
However, a healthy body without a healthy
mind means littie. We know o! course that
even with a sickly body a man may perhaps
enjoy much of lif e with that kind of educa-
tion which will give people self-satisfaction
and happiness. We do agree, however, that
those are the two great considerations, edu-
cation and health.

As it happens, under our constitution those
are both primarily and in fact exclusively
under the jurisdiction of the provincial gov-
ernmnents. Nevertheless it has been recog-
nized that there are reasons for seeking a
common ground in regard ta plans for the
improvement o! the health facilities of this
country, because o! the increasing cost and
the extent to which many of the things that
go into the improvement of the health of
our people do fail in one way or another
under the control of the federal authorities.

The requirement which must be fuifilled
for any satisfactory solution of this problem
is that there be agreement between the
federal and provincial governents in re-
gard to the way this problem will be tackled.
Much has been done and millions of dollars
have been spent on inquiries to obtain the
essential information which will make it
possible to discuss this subject with an
accurate knowledge of the statistical infor-
mation which is essential to reach con-
clusions. However, the provinces have now
made reports based upon these inquiries,
and it is essential that steps be taken now
to deal with this subject.

When I said there was agreement in
regard to the need of providing everything
that will improve the health of our people,
I thlnk there will also be agreement without
any question upon this proposition. In this
country of ours, fortunate in the extreme in
the opportunities presented to its people, it
must be our purpose within the framework
o! our constitution to make sure in every
way we can that the health and certainly
the 111e of no Canadian, regardless of where
he lives or what his circumstances may be,
shall be imperilled because of lack of oppor-
tunity to have proper diagnosis, proper
medical treatment and proper surgery If
necessary. I feel sure that we will all agree
that every Canadian, regardiess of his
financial position or where he may live,
should be afforded the opportunity for that
early diagnosis and early treatment, as wel
as the other things that go to the improve-
ment of health that wrnl give hima every
opportunity within this society of ours. That
should be the purpose, whether there may
be differences of opinion as to the method
that should be followed.

We have stated most clearly our own posi-
tion in regard to some of the aspects of this
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problem. We do flot believe that the doctors
of Canada should be conscripted as the
servants of the state under a rigid plan
which would destroy much of that personal
relationship which has contributed so much
to the constant improvement of medical
services in this country. We believe that
among the many opportunities for the exer-
cise of personal freedom should be the free-
dom of our people to choose their own
doctors, and the freedom of the doctors
themselves within our society.

We have stated that we do not believe
in state medicine as that terni is generally
understood. We believe that in this country,
with its tremendous distances and enormous
area occupied by only 15 million people, a
rigid pattern such as may have been adopted
in any other country would defeat the very
purpose that we are sure ail our people have
in mind.

When we say that, however, we do not
for one moment concede that anything
should prevent that proper medical treat-
ment and proper medical care. On the con-
trary we think the wealth of this country,
the resources of this country and the free-
dom of this country should provide the
opportunity for the highest measure of
medical and surgical treatment. We feel sure
that in a country blessed as this country has
been, treatment at the very highest level
should be available to our people, no matter
what their means may be.

What the actual plan will be in detail can
be determined only by consultation with the
provincial governments under whose jurisdic-
tion personal health has been placed by Our
constitution. Havmng reached the point we
have in the inquiries that have been con-
ducted, having obtained the basic information
which is essential, we do belleve there should
be no further delay ini seeking a solution of
this problem and establishîng that basic pat-
tern whîch will be acceptable to the goverfi-
ments of this country. It would be unfor-
tunate if an attempt were made by this gov-
ernment to establish a rigid pattern without
that proper consultation. However, the op-
portunity to reach an agreed pattern should
flot be delayed.

It will be recalled that recently at the pre-
liminary conference among the governents
of this country the premier of Ontario stated
publicly that he believed no further time
should be lost in seeking a solution of this
problem. Naturally I am not aware of what
took place in those closed conferences. It
may well be that the premiers of other prov-
inces made some statements at that time. In
any event we do know that the head of the
government of one of the largest provinces
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