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BIOGRAPHY.
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. EURIPIDES.
© Greek Trogic Poet. B. C. 401.

Euripides drew hes first-brouth «t Salamis on
he day when the Greeks defeated the army of
‘arxes.  Prudicns, (the Rhbetorician), Socrates,
nd Anaxaguras, were his preceptors  So highly
‘ore his writings nppreciated, that the Grecks
ho accamprmied Nicias -jin  his expedition
gainst Syracuse, were (reed.from slavery by
“eiting some of the lines of Euripides. s
reat rival was Sophocles.

ft is rep nted, that on ape occasion, some of
ia verses having dwsplensed the audience, and
ey desiring bam 1o stlie them out he advanc.
1forward, and boldly ubserved, that he came
10r8 10 instruct them, and not o receivo instruc-
on.

The ridicule and envy of hix enemies obliged
im eventually to leave Athens, and eccept an
_ylum at the court of Archelaus, King of Mace-
sain, whore he met with his death; for-walkin
_t one day alene, he was fiercely attacked by
e king’s dogs. and tora to picces, in his 18th

ar. His wptings are tender, pathetie, and
blime,

It is related, that a malevolont poet having
*_arked that he had written 100 verses in three
ys, whilo Eunpides bad written but three,

Truo,” said our poet, ¢ but there is this dife
rence between your poetry and mine; your’s
il expiru in threo, days, but mine shall live for
-.e8 10 come.” :

MISCELLANEOUS.
~—ofoe—

] A NOBLE SPIRIT.—Conlirucd.
¢ Thus did my kind parents manifest ihe lar-
-anoss of their love,and tho httleness of their
_equaintance with the human heart  The form-
_redmittet! ot of increase; but a few years
Ade a wide ditfurence in the latter  This it
consider necessgary, lest you should deem me
sazuring that esre for whichI ought ever to
less their memory: every remark this letter
A coniain, would, subsequently, hawe met
. _tir wary approbation.  Often have. they said
ith me, * Alas! that parents should ever di-

regard the bleased principles, the powerful mo-
tives, the pure precepts, of the divine word; dl
turning their back on the solar beam of revels

tion, preseut reason’s dum lamp to therr cluldeen
as sufficieat to guide them through this wide
benighted world: that ever thoy should recotn:
mend the reed of human power for support, in-
stead of that aid which Omuipatonce uslone con
bestow!?

« But to raturn to my nareative.
my parents’ instructions with a full heart.  “Ten-
dutness in some degree excited its cmotions;
but st} more did it swell with conseiouy pnide.
What a noble inkeritance thought 3, do my
frirnds conceive they have entrusted to mie,
while thus putting me in possession of my owa
soul: they shall not be disappointed.— And fancy
pictured all my powers, my passions, my opini-
ons, dulv regulated and arranged, hke soldiers
in a regitnent, beneoath my wundisputed sway
None were to rebel, none to murmur, uch
less to take their sovereign master captive: and
internal gclf heing thus governed, words and
actians, b concluded, must of course follow cor.
rectly: winle my inward decision would render
me invulnerable to the seductions of others, ang
constitute mo 2 master spirit, ready to lead ns
inferiors, or become the free companion of its
valued equels. With what feelings of prond ex-
ultation, joined with contemptuous pity for the
falings of wankind at large, did I contemplate
th:s image of my future self; and how did |
long for the time *hen ! might display a charac-
ter so exalting to humaa nature, and share with
kindred minds tho anjoyment of happinees and
honar. Now wasthe season, my young friends,
when I commenced my search fur noble spirits

« On arriving at my employer’s, as far as at-
tention to busisees would permit, I took notice
of any little circumstance. which might tend ta

g |develop the characters of those around Ine.

perused their countenance, observed their man-
aers, and formed my opinion of their disposition.
And a week sfter my introductios, having pre-
vailed on"my ffiead to accompany me home, I
mado some further inquiries respecting them.
Whe is that pleasast-looking youth, I asked,
whose desk is next to mine?

43 AY frask good natured feliow,> replied
Sandford, ¢ who will never injure any body but
himself. e wants nothing but a good purse in
safe keeping, to which he may apply frequently,
and this I believe his father has for lim; for ke
appearsto receive aliberal allowance haif-yearly
and for a few weeks is ae levish as a prince,
After that come gome dRfliculties; but the old

gantleman often comes {orwurd, and clears »ff)

for hum, and then he goez on with as light a
heartagever.’

«¢But would it not vield him greater com-
fort and credit, if he went on in a more even
course?

¢t Yes, if he were formed upon your medel;
but Crawford says, ho neyer had any thing fixed
within him or abou} him: snd- arithmetical eal-
culations are such fixed things, that the bare

I received:

thanght of living and acting by the 4, destrays
tim with the vaneurs  But he js a fine lallow
notwithstanding all life and apirit; and these
youthful indiscretrong are the mory ebullitions
of n gencrous pature.’

® A gencrons nature hud always been mv
wlol: g § regalvert ta put Crawford on the list of
my nassociates. * Aod pow,’ said f, tfor his
next peighbour. I have beea siruck with Ins
mld, intulligent cauntonance, and the ease withy
which he transects business,  But hia opplica-
tion to 1t geems so diligent, that 1 have scarce.
Iy heard him speak vpon any thing elso.’

¢ 1 daro say not,’ replied Sandford, lawgh-
ing, ¢‘and you mav be with us for months per-
haps, before you will; unless you shoek lim by
spne very outragcous expression.  MHowever,
should you at any tme be sacly in want of a
compnnion, you may go with him as safely a<
you wonld with your grandmother. He 1xa
charming quiet yonth, who will never set the
Thatnes on fire. .

« Now it never had struck me befote, that
the power to perform such an exploit, was 2
neceseary passport to my fuendshp  The ex-
pression, however, and more especially tha
snear by winch it wlls accompnnied. convinced
-pe that Wilso 'was » tame, mean apinted young
wan, 1n whos®'soctetyJecould find no interest.
Ahtlittle dul T think How similar were the qua-
hfications 1 admired, ta that description of the
onaanctified longue g ven by St. Jumes, * 114
afire, a world of imquity 1 it sclleth an fire the
course of nalure, and uself soten fire of hell °

s« Dud you observe'a young rann at the top
of the roam,’ inquired Sandford, ¢ of 2 command-
wg figure, and more character in bis stnking
countensnre than all the rest of us put to-

ether? ‘Thatis Lau_ley: and you may think
yourself highly favored, should Largley admit
you to his cucle. He s a man of high mtellec.
tual power, and deep npphcation: and they who
are once stamped wuh thie impression of lus
friendship, pass current, without further ques-
tion, for coins of no small value.?

¢ Are vou among that happy number, Sand-
ford®

« <} have the honor {2 posses his confidence
and while many at his age are wasting thewr
time and substance in the most frivolous pus-’
auits, he calls me to partake ‘the feast of rea-
sor aud the flow of ssul’ with which he refreshes
tus selected guests. What delightfil evenings
have I passed at his raowms; eagaged in the moet
interesting philosaphical inquiries; investigating,
especially, the pature and character of n1an o a
manner calenlated to render him happier and
wiser Ifyou desire Langley’s acquaintance,
I have no doubtthat1 can introduce you to him.?

¢ accepted the offer with unbounded grat-
tude. And now, thought I iny seareh is st an
end. [lappy youth! to be so soon #dmilted’
into & society of superior spirils, hesded by ge-
nivs, talenit, and research. Nor was my intro-
duction altended with dissppointment.  Lively
wit, interesting speculations,. snigated discus.




