vast and rich
mining country, fo ¢asy of accoss, to tell tho
average man with capital to invest. You
take tho C P. R. Atlantic or Pacific express,
as the case may bu, with its splendid traing,
@ot on the sleeper. where you have cvery

uxury and convenienr: with dining car at
hand, and get oif at Rat Portage, right. in the
heart of the great gold belt, heisindlined w
be sceptical, On the other hand if you tuld
him he would regiiive to tramp through the
wilderness from 60 to 200 miles, and taka in
all his supplies on pack mal-s, and do a little
fighting with savages to get tu the guld fields,
he wauld at once say: “ I guess thera munst
bo gold there, U will gu and see for myrsolf."

Farming—Some may smile at me mention-
ing farming and look incredulons, but never-
theless we have in the Rainy River district
thousands of acres of splendid agricultural
lands. This fact has beon proven beyond a
doubt by the experimental farm Jocated at
Barclay on the Canadian Pacific raitway,
where oats. wheat. barley and all kinds of
vegetables have been grown, and have yielded
a largo retirn, and all about the Laka of the
Woods are splendid tracts of land. while the
town of Rat Portage supplies a first-clazs mar
kat for all kinds of farm produce which
always commands a high price. Then we
have to the south of Rat Portage the great
Rainy River countrv, easy of access, there
being a good line ou buats running to Fort
Frances during the season of navigation be-
ginning at the mouth of the Rainy River
and extending to Fort Frances, a distauce of
cighty miles by a depth of from ten to twenty
miles of as fine farming land as i3 to be found
in any part of Canada.  Scil is a rich, black
loam. well timbered with poplar, birch. olm,
ash and spruce. There iz room in the Rainy
River district for two million agriculturists
while the whole district is dotted over with
beautiful clear lakes, swarming with the
finest fisb which affords feod for mankind for
the taking, and without a doubt the Rainy
River is ona of the most beautifnl rivara in
Canada, takwng 1ts nise 1n Koochiching Falls

at Fort Frances and emptying 1n the Lake of
the Woods. a distance of eighty miles. aver-
aging about half a mile in width, yet this
district has been overlooked by the settler in
his mad rush to tho grext fertile plains of the
west.

Manufactures—Rat Portage as a location
for all kinds of manufactnring purpnses,
stands to-day unexcelled in Canada. situated
at the vutlet of the Lake of the Woods, about
midway arross the continent on the Cavadian
Pacific Railway, 180 miles east of Winnipeg,
the commercial centre of the west, and just at
tho gateway of the great wheat fields of Can-
ada, with & developed water-power equal to
40.000 hor<e-power—I am speaking now of
the Keewatin Power Company—works which
are situated in the town of Rat Portage, and
are now reaiy to supply power to anyone re-
qniring it. Could t"e situation be better for
all kinds of manufacturers, such as oatmeal
mills, flour mills, wich the great west to sup-
ply oats and wheat. aud every pound that 1s
exportad should be ground in this eountry,
thus making our Causdian northwest ¥nown,
ond not allow our Manitoba hard wheat to
lose its identity as alarge portum now does,
for every bag and barrel should bLe stamped
flour from Mauituba wheat.

We also have an unlimited and inexhanat-
1ble supply of spruce and paplar wood for pulp
and paper, while Manitoba produces great
quaotities of flax. The straw which now
goes to wasta should be made into paper. It
alsn offers great advantages for the manufac-
ture of implements, linseed oil, twine, etc.
and for tneestablishing of furniture facmries:
fouudries and machine shops, and woolen
mills, aud in fact any industry that requires
cheap and nover failing power.

Now with room on our agricultural lands
for two million settlors, with room for thou-
sands of miners with openings for all kinds
of manufacturers who would employ thousands
of mechanics and skilled laborers. there is no
district in Canada to-day which offers and
holds out such great inducements for the
barfiy settler, the miner. the speculator and
capitalist, or one that has so much to guaran.
tee a rich reward to those who have the grit
and pluck to settle in a_now country as Rat
Portage and the Rainy Rivar district.

The Game Laws,

According to recent amendments to the
gamo laws of Maunitoba, the season for duck
ghoot,mg opens in future on September 1st,
instead of August 15th. and the shooting of
deer has been prohibited for two yenrs. The
chango in regard to ducks was made to pro-
tect the grouss. Partie griog out duck
shooting frequently violatad the law by kill-
lzgvgrg}me, .:nd o:ingdﬂtg the difficulties of
convieting it weg deci ¢ maket
¢ 8son the sams for each. ® the cluse



