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the red fox, that the first has been thinned by the
huntsman, and gradually receded from the sea-coast

to the forest, where, from his habits, he is more se-

cure. The cunning and prowess of the latter has
enabled him to maintain his station among the farms,

in despite of the swiftness and powerful scent of the

dogs. But that which puts this assertion out of view,

Is that the red fox is indigenous throughout North A-
merica. He and the grey fox are found in the high-

est latitudes, but there their skins are changed into

more beautiful furs than those of ours, by the effects

of climate. Another notion has been started within

these twenty years past, that the fox squirrel is ex-

pelling the large grey squirrel : but it is fallacious.

Be these things as they ma^, we spent an agreea-

ble and most sociable evening with this respectable

man and his amiable family. On the following day
our party rose early, and accompanied by our host,

waited upon the tory, who then shewed himself to be
an honest n^n, of independent principles, and who
'claimed the right of thinking for himself. He ex-

changed a barrel of smoke-dried salmon for a barrel

of pork, upon honest terms. We set out from this

place, well pleased with our host, the old tory, and
our bargain. In a very few days, without other ac-

cident than the spraining of Lieutenant Steele's an-

cle, by his slipping when carrying a canoe over the

path, at one of the intermediate portages, we arrived

safely at Norridgewoc falls. Coming to the landing

place, the water being smooth and very deep, a rock,

as we passed it, drew my attention very particularly

;

it was standing in a conical form, five feet in perpen

dicular height, and ten or twelve feet in diameter at

the base. 1 observed that next the water, the face

of (he rock, which was a bluish flint, was, as it were,

•catloped out, dowQ to the water's edge. Asking
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