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I bave said that I persoinjlly have not se-ii
tbe plans of these teriiiiais. The very firstJ
moment that I learned of these plans being
deposited was wbien I was inforrned of the
fact by my deputy minister, wbo asked mie
if any one wouid bie allowed to see tbem. I
said no, certainiy not, that on the contrary
tbey sbould be piaced under seai, and thai
no one sbouid be aliowed access to them
eitber in the department or ont of it. My
bon. friend says 'that copies of tbese plan:-
bave gone ont from the department. I wlh
to characterize tbat statement as absoiutely
unfonnded in fact. If there are sncb plans
in circulation, tbey do not corne from the
Departrnent of Railways and Canais. I bave
too mucb confidence ln tbe deputy mînisteýr
and the officers of tbat dep-artment to believe
for a moment that my instructions were not
very closeiy observed, and I am satisfied
that no one bas been permitted to see tbese
plans. I knnw personally tbat one day wben
I was in the department a prorninent repire-
sentative of a raiiway corporation ln this
Dominion came to me and asked to see these
plans. and bie will bear testirnony to tbe
fact tbat I said it was impossible for any onie
to see thern and that bie could not see tbem.
No doubt my bon. friend made the state-
ment bie did ia good faitb. Possibly it may
be true Ibat there are sorne plans in circula-
tion. If there are, tbey may bave corne froîn
the corporation tbat prepared tbem, but
certainiy tbat any sncb came from tbe De-
partment of Railways and Canais, I abso-
lutely deny, and I base my denial on my
confidence lu my deputy minister and offici-
ais. I arn confident that tbey would not p er
mit anytbing of tbe kind, and I arn satisfled
that these plans are stili under ýseal ia ac-
cord witb my instructions.

Mr. HAG-GART. The extraordinary part
of this matter is that these plans sbouid be
kept secret. Under the oid Act of parlia-
ment tbe deposîting of tbe plans was simpty
a meclianical act, the samne as filing tbem in
tbe registry office or filing tbe plans of a
railway for the purpose of incorporation.
Tbese plans were afterwards fiied in tbo
different counties tbrougb whicb the railwayý
was to mun. Wby tbe plans in question
should be kept under seal is most astolii-
ing. Wby are they not open to the publiec?
Why it sbould not bie made public that this
road would pass tlbrough a particular towim
or portion of the country, is sometbing I do
not understand. Tbe iast amendaient to the
Act of Parliament was simply to make the~
departrnent or the government responsible
for the cliaracter o! tbe road wbich was ob-
taining government assistance, so that the
government migbt see tbat the gradients anti
curvatures and everything else were up to
the requirements of tbe contract. But when
a railway cornpany deposits its plans lu the
department, 1 cannot possibly understand
wby tbe public shouid niot bave access t,)
tbem. As to tbe fact of these plans bavingc
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been made publie, I was inforrned by the
bon. member for Sauit Ste. Marie (11.
Boyce) that to bis knowledge--afd of coursA
1 amrn ot holding the minister at ail responsi-
ble but accept bis statement as made ln peu-
fect good faitb-parties have bad access to
the plans ln the department and know ex-
actly wbere these roads are to, be located.

Mr. FEMMERSON. They know more thali
I do.

Mr. HAGGAWRT. 1 arn not accusing the
hion. minister. 1 believe that lie spoke ex-
actly what hie considered to be the fact, but
1 believe tbat the facts, frorn the informa-
tion given by my hon. friend, are differexit
from wbat tbe bon. miaister belieýves thern
to be. If tbat be so, the parties who disre-
garded tbe minister s instructions sbould lit
dismissed.

Mr. EMMERSON. You can rest assured
of that.

Mr. HAGGART. But wbat 1 arose par-
ticularly to protest against is that wben
plans or otber documents giving the loca-
tion, character, gradients and ai tbe othear
principal requisites of a railway are filed ln
the department, they sbould be looked upon
as secret papers and kept frorn tbe public
until tile minister bas given thern bis ap-
proval.

eir WILFRID LAURIER. Thbe question
before the House is this : The plans have
been filed for approval of a station ground
:tt Fort William. The minister tbougbt pro-
per, rigbtly or wroagly. to have these plans
kept secret unitil sucb finie as the location
is approved of. Some time ago my boa.
friend from Sault Ste. Marie (Mr. Boyce)
asked to bave tbese papers communicated to
the House and bis request was refused.
Tbat refusai was in accord with the den-
siofi of the Minister of Railways and Canais
that until tbe plans were approved it was
advisabie in tbe public interest that tbey
should not be made public. Wbether th-at
decision was rigbt or wrong is a questi.rn
open for discussion. But the cbarge is made
tbese instructions of tbe minister were dis-
obeyed and that these plans bave gone out
by tbe back door ta some iaterested parties.
Tbis is a very serýous charge.

Mr. FOSTER. Hear, hear.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. If my bion.
friend lias information on wbicb to base a
charge of that kind, it is bis duty to give It
to tbe Ilouse so that it miay be investigated.
If bis statement bie true, it is in the intereît
of the government and tbe country that those
who are the culprits should be known and
pnnisbed, for it would be intolerabie tbat
sncb derelletioii of duty shouid be aliowed
to go uncbecked.

Mr. BOYCEI. I rnay say in reply to the
right bon. gentleman that s0 far as the !n-
formation given me is concerned, I do not
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