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garrison at Fort ImloiM^ndonco in <lu» vicinity of PookHkill,

to guard tho public atoros and work-tthopa at Continontal

Villago.

The Highland forts, Clinton, Montgomery and ConHiitu-

tion, flituatcMl among tho m<mntain8 and forming thoir main

defensf, were no better garrisoned, and George Clinton, who

had the command of thcnn, and who was in a manner the

('hami)i()n of the Ilighland.-t, was absent from his post attend-

ing tho State Legislature at Kingston (Esopus), in Ulster

County, in his capacity of governor.

There were patriot eyes in New York to watch the course

of events, and patriot boats on the river to act as swift mes-

sengers. On the 29th of September Putnam writes to his

coadjutor the governor: "I have received intelligence on

which I can fully depend that the enemy had received a re-

enforcement at New York, last Thursday, of about three

thousand British and foreign troops; that General Clinton

has called in guides who belong about Croton River ; has

ordered hard bread to be baked ; that the troops are called

from Paulus Hook to King's Bridge, and the whole troops

are now under marching orders. I think it highly probable

the designs of the enemy are against the posts of the High-

lands, or of some part of the counties of "Westchester or

Dutchess." Under these circur ':tances he begged a re-en

•

forcement of the militia to enable him to maintain his post,

and intimated a wish for the personal assistance and counsel

of the governor. In a postscript he adds: *'The ships are

drawn up in the river, and I believe nothing prevents them

from paying us an immediate visit but a contrary wind.**

On receiving this letter the governor forthwith hastened

to his post in the Highlands with such militia force as he

could collect. We have heretofore spoken of his Highland


