hina’s zealous efforts to develop its

securities sector have meant good
news for Montreal-based Eicon
Technology Corp., which specializes in
the design and manufacture of data com-
munications products that connect per-
sonal computers to corporate informa-
tion systems.

Eicon’s world-class expertise has helped
it win business in China, playing a small
role in the government’s ambitious goal
to upgrade the telecommunication sec-
tor to keep pace with the country’s
rapid economic development.

Among the high-profile contracts won
by Eicon in China was a US$100,000 deal
in 1991 to supply more than 100 broker-
age firms with computer hardware and
software to access and communicate
with the Shenzhen Securities Exchange’s
mainframe computer.

Stock exchanges in Sichuan and
Zhejiang have also purchased Eicon
hardware and the company is now bid-
ding for a US$500,000 contract that
would allow brokers in Shenzhen to

communicate with the stock exchange
via satellite.

“It’s a big contract and we are trying to
clarify our strategy for further develop-
ment at this stage,” said Li Zhou, Eicon’s
business development manager for Asia,
who added that discussions are now also
taking place with stock exchanges in
Chongging and Zhejiang.

“Almost everyone who knows our prod-
ucts feels there is great potential in
China because we offer an open plat-
form so all kinds of computers can con-
nect to our cards.”

i, a native of Beijing, will focus

much of his energy on developing
Eicon’s business in China. An important
part of Eicon’s efforts to crack the mar-
ket will involve offering technical semi-
nars and participation in trade shows.
Eicon also plans to open its own office
in China to enhance its sales and techni-
cal support in the market.

Eicon, which was awarded the Canada
Export Award in 1989 and 1992 and the
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Canadian Certificate of Merit in 1990,
started to actively pursue sales in Asia
about three years ago when it appointed
Hong Kong-based Telecommun-
ications and Security Services Ltd. (TSSL)
as its exclusive distributor in Hong
Kong.

TSSL, which is responsible for the sale,
installation and maintenance of Eicon’s
products, recently signed a contract to
become the company’s master distribu-
tor in China, where it has an office in
Beijing.

I nvestors are now able to participate

in Eicon’s growth after it listed on
the Montreal Exchange in October
through an C$52.5 million initial public
offering. The stock has already provided
good returns with a 20 per cent jump to
about C$13 in early January.

For the three months to September 30,
Eicon’s net income more than doubled
to C$4 million from C$1.7 million. Sales
climbed 31.2 per cent to C$16.8 million
from C$12.7 million.

The core of Eicon’s technology is the
EiconCard, a printed circuit board that is
used for three main types of software
also made by the company. ¢
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DELIA SCHOOL OF CANADA

OFFERS

CANADIAN EDUCATION IN HONG KONG

¢ Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12/Ontario Academic Courses

° Officially recognized by the Ministries of Education of Ontario, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and

¢  Secondary students receive a Canadian high school graduation diploma which qualifies them to
apply to universities and colleges in Canada, the USA, and other countries

¢ Graduