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A PIECEL0F LAIND.
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Btut liv neyer tbought ofi1Ro90
(laither without a scemie o! deppeet
humuiliationu. Ileýhad lovodltosawben
tlîty were t3cbool chiltiren together, but
bis passion 1usd uow reachoti suelu pro.
peu tiouus tiant lie reaented tlho fact that
lai sclîool.boy love had licou se ennoIes.
aidd shallow a feia.New that cir-
cunstanet"s lhas plsced lier bcyend bis
rî'acb, lac rt'gretted that hie youthful
love expt'nitnc.. wae ieL worthier of
the plae it hî'Id in bie renîcaubrance.
le conld forget tiiot Rose tiaither 'vas
the danuglaer e! the îaan to whom ho
attril'uted hie troubles, but he coulti
ueî'tr forget that le imeel! wus the
son o! a uiaa %Yvhoso weakness bad
fotînd luin ont at an age when manhooti
ougbt to ave muuade hum strong.

:till. Jaek Oarcw matie thoenîost of
a l'ad ttuaion. le hidthe courage
anad endurae and the hopefulsese o!
youtb. [lit faceti bis prplexities witb
at leagt Uié appearances o! good-
humaour;anîd if htidbis niementa o!
tiespair, when the ekeleton in tbejumg iu
the clostet paraded in public, Iintucky
ut-ver suspected iL. Tho truth is, wile
Piuetucky wea. sympathetie sud ut-îgh.
bourly, h vaes ot ineliued La mako a
great us ovi-r those who took a dramn
too îuucb ow and then. Intemperance
was au evil, tD be sure; but even
intempt'rance had its buniorous side in
thosi' days, sud Piiaetucky was api. ta
look nt the humerons aide.

One fine monning, bowever, Pine.
tucky awoke te the factthat it wau the
centre sud seneofo a decideti sensation.
Rumeur pulfled on lier bonnet sud
boots, sud iront gadding about like
mad. l'inettneky iras astouisheti, thon
perplexed, then distressed, sud finally
indignant, as Iecame a conservativeauti
moral commuity. A littIe after sun-.
ruse, Bradley Gaither lied galeped up
ta Sqntire Inch!v'si door with the infor-
nîstien tht tire bales of catas had
bees stolen froanis place the ight
ht-fore.

I'he facts, as set forth by Bradley
Gaither, wre that ho bied twel-ve hales
a! cotton reudy for market. Tbe
t.welve bales had been lesded upea
three wa"ons, sud the wagons were ta,
start for Augusta at daybrenk. At
the last moment, irben everythiug ivas
ready, the teame bsrnesaed, and tho
driveri; in theim seats, it wua discavened
tluiçtirew bales ai the cotton irere
uiissin.g. Fortunstely, itliesd raineti
during the uight, sud Bradley Gaither
had wait(d until it was ligbt eneugh to
inake au invcost;c'atiorL. lie founi that
a wagon bad beeri drives ta bis packing-
screir. He sair, moreover, *.bat but
eue wagon hati passed along the road
alter the rean, sud iL was an easy
mater ta folloir the traces.

Tho fset e! the theft a. ba enpised
Squirî. Iucbly, but the details created
consternation in hie mimd. The tracks
o! the wagon léd ta Uic Gareir place 1
Squire luchly iras prompt wiîtb s re-
lbuke#.

"IWhy, yen've ireke up iii' a joke
ir, îour moutb, 'Mr. Gither. Noir
that youi'vée epit out, lme tart fresh.
A spite-ful joke hlt-fore breaku' 'il
zuake your itesb crawl arter suluper,
Mr. G;aitbt-r"

Sqaire Incbly upoke cerioualy, au
becunur. sa magistraLe. Bradley Gaith-
er's thin lips greir thinner as ho simled.

"«Pin as serions as the thieves that
stolf- my cottan, Squire Incbly," said
1*radiev Gaither.

",Tira irbole bales a! catas in thee
days le a heuvy los8," eaid the Sqniré,
rfolrctivt-ly. "I1 hope you'll ketch the
inconiderate parties ta tho lurcey'"

«. Ifyen mlI go witb me, Squire,
W'îil Caul' y for Brother Gossett. sud
Colonel Ilightower, aud if I'ru net
mi6taken wtt'Il find the cats flot far
from boreý."

