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ical Society, and had a picture of the Count and Countess,
copies of which he would present to us, and by the kindness
of Mr. G. S. Griffin you now see these, they being family por-
traits. I cannot tell the delight with which I welcomed these
pictutes, coming, as they do, so opportunely, and the informa-
tion emanating from this source. Sir Richard Cartwright has
lately placed in the Library of Queen’s University, the letter
book of his grandfather, Hon. R. Cartwright, who was the
banker or legal adviser of the Count de Puisaye, who placed
in his hands four or five thousand pounds, drawing interest at
five per cent., and apparently all his business was transacted
through this agency, goods purchased, etc. These letters, by
the kindnes of Principal Grant, have been loaned to Mr.
Justus Griffin, Secretary of the Wentworth Historical Society,
and son of Mr. G. S. Griffin, and by the kindness of both of
these gentlemen I am furnished with many interesting par-
ticulars. The letters extend from April, 1799, to Nov. 4th,
1801; there are nearly a score of letters from Cartwright to
the Count, most of them in French; also a number of letters
to the Count de Chalus, who seems to have acted sometimes
as his secretary, and in letters to Messrs. McGill of Montreal,
and to R. Hamilton, Queenston, are references to the Count's
affairs. [lirst comes the reference to buying the property at
Niagara, May 16th 1799: “The General, after staying for a
month at the head of the lake, has bought Mr. Sheehan's
place on the Niagara River, between Queenston
and the Fort.” September 16th, 1799, R. Cartwright says:
“I have sent to a milliner at Montreal the models and samples
with an order to send the goods as soon as possible.” The
milliner’s materials must have been for Mrs. Smithers, who
presided over his household. “I have also written to Messrs.
McGill to send for mares, donkeys, the harness and guinea
hens. The sheep and turkeys I expect to get here.” Another
letter speaks of melon and other garden seeds, and of import-
ing shrubs and trees. Again comes a reference that shows he
had one or more negro slaves. Although the act of 1793
arranged for the doing away of slavery, children who were
slaves were not to be free till a certain age. A letter of Cart-
wright speaks of having bought for him for “cent piastres,”
une petite negresse. Again he thanks de Puisaye for a pres-
ent of peaches which were excellent, and which Madame Cart-
wright pronounced delicious. In connection with this, Mr.




