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2. ‘Considers’ that this research and the international discussion on the subject has led to an
increased understanding of the wounding effects of small-calibre weapon systems and of the
parameters involved,

3. ‘Believes’ that such research, including testing of small-calibre weapon systems, should be
continued with a view to developing standardized assessment methodology relative to ballistic
parameters and medical effects of such systems;

4. ‘Invites’ Governments to carry out further research, jointly or individually on the wounding
effects of small-calibre weapon systems and to communicate, where possible, their findings and
conclusions;

5. “Welcomes’ the announcement that an international scientific symposium on wound ballistics
will be held in Gothenburg, Sweden, in late 1980 or in 1981, and hopes that the results of the
symposium will be made available to the United Nations Disarmament Commission, the
Committee on Disarmament and other interested fora; 6. ‘Appeals’ to all Governments to
exercise the utmost care in the development of small-calibre weapon systems, so as to avoid an
unnecessary escalation of the injurious effects of such systems.

Protocol On Blinding LASERS

Article 1
It is prohbited to employ laser beams of a nature to cause permanent blindness (serious damage)
against the eyesight of persons as a method of warfare.

Article 2
It is prohibited to (produce and) employ laser weapons primarily designed to blind permanently

Article 3
Blinding as an incidental or collateral effect of the legitimate employment of laser beams on the
battlefield is not covered by this prohibition.



