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products, fruit and vegetables, and so on,
to expand their production year after year
throughout this country, teiling those pro-
ducers that, by taking less than prevailing
world prices during wartime and after the
war, they wèére assured of good overseas
markets in the future. You know of the
giowing pictures of future export trade whicb
were painted during tbe election campaign
last year by both the Minister of Trade and
Commerce (Mr. Howe) and the Minister of
Agriculture.

In a recent speech at London the Minister
of Agriculture stated that he had information
and had known for two years past, that
Britain did not want to buy further produce
fromn Canada other than ber wbeat. Can you
imagine a responsibie minister of the govern-
ment, who had that information, encouraging
as far as possible the expansion of agricul-
tural production in this country? I know of
many poultry people and others wbo had
invested their money in plant expansion. Now
they are suddenly informed that they had
been misied, that there are no markets for
them. I tbink it is most unfair that if these
ministers bad that information it was not
imparted to those producers throughout tbe
country.

I have been amazed to read in papers fromn
coast to coast reports of tbe speech of the
parliamentary assistant to the Minister of
Agriculture. I shahl quote a paragraph fromn
the British Columbia Country Lif e:

Advice of Robert McCubbin, parliamentary assist-
ant to Right Hon. J. G. Gardiner, Minister of Agri-
culture. to his fellow farmers, so, the Canadian press
reports. Is that they develop their own markets
and do not rely on the dominion governmnent to
help themn secure outlets. Under normal circumn-
stances, that would be sound advice but under
present circumstances it is difficuit to understand
how such advice could be followed, because the
farmers are helpiess. in respect of developing mar-
kets within the British commonwealth of nations
and In foreign countries.

It is difficuit to understand. I have great
respect for this gentleman to whorn I am
referring. He is the parliamentary assistant
to the minister and assisted hlm in encourag-
ing the farmers fromn coast to coast to expand
their deveiopment; and by controls, embar-
goes and so on made it impossible for these
same producers to obtain what they might
have obtained during those years. Now when
they find themnselves in this diiemma they
are put on their own to find markets to sel
their produce. I say that is a very surprisîng
staternent to corne fromn one occupying the
position of parliamentary assistant to the
Minister of Agriculture. He apparentiy
spoke as one of and for the governrnent. He
supported every one of these measures of
control and embargo to which I have referred,
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and which prevented those producers f romn
obtaining as much revenue as they otherwise
rnight have obtained.

Also during those war years the ex-prime
miniister, the Right Hon, W. L. Mackenzie
King, and the Minister of Agriculture,
assured us repeatedly that by taking less
money than they otherwise might have
obtained these overseas markets were being
assured to those producers in the future.
Therefore it is ail the more disappointing. I
cannot find language strong enough to
emphasize the seriousness of this situation.
Since I arn one of those who have spent their
lives studying agriculture, I believe it to be
the basic industry of this country upon which
ail other industries must build if we are to
have a prosperous and united people in
Canada. Therefore a great and serious
obligation rests upon this governrnent to make
good sorne of those losses during the very
trying and difficuit days that lie ahead of us
in the near future.

There is another matter to which 1 wish to
refer. I want to urge the government to set
up a. standing committee of the *House of
Commons on veterans' affairs. I think that
is very important. There are many problems
which face our veterans in this country.
Reference has been made in the speech from
the throne to bis which wiil be introduced
having to, do with veterans' problems. That
in itseif is further proof of the necessity of
what I suggest.

In my opinion the consolidated measure in
connection with national defence, when it is
introduced, should be referred to a cornrittee
for consideration. I realize that last year the
Minister of National Defence (Mr. Claxton)
bad strong arguments against the formation
of such a committee. If he stili retains those
arguments, then I wouid point out to him that
he himseif is a veteran and I arn sure every
veteran, irrespective of the corner of the
bouse in which he may sit, is vitally inter-
ested in national defence at this time. I
would imagine that, if a special committee
were set up to consider matters connected
with national defence, many of the memnbers
who served on veterans' committees would
be members of such a special comrnittee at
this session. Therefore I urge with ail the
power at my command that a veterans' com-
mittee of the bouse be set up to look after
veterans' affairs, and tbat this very important
measure shouid be referred to it.

I wisb to quote some observations of the
Minister of National Defence which appeared
somne time ago in Maclean's magazine. He
stated:

One reason why parliament has not functioned
better is that 245 members cannot get down to
close grips with a subject. Also there is not enough


