
5486 COMMONS DEBATES

Government Orders

Why change the Young Offenders Act now when the Conser-
vatives did so in 1992-that was only two years ago-also to
impose stiffer penalties? We do flot have any statistics or
comprehensive studies that cari help us evaluate the conse-
quences of the amendments made to the act in 1992. Thie people
involved do flot even have a good understanding of this legisia-
tion and the minister is already asking us te, revise it.

We would have likcd more information and more studies on
the ramifications of tic amendments made in 1992 before
cmbarking on a substantial revision of thc Young Offenders Act.
What 1 find unfortunate and even irresponsible, if flot unparlia-
mentary. in tic attitude of my friends from thc Reform Party is
that thcy reinforce thc popular belief that youth crime is on Uic
risc. Just look at thc numbers; there is no indication that this is in
fact thc case.

In closing, I would like to, say that people are flot bon to a life
of crime. That is simply flot truc. Sometimes there are circum-
stances that lead people to act a certain way. I want to read an
cxcerpt from a brief submittcd to, Uic justice committce, which
says: "Children who arc abused will become abusers. Children
who are mistreated are three times more likely than other
children to become violent as adults. Children who are physical-
ly abuscd are five times more likely than other children to
commit acts of violence against a member of their family as
adults. Children who are sexually abuscd are eight timcs more
likely than other childreri to scxualy abuse a member of their
family as adults. And Uic dctermining factor is flot thc severity
of the abuse, but rather Uic mere fact that Uic child was abuscd in
Uic first place". I would have Iiked thc Reforru Party to lookl to
this brief for inspiration.

the statement of principle in the current act, and 1<
protection of society, which is a primary object
criminal Iaw applicable to youth, is best served by
tion, wherever possible".

Moreover, it provides for more severe penalties
offenders and an automatic transfer to adult court
17-year-olds charged with serious crimes. Finally,
brings in an important amendment by providing thataIs involved in a case may share information on yot.
crs, and the police may retain for ten years records o
convicted of serious offenses, and only for three y
case of minor offenses.

Ini 1984, the Juvenile Delinquents Act was repla
Young Offenders Act.

If our society is entitled to prot
Uireaten its sccurity, crime prevention
tant social responsibility. Young offcn(
trcatment since Uieir young age and la(
special kind of help that was flot provi
for aduits.
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