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CANADA ANI) NEW FRE~NCH AGENCY

Prie Minister Trudeau annouaiced recently thnt
Canada had ratified theq Convenition on the. Agency for
Cultu~ral andi Technical Co..operation.

Canada particlpated actively in the, second con-
ference o~f countries wbolly or partially French-
speaking held in Niamey, Niger, in March 1970 for
the. purpose of creatint an agesicy for culturel and
technical co-operation apiong Frencb-speaking coun-
tries. The Canadien delegation, iieaded l'y the Secre-
tary of State, Mr. Gérard Pelletier, included repre-
sentatives of the. provincial gpvernments of Quebec,
New 11runswicc, Ontario and Manitoba. On Mardi 20,
subject to ratification, Canada signeed the. convention
establlshing the Agency.

In announcing the ratification by Canada the
Prime Minister ecpressed satisfaction that, by this
action, the Canadien Govemnment had foraey con-
firnied the support it hart given to the. establishmnirt
of such an Agency, whicii grated an institutional
framnework to la Francophonie. He relterated that the.
participation of Canada ini la Francophonie, and more
specifically in the Agency, wa# a projection of Can-
ada's b*iinpLaiam on the. International level, and
weu within the. fuaniewok of Canadien po1icy, aimed
et brlnging about the best posiblte1 relaions with*
PFrench-speaking countries, and increased economic
co-iperatlon with Africa.

Witii 23 nienber countries, the. Agency for Cul-
turel and Technlcal Co-operetion is intended es-
sentially to furtiier the establishment and develop-
nment of niultiIateral co-operationa mong its niemiiers
in education, culture, science and tectrnoloqy, and
tIras foster closer relations among peoples who shate
thre French lpanga. and culture.

FAMILY PLANNING PROURAM
Healtii end Weafe Minipter, Mr.' John Munro,

han, anoced fe4eral progutar of resarch,~ training
and public information in fetnily planning. In adopting
tlhis program, Mr. Munro said that the* Gover et
supported the riglit of Canadiens to exercise fre
choice in the. practice of family planning. '<It is our
hope," b. said, "'tIat through the Prpgrup, aiY
planning information andi services will banome avai-
able tp ûIl wiiq went tIranr,

The. MIiiter saud tIret his Depertmnas wouWd en-
courage reearch in thi fild ttrrough gpente and
contracta to otiier agenie as watt as within thea
flapartamaat. I wil disata informnation on femily
planning< in collaboration witIr provinial gvrments

VOLUNTAY USE OF SERVICE
Mr. Munro easpnsized that use of the information and
services to be ofee ould be on avlnrybasAs.

cAion to be taIras b thep in iultiz$en. Ther

will b. no suggestion of coercion toward ahynne; we
sheit do everything possible to safrguard egainst
thaet. "

The Goveminent Iras been concerned wlth Cen-
ada's rate of progress ln reducing infant niortality,
being outranked by cotintries having national faniily-
planning progranis.

"Thre le good tesson to believe,'" Mr. Mrou
said, «tIret effective programs for frnrily planning
would redue the incidence of unwanted childen, of
ehulti neglect, abandonment, deseution, welfete de-
pentlency and child abuse."

Tiie Minister pointed out tiret a number of pro-
vinces already offer famuly-pianning services in
varying degrees. Discussions indicate a positive
interest in federal information and con sultationr pro-
posais. Tiie organizetion and administration of
family-planning programa, will Ire assumed prim.tlly
at the provincial levai.

INCREASED DEMAND FOR WIIEAT


