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Mdite ; the only correspondence we have,
took place at the time of the granting of-
the subsidy and refers excluslvely to that
-subject. There le no0 flanner of doubt but
that the condition which the hon. gentleman
refers to la a serions one, but I question
wbether, even If there had *been corres-
spondence it wouid have tended te assist
us in'solving the difficulty whlch exista.
The road le flot being mun-flot as 1 under-
stand It because It le unsafe to rua it ;
It la flot that the road la flot ln a fit con-
dition, but It la that nobody connected with
it ln any way finds it to bis interest or
advantage to keep the road ln operation.
That is the real reason I apprehend why it
le flot operated. It Is flot because legal
difficulties have occurred which we migbt
leglelate away. I do flot understand that
te be the cause ; but it le simply that in
granting the subsidy ln aid of this road,
pariliament bas flot given assistance to an
undertaklng of sufficient merlt in itself to
Justlfy Its construction. That le apparently
the difficulty. It is flot only in this par-
ticular locallty that we have cases of that
kind occurring. 1 arn happy to say there
are flot a great many ronds in the same
condition, but there are others. Now nnd
then a rond is ciosed down ; business bas
fallen away ; nobody wlll be reeponsible
for tbe wages ; the men ieave the employ-
ment of the rond, and the rond stops. There
la no remedy, as it appears to me. If nny-
body can suggest a remedy he will possese
a great deai more Ingenuity than I poesess.
What I mean to say le that there la no
practîcal remedy. It cannot be suggested
that the goverument would assume the re-
sponslbllity of bearing the cost of runnlng
the roade that are thus ufiprofitabie to
companies. That cannot be done. Now,
wbat le tbe remedy ? If my hon. friend
(Hon. Mr. Tarte) can suggest any remedy,
I tbink be would find a ready disposition
on ail sides to give to bis proposai every
possible consIderation. Unfortunately It is
the case that sncb ronde do now and then
stop until eomethlng occurs to revive busi-
ness or to encourage some one to take them
up. I agnin say that tbere le no cornes-
spondence ln the depantment except with
nefernece to the subsidies, and If the hon.
gentleman would lke to bave that I will
be glad to funnisb it.

Hon. Mr. TARTE. Let me say at once
that the minister is altogethen wnong in bis
supposition that tbe South Shone and the
Eastern Valley Rnilways are going tbnough
a country wbere the trade le Insufficient to
maîntain them. Thot Impression le alto-
gethen wrong. This nailwny nuns thnough
a fertile and wealthy country.

The MINISTER 0F RAILWAYS AND
CANALS. Then, why le It not donce?

Hon. Mr. TARTE. My bon. frlend bas
juet asked me If I bave a suggestion to offer.
I tbink the suggestion whicb would natun-

ally present ltself to any goverfiment would
be to see first that the subsîdies are proper-
ly npplied. If the subsidies are diverted
from their proper use, those who build the
rond and those who exploit it aftenwards nre
short of funde. I do not menn to make any
insinuation. I only state wbat I belleve la
in the mmnd of any public man of expert-
ence; and in these two cases I do not hesi-
tate to sny that it le within the knowledge
of those who know anytbing of affaire la
the province of Quebec, that the subsidies
bave flot been pnopenly applled from the
stnrt. When this panliament votes money
the govemfiment sbould see that the money
le applied for the purposes for whlcb it bas
been voted. If that hnd been done ln thie
case, 1 firmly believe that the rond would
bave been to-day ln full working orden.
The neason the rond le mot working is flot be-
cause there la 110 trade, but it ls be-
cause the rond bas fallen into the bande
0of people whom I may caîl echemens, speak-
ing without any offence to tbem at nîl-men
wbo have no money. Couldnfot this be pre-
vented 7 Is it flot possible, when this pan-
liament votes hundrede and thousande of
dollars by way of subsidies to any nailway,
to provide that the rond shal flot change
bande witbout the govenment being ln-
formed, or being ln a position to prevent It
faillng into the bande of people wbo have
no money to exploit it ? 1 caîl the attention
of the House to the position of these two
ralînoade. In both cases large parte of the
subsidies voted by this parliament and by
the Quebec legielature bave flot been em-
ployed ne they should have been. Non are
these the only cases. I migbt nefen to the
Baie des Chaleurs Railway, about wbicb we
had a great deal of trouble, and for juet the
came reason. I do flot make any panty ne-
fenence, because that nailway wae bulIt un-
der tbe Conenvative negime. This le no
party question; it le a question of public
i.olicy. This Hlouse sbould not vote anY
more railway subsidies witbout taking the
means to sc that those subsidies ire pro-
penly applied.

The MINISTER 0r' RAILWAYS AND
CANALS. Wlil my bon. friend permit me
to ask hlm n question ? I understnnd that
this rond is flot now running and bas not
been for some littie time. Ie my bon. friend's
object to bave this rond mun ? It bas not
been bullt ln my time, so fan as my memory
serves me. Suppose there le eometbing we
could do ln the future to sc that the cub-
sidies grnnted, if any are granted, shall find
thein way exclusiveiy into the construction
of the rond. Ie that going to belp towands
getting the present Soutb-eastern Valley
Rillway Into operation ?7

HIon. Mr. HIAGGART. Is the whole of
thie road flot openating or only a portion
of It ?

Hon. Mr. TARTE. The whole road from
Iberville to Sorel le flot running and lias
been closed for two montbs. My bon. friend


