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granted that he should become a mighty prophet 
among his people, and see rapt visions of the 
“ King-who-was-to-be.” But as for Babylon the 
Great, the traveller who wanders through the desert 
beside the brimming Euphrates looks upon the 
mounds of sand and of rubbish, then thinks on the 
word of the Hebrew poet and prophet of long ago: —

“ And Babylon, the glory of the kingdoms,
Shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 
It shall never be inhabited,
Neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there ;
Neither shall shepherds make their fold there ;
But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there,
And owls shall dwell there,
And satyrs shall dance there,
And wild beasts of the islands 
Shall cry in their desolate houses ;
Her days shall not be prolonged.”


