
(he result would \)c it' cvoiy one of the ineri eni[)loye(l

were the jud/L^e of every others woi'k ; no one sulijeet t(>

any authority ;
no one doini;' iinythinu:, hut jn^it when

iind what he |)leased
; and no resjject i)ui<l to the tbi'eman,

I he clerk of works or lothe j)lans aiid spooilleations of the

architect. It is l)ec'ause hannonij an<l ordvr and discipline

(unowj the icorkmrn Jire so esscMilial to the pro^'ress of

the buildin<j;, that S. I*aid and his fellow Apo-^tles, all

throu_i>-h tlieir Epislles wi'itlen under the inspiration of

the llolv (rhost insist stronn'K- on low and hannoiu'
amon^ the bi'cthi'eii, on obedience to authority, on
all tilings being done to edifying, in other woivls, the

Building itself must be the chief coneoi'n of everybody.
The Buildini) must in its advancement, its adornment,
occupy the main place in the mind of each woi'kman, the

Bailaing I repeat, not the individual tasie-;of each man, the
Buildiinj itself in its gi'owth, its strength, its beauty, its

completeness; this should be tlie great object to be ever

before the mind, in compai'ison with Avhich every thing

else is subordinate, and of little coirse(pienco. And this

[treat object we dnu'ch of Kngland jjeople are by our
( 'hureh directed to keep particularly before our minds

;

this grand princij)le of subordinating individual tastes,

opinions and jn'ejudices to what will edify the great body
is laid down clearly in our l*rayer J^ooks. Our learned

lieformers, in IS-iO, unbiased then by any foreign in-

fUienee, distinetly state in the l*refare about (^eremoriies

Icept in our prayer book in all the various revisions, that

they resorvcvl those wdiich (though devised by man)
tended to maintain a decent order in the Church, for

wdiich they were first devised, as well as that they per-

tained to edification, whereunto (and these ai-e the very
significant w^ords to which I ask your attention), '' edifica-

tion, whereunto all thin</s done in the Church (as the

Apostle teacheth) oujhi to be referred'' Botli Bible and

Prayer Book, then, my brethren, unite in enjoining this

most salutary rule on us as a coni>:i*eii'ation <d' (Christians,

and I think every one should ask himself the question

about every action in public and private—ztuY/ this edify

my brother Christian as well as myself f 1 say in private as

well as public life, tor fS. Paul lays down the rule for one