IWell, air," eaid the Squire, indig.
nanfly, Ilyou wontfind iton the Oarow
place. lI go wi' you aud wolcone.
WVo don't aeed ne seare'h warrant."

The long snd the short of it was
aat the cotton wuva fond concealed in

Jack <'arw'e rickety barn under a pi!o
a! fodder. 0f thoae who joined Brad-

Sloy <laitîjer in thoeearch, net ene bo.
lieved that it woula ho found an tbe
Carow place; and eonue of thei had
eon uone se far as te suggest ta Mr.
Gaitiier that bis euspicione bad boon
fathored by hie prejudice; but that
injured individual nîerely emiled bis
cold little emile, aud declared that
there conld he ne harna in followiug
the wagon traeke. This wuas nonable
eoaogh ; and the result wae that net

îonly wae tho cetton fouud, but the
wagon standing under the shltor, and

1two mules at the trough in the lot
sbewt d1 signe o!flîsving beon used.

These thinge se ehocked those wbo
had gene witb Bradley Gaither that
thoy had little ta say. Tbey etood
confounded. 'rbey could net succes
fully dispute the ovidence of tlîeir
(Iyes.

Tbey were simple-minded mou, and
thereforo syrnpathetic. Encb ene ftIashamed. They did nlot look isto each
other's eyes sud givo utterance te ex-
pressions o! aetauisbment. Tbey raid
nothing; but each eue, with the ex-
ception o!f tradley Glait!aer, fellinjtoaa
sitato of mental ironfupi.jn and awo.

Wben tradleS Gaither. with an air
of triumph, asked thern if they wero
setistied, they said nething, but turned
and walked swaýy eue after the abher.

They tunsd and wslked away, and
went te their bornes; and somehaw
a!ter thatI thoigh the son ebone as
bightly aud the birde fluttered sud
bang as joyauely. a silence foîl upon
Pinetucky-a silence full of asterity.
The mýn talked in subdued toues
-ban tbey met, au tbougb they expect-
ed justice ta diecharge oeeof! er
thunderboitsant their fot;- and the
wotnes went about their daîties with a
degree of nervonenese tLt %vais aptly
eescribed by :iias Jane Inchly long
afterwards. wbeu recitîng the exper.
iences of that. meet memorable day in
the history af Pinetucky. I lolt a
sifter drap oîit'u my baud," said she,
tgand 1 declare ta gracions if it didn't
sound like a cannon bad went oIE"

Iu aIl that ueighborbood t*.o Carows,
fa!her and zon, bad but eue accuser,
and uot ont apologiat. Pinetucky ex-
isted in a primitive period, as we are
in the habit o! believing uaw, and its
people were simple-miuded people. Iu
this age o! pregresusud culture, moral-

iîty aud justice are arrsyed in ruauy
refiuemente o! speech aud tbougbt.
Tboy bave been readjnsted, se to
spesk-, by science ; but in lPinetucky in
the ferties, morality aud justice werc
au robust aud ausovere au they are in
the Bible.

It was net until afLer the macbiaaery
of justice bai bran set in motion that
Pinetucky allowed itseel!ta comment
os the case; bu' the comnet wau
justidied by the peciliar cou duot o! the
Osrewe. Wbes tbey 'wcre coufrouted
with Uic fact-the Cotton concealed
in the barn and the warrant in the
bauds o! the sberiff-eld fuI7l Caýiew
felI ta trcmbling au tbougb he had the
PalSY. Jack had turued pale as death,
and had ronde a mevement taward
Biradley Gaither as tbeugb ta effer
violence;, but wh2n ho saw bis Ipther
ahaking so, the caler returned ta bis
fac", aud ho exclaiuned quicky-

"The warrant la for nme alose, 'r.
Sberiff. Pay no attention to father.
Hoeià aid, aud bis niiud l h k'

'lila' aliar 1" tbeald mn s sr'ared,
wbr'u ho found his voico. -"IlIs a
ruiserable inr'1 ln e nver stolo that
Cotton. Don't tetch bu! don't yau
dast te tetcb ita! lllj lie ta yyen,
but ho won't steal your cottoul1 Pot
my usine in that warrant. Bradley
Gaither stolo my money aud land; I
reekos I'vc geL thc rigbts ta setealbis
Cotton."

