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of all the power, perfidy and ftratagem of the A. D.

French, and even of the devil himfelf, (hould he
'^**

think fit to join them. I am. Sir, &c. &c.

This feafonable and fenfible reprefentation, of

the danger and importance of our American plan-

tations, deferves a fcrious attention, as it contains

many interefting remarks concerning the value of

thole provinces to the mother-country •, the means

of preierving and improving them, and the ha-

zard this nation runs by every negledt to drive off

encroachments, and by any compofition or divi-

fion of the lands behind thofe fettlements -, which

were daily extending their limits, efpecially into

the fertile and delightful country of the Twightees,

inhabiting the plains on the Ohio ; by a company The Ohin

of merchants at London. Who have obtained a eShhed
grant from the crown to fettle that trad of land '^'^1^ i^"11 n- r-

exclufive

under the protection of Great Britain, with an ex- light.

clufive privilege of trading with the Indians on

the banks of the river Ohio.

This grant was made foon after the treaty of

Aix-la-Chapelle : and it no fooner tranfpired, j^s effect

than the French Governor of Canada wrote to '"
''fs^'"'*

to the

the Governors ot New York and Penfylvania ; French.

giving them to underftand, " That as theEnglilli

inland traders had encroached on the French

territories and privileges, by trading with the

Indians under the protection of his Sovereigny

he would feize them, wherever they (hould be

found, if they did not immediately defift from

that illicit pradice.** This menace not being

regard-
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