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Tlic iiortlifi'ii hortlc'i- of tlic liuy nl' Fundy tr()Ui;-li iK'iiii,^ tlms lixod

fortlio early Piilu'ozuio witli soiuo dcf^rt'o of certainty, tlioui^li not in the

poNilioti iis.sin'ued to it in the manual of Prof. Dana, we liavi' now to

in(iiiire as lotlie corresixtndiny lioi'dei' on the south.

At the pre.sent time ihi.s southern horder is, llii'oui;-hoiit its extent,

marked by the truppeun range of the Nortli .Mountains, wliicli cannot

possihly be okler than the Trias, and is probably .Jnras.sic. Kliininating

this and the as.soeiated reel .sandstones, and uniting, us wouiil then i)e tlu^

case, the waters of the Minas basin. Annapolis basin and .St. Mary's bay

with (hose of the Bay of J'undy. we lind the vuvU-^ whicii luwt border

the trough on the south side to l)e of .Silurian or Eo-I)evonian age, rest-

ing ior the greater part of their length ujion the granite ridge of the

.South .Mountains, tlu: latter forming the backbone of the Xova Scotian

peninsula. But is the backbone Areha'an ? It is .so represented in Pi-of.

Dana's manual ; Itnt it is safe to say that, as regards all that portion at

least of the })eninsula which now lies south ol'the present Buy of I'midv,

it contains no Arclnean rocks \vhatever. The granites were loni;- since

described by Sir Wm. Dawson as being intru.sive and of Devonian a<>'e. a

conolu.sion wdiich all sul)se(|uent investigation has tended to conlirm ; and
though both that author and Dr. Selwyn wei'e disjxwed to regard the

liornblendicand ehloritic rocks of Varmouth as probably Jl;ironian. there

is now no (jueslion that these too are really moi-e roceui, they being

a member, and by no means the lowest member, of the same series as the

gold-bearing nx'ks of the southei'n coast, usually regarded as ( 'aini)rian.

Thus there are no rocks, at present disclosed to view, in the ])()riioii of

Nova Scotia lying south ot the |)re.sent Bay of Fundy. which can
])roperly be pointed to as a portion of the "Acadian ])rota\is"; the only

rocks ol' Areha'an age to be found in the pi'ovince being limited to the

island of Cape Breton, and possibly to some poi-tions of {]\v ('oiic(£uid

mountains.

Before dismissing the Pre-Cambrian rocks it is interesting to note, in

the case of tho.se of southern New Brunswick, the large amount of vol-

canic matter which they contain, and which, m the rocks referral to the

Huronian system alone, has been estimated to reach a thickness of
at least 10,000 feet. So vast an accumulation of igneous matter aloiii"-

lines parallel with the |)reseiit course of the Bay of Fundy troundi,

not o liy strongly marks out the latter as a subsiding geosyncline as far

back as Pi-e-Cambrian time, but as exhibiting, even then, conditions which,
in later eras and in the same geosyncline, were rei)eated in the igneous
extru.sions of the Silurian, the Devonian, the Lowei" Carboniferous and
the Trias.

We have now to consider more particularly the information to be

obtained from the study of the Cambrian rocks.

Sec. IV., isy?, fi.


