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the same thing as "disable," that is ta say, less îvble t(, earn him
full wages. Loss of portions of two fingers of the right hanil
would unquestionably, in ce'tain callings, render a warkmari
much les able to, earn full wages. Regarded in that Iight, lie
would be both seriously and pernîanently disabled.-Lai T'im's.

The subject is nat a pleasant one ta diqecues; but it is un.t
portant, and has attracted iueh. attention in various eountries.
We learn from one of our English exchanges that Dr. Rentoffl.
in an address to, the Psychaological Society of the Britislh Anii-
ean Medical Association again urges the importance of the sur-
gical sterilization of the unfit. The reiiîedy he calls for, wi1tii
a view to render inarriage unproductive in certain stated easvs.
is, he declares, simple and lîarmless, injuring neither the mental ov
the physical condition. It would flot prevent marriage but waulM
prevent the production of children. Ile gives sonie -4tatLtios

shewing where five weak-minded, unniarried fetnales had bei
delivered of tifteen idiot infants in a warkhouse. Another dovw
has painted out that iuety-two habituai inebriate wonwni bil
had eight hundred and fifty infants. As our conteniporary
remarks, ''Naturally, iii ail sophisticated sucieties, drastic proý-
posais of this sort fiiter slowly through thv publiecnsire'
but we are told that ini Englaind there i4 a steadily growvilig
feeling in their favour, and that they are now being iuse
in France, Germany and Switzeriand. It waould appear, hiow-
ever, that the United States is the only country which lias
legislated upon the sub.ject. An Act lias beeiî pased i lu t
State of Indiana "to prevent procreation of eonfirined erimiinais,
idiots, itnbeciles, and rapists-providing that superinteîidt'is
or boards of managers of institutions, where sueh persans are
conflned, shall have the authority and are empowered ta appoinît
a committtee of experts, eonsisting of two physicians, to examine
into the mental condition of such inînates." California lias ait

enactment niueh to, the saine effect.


