
The Chair set three goals for the roundtable:

1. to create a learning circle to share ideas and experiences,
2. to contrihute ideas to the development of Canada's relations within the Hemisphere,

including hndigenous to Indigenous Peoples issues (Le., squarely address what flic issues
are and attempt to chart a course toward flic 2001 Quebec City Summit),

3. to build relationships and networks.

He sugesedth agenda for the day to be free and encouraged an open discussion with
govrnmntofficiais. A thmtcreport would be distributed following flhc roundtable to the
poiymakers at th Dpatmn of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, other Departments,

Mfer roundtable introductions, National Chief Phil Fontaine made a brief presentation.
He elomd tefl ric iat on behalf of the First Nations and thanked them for their
enggemnt.He saw the meeting as an important step to shift attention to Indigenous Pcoples's

issues and to examine how these issues fit into a larger Hemisphere context. He went on to say
flh t whl th atiiat came from différent bakrudthey shared some cmo

obetves. Thefirst' obiv was to ensure thtthe interests and rights ofindigenous Peoples
are protected and that Indigenous Peoples play a large rois mn this process. Thw second

objctie as o eevte ndienus Peopkesfrom thw poverty and miwey they face in their every
dylives. Hie countered the argument that the reserve system is key to poverty among Indigenous

Peoples. Those living off reserves are ofien flhe most impoverished, lic said. Intaracism is

Drawng atenion ta Iast year~s gteing of tribal leaders from
in Vancouver, 1w said that "there is a great value in carri ng out

ý uderay o btte copertewith the National Congress of
reli as other Indigenu Peoples of the Americas. Unified, the


