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fected a happier incorporation of Turkey into the sisterhood of Eu-

ropean States than that which has been accorded by the treaty of

Paris.

In the Egyptian portion of the Sultan's dominions, another witness

to the religion of England has been establ' ^led. On the 25th of

April (St. Mark's-day,) in last year—1S55— ao Church of St. Mark
the Evangelist was consecrated in the City of Alexandria, as a mis-

iion-church in connexion with our communion.
Among the Copts and Abyssinians missions have for many years

been maintained from Britain and British India. Of the Copts, the

fuesent representatives of the primitive Alexandrian Christians, an

ntelligent English traveller says :
—" A pleasing and encouraging

feature in their religious character is their reverence ibr and

attachment to the Sacred Scripture. . . . A proof of their sin-

cerity, amid all their professions of poverty, is to be found in their

willingness to become purchasers." Of Abyssinia, a scene also of

very early Christian exertion, a missionary not long since stated :

—

*' In regard to the Scriptures, we must thank (irod that they are read

freely in the Church, and are taught even in the schools. . . .

The priests often ask us for more copies of the Old and New Testa-

ment. . . . The reading of the Word of God may be the great

means of enlightening the mind and heart of Ethiopia."

Over the north shore of Africa—once the site of illustrious Chris-

tian Churches—the dawn of a second illumination seems to be rising.

Fallen once more, in great measure, into Chri^:tian hands, it is feel-

ing the influence of European civilisation, and will not long rest

content with a defective Christianity.

Mingling together throughout the Ottoman Empire there arc, be-

sides the original Greek Church, several ancient Christian communi-
ons, representing for the most part nationalities wliich have otherwise

been absorbed. On all these, the intelligence of Western Christen-

dom is exercising an ameliorating and quickening influence.

Among the Armenians, who trace their origin as Christians to

Thaddeus the Apostle, a remarkable awakening to a pure Christianity

has of late years taken place. As communities of this very intelligent

people exist in every important town, communicating with each

other, it is expected that they, under God, will at a future time be

instrumental in the Christianisation of Turkey. A translation of

our Prayer-Book in Armenian has been published at Constantinople

with the sanction of the Armenian patriarch. This same ecclesiasti-

cal officer exclaimed as ho grasped the hand of a missionary of our

communion who had been exerting himself in establishing schools

among the Armenians :
" God bless you ! it is such friends as you

that we want !"

The Syrian Churches, which claim St. Peter as their founder, and

t^c city of Antioch as their capital, together with the Nestorian and

other Christians who are to be found in large numbers along the

banks of the Tigris and in Persia, have all been visited by missions

from ^^"itain and America, and made acquainted with a Christianity