g. e's drunk again," said Jack.
vW Il WVel carry bu ain the bouist, and

o.thon l'Il be rt-ady te go witb yenl."
But the old man xvase nt earri*d to

lathe bouse ithout eene. Ilt. raved,
in and ecroaid, anid ewore, and tinally
!0 foll ta the ground ini a fit of impotent

rage, pratesting te the laut titat Jack
wae a liar. WVhen tiiosti who were
preenrt hod been worked up ta the

dhigheet pitch of excitement, Bradley
r.Gaither epok--
u"Don't crimuinate yoursolf, Jack. 1

ýtam willing ta drop thie miatter." Ili,
aappeared to bo greatly agitated.

l>Drap 'vhat anatter 1I"oxclaimed
yaung 2'arnw ini a passion. - I havo

0a inatter with yen sir. that wan't bc
tdropped.-

" lGo your ways, then," said 13radloy
1Gaither ; IlI'vo donuenîy duty." Vitl
tthat ho mounted bis horee, aud Jack

Carow was loft in the bande of the
3eherjiff
L Tho machinery af the law wa,, net

1ne dificuit tae st in motion ini those
dayeae itje now. rbero wasCno delay.

rl>inetuicky waB groatly interesed in the
trial, and during the t.wo days of ite
cantinuaucedelegationsof Pintuekians
wer3 presents epectators. Some of
theso wero summaned te testify to the
good character of yaung <Jarow, and
thie théy did with simplieity that wae
inipreseive ; but neither their teatimany
nor thoeielorts of the distïnguïsbed
conel for the defance, Colonel Po.-,ton
Foindextor, hsd any ellect. Tho facts
and tiLo tacit admissions of Jack wero
againet hbu. Oolonel Poinde-itere
closing speech wae long romembered,
and indeed is alluded te aven uow, ne
the inost eloquent and impressive ever
delivered in the court bouse in Rock.
ville; but it failed te convince the
jury. A verdict in accordance witb
the facts and testianony %vas brougbt
in, snd Jack Carow wasesentenced ta
serve a terni in the penitontiary at
-Milledgeville.

The first te bring this information
ta Pinetucky was Bradley Gaither i
himseîf. lie etapped nt Squire Inchly's
for bia daughter. sud went in.

IWhas the Unews 1V aeked Mise
Jane.

IlBad, very bad uews," ssid Bradley
Gaither.

"Jack ain't bung, 1 reckan,' saiti
Mise Jane. - My mind telle me, dey
and night, that the poor boy is innocent
as thbe child that'sunboru.."

IInnocent or guilty," said Bradley
Gaither, "'ho bas been sont te the
penitentiary."

-Mise Jane gave a qnick glanc4l at
Rose, and was just in time ta catch ber
au abc fell frain ber chair.

IlAh, poor child 1" cried Mibe -Jane,
"ber hcart is broke !-

"lRose !-iaught'. i-Darling 1- e.
claimed Brdk irxaither, drapping on
ias8 kucos beaide ber. "lOh, what ie
thie?1 Wbst bavo I done 1 Speal: ta
bier, Mlis Iucly ! Wbat shah i d,) 1"
Ho wau paie as death, sud his featurcu
worked conv uleively.

"lDo nothin', 'Mr. Gaither. 'Yauve
donc more'n You eau undo areudy.
Yrtu'70 taok and gave tbat poor boy
aver for to bc pereecuted, '.%r. Gaither,
and uow the innocent enifers sud the
wicked goes scotcb.frmc"

Bradley Gaither covered hie face
wit bhie bande sud graed sloud.

"Wbat bave 1 donec1 What have
I doncl" bc cried.

Miss Jane supported the girl in hier
strang arma with a grim display of
affection, but bier attitude tawards
Bradley Gaither was uucornprornieiug

IlDou'talarnyuureelf, Mr. Gaithor,"
ebe said ; thie poor child'l orne te.
quick enougb. iFoîke don't fBing off
tho'r misery this csy !Il

Rosa revived after a wbile, but abe
seemed te have no deairo ta talk ta ber1
fathier. Alter a copious use oi! caniphor,
Miss Jane ixed Rase corufortably o:
the lounge, aud the girl îay there and
gaz'id at the cciling, the pictureofa
wide eyed despair. Bradley (laither
paced the roani liko anc diatracted.

