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best of his ability, lie could assure the cases of a similar character had also been
House that if there was any laxity at any brought to light i the ipper Provinces.
port lie was ignorant of it. It was truc W ile le mentionec those facts to show
that under the old systein in that irregularities did exist, and had been
Nova Scotia, there was considera- discovered by the Govcrnment inspectors,
ble freedom allowed the collectors ; lie, at the sane time, desired to state that
that in country towns and i illages it was every liberty and the benefit of every
the practice for collectors fre-iuently to doubt would always be given to the mer-
allow goods to pass into the hands of chant in case of trouble and difficulty.
merchants without pre-payment of the It bcing six c'clock tli SPEAKER left
duties. It was quite possible that this the chair.
system might to a certain extent
have been adopted by some of
the officers ; but on ail these occasions AFE RC5

the office r was el to be responsibie, and The lieuse again went into Committee
lic was not aware of a single case in which iof Supplv, Mr. SCATCHERD in tlie chair.
a singIe dollar bal been lost te the revenue dThe Comittee resumed consideration
from any laxity cf that kind. cIf any case of the item of 721,520. 25, collection cf
couki be mcntioned, lic would be glad te customs.
give explanations in respect te it. Wliat Mr. KJBKPATLICK said lie theuglit
lie complained cf inb the statements made it rigbt te cal the attention cf the Cern-
by the Finance Minister was that the mitte te the anount cf nd0,000, te cover
charges wer insinuated rather than made appointents, promotions, &hc. It was
in terms wlr hwould enable a rember ver strange that the Govcrnment slould
who ban occupied the position cf Minister ask for a sum cf money like this
cf Custonis te meed it promptly and deal without any statement cf its pur-

ith it as night be required and in a pos fhether than that quotcd.
arvin would on. gentlemen opposite, whern tide

meet the matisfaction cf the leuse. were in opposition twey cried ot against
lion. Mi% BUIRPFE said lie did net the voting cf nioney wlien its purpose was

understand Lis colleaguie, tleclbon. iMinister net clearly specifled, aud lie thouglit tliey
cf Finance, te have coarged the member were justifl d in dingR se. The systcrn
fer Cumberland with any negleet cf uty was a mest reprehensible e, but in this
whule Minister cf Customs. It was quite case tley could net make use cf the tu
truc, lwevcr, as bis colleague liad said, qoque argument and repl that lien. gen-
that irregularities did exist whulc the lion. tiemen on bis side cf the iouse ad don
member fer Cumberland was at the limd the same thing when they were in power,
cf the Departmet. Tley liad be for tin item appeard in the estimates last
rivealed by Inspectrs, appeinted by the year for the first tioe.
preseut Goverument, who aad obeen ln. Mt. BURPEE thnugot this
inspecting the offices in the Provinces cf money ad been votd in some way for a
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec considerable number cf yiars, and e
and Ontario, and in some instances the knew at any rate that there H sas likly te
irregularities had beHn going on since 186. be use for it. The estimate for the port
These irregularities were found t involve cf r alifax, for exampe, would be exceedeu
aloss in two places cf $16000, and theyhad le had ne doumt, and it was t meet con-
been going on since 1868. It appeared tingencies cf tois kfnd that the vote was
that the cllectors fad be in the habit asked. 0f course if it were net eedcd
cf allowing merchats tol take goods from it would net sie used. e migt add that
ware-iouses, steama vessels or cars, without it often happened that they liad te appoint
any regard te their being in bond, and ext-a inspectors te go to certain ports of
without duty being first paid on tbem. the Dominion, and this item would meet
At another place merclants iad been expenses cf that kind.
allowed t, b.ring gwods into the Dominion Mr. BOWELL asked if these expenses
across a river which formed tne boundary were nt covered by the vote of $15,he
between Canada and the, United States, fer contingencies cf dead office.
and iake their returnw for the duties at Mr, JONES (South Leeds) complained
the end cf one or two mendia. Some c the small salaries paid the officers at a

ton. eor. eupper.
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