Hise ighe %wore lieart.rendiug. Wlî.'u
%lies .lann" surceeded ii g('tting luttai
out. of the reoon, ho pacoti up andi dowit
tho entry, meving bie lips and grcaiiiiig
as thouglh in grt-at mental taaony.
Failing ta undt'rtaudl what enuîotuouîs
lie wvas nt the aiiercy of, 'Misea-Ian"l
fafled te sympathise with hitu. To
lier mmïd bis dieplay a! grief hbor, no
sort of proportion ta tîhe cause, andl
euit. hia ou aan's cantcmpt for sai
manifestation ef weaknosa *i11ituai,
oven the weýaknms of grief.

"Il'il pray ta tîhe Lord te fergivi'
me 1 i' cried eut pite.'uBly.

-That*s rÏght," contïuueil Mise J u.',
un lier dt'cisavo way, "l But if tii.
grace o! pra'r wae in the hinges o! thi-
kreo, 1 knew a houp e! folie that 'd
ho easy ina the mmïd."

Eveu-y word che spokoenet like ta
knife, but net until long afLer did Mýiss
Inchlv realise the fact. WVhen elit,
did reuthise iL iL in t(, bc fearcd îahi'
bugged the reuneaubranra e! iLta olier
btisoin with a sort o! grin thaukftalness
that Providenco bad se happily faah.
ioued ber words and directeti hetr
tangue.

As tume pasut.d ou, the Pinetuekisans
becaii awar(e that a grent change hati
corne over bath B;radley Gaither anîd
hue; doughter. The father grew elti
befon' bis Lime, and fell into a decliny-,
as hie ueigbbours expreseed it. Tht'
daughtèr grow rmere beautiful, but iL
was bt.autv o! a kîud that beoaged te
,levoutueus; go that in conaoîîîplating
iL the minds o! men wüe led in the'
direction e!fiuercy andi chanity aud aIl
msnni-r o! gooti deede.

One night, a year or more after the
trial and sentence of .Jack Carew, a
negro an horséback rode ta Squire
Inchly's deor, sud saiti that bis master,
Bradley Gaitht-r deaired the Squire ta
corne te bina nt onîce. he w(,rtlay
ma'gistrato wau prompt ta aboy tho
summons ; and when hie arrived nt the
Gaitber place, he founti that nîany
of the ether uoighbore bad also
beon sunîmoned. B3radley Gaither lay
upon hie bcd, surroundeti hy thes-,
and t ILwas plain La 500 that bis sands
o! lue# had about mun eut. Ha pro.
seut('d a spectacle o! dissolution calcu-
lated ta areuse the sympathies o! those
-ho staod aronjati bis bed.

When Squire Iuchly bad arnivod,
Bradlév G aither lay a little wbile with
bi s ycco. .iu ina dresin Then
ho inotioned ta La dsughter. who
drew from beneatb bis pillow a few
sheets ai letter-paper stained and
blotteti witb ink. This ehe banded ta
the Séîuire.

Rend iL aloud," saiti Bradley
Gaither. Tho rninister, witb somel
degree o! embarrasement, adjusted lais
spectacles aud rend :

' Witb this paper will ho found my
hautwi~ll aud testament.-I arnunbappy,
1,ua. 1Isbou!d ho leqmiserable if I
knew I could put sncb meauing in
thesn linos au ne inucould inisunder-
stand. I have ainuod againet au inno-
cent mn, I bave sinned against uy
doar daugbter, I bave ainneti against
inYsoif, I bsvo sinueti against Ged. I
bave bcecs guilty o! a great wreng, sud
thougbh I cannot fargive myself, vet I
hope ta be fergiven. Jack C irew,
Who ià now in prison, ie an innocent
Mnu. I cov'-ted laie landi. lu my
worldly-miadedn(ýas I set xny beart
upon bis possessions. I offered bina
double their value. I thought ho
trcated mi' witb coutenîpt, sud thon I
bit upon a p.lan ta drive hum ou.. I
carried the cotton ta hue barrn aud bid
it. HIe Jcuewne more about iL than
any honest man. Butnas God ie my
jutige, 1 did net foresea the end. I
thouglat ho wonld compromise sud soul
tho- lanad and go away. At tho last
tbe laiw took, the matter ont af my
bauds. .John Carew believesl that ho
us utuffering îpunishument in place o! hie
father ; but Willirm Carow 1is an
boneat na hie son, sud De man ceuld
1,0 boucater than that. 1, Lrutiley
Gaither, heing in My rigbt mind sud
Of sound meqmory, do laereby charge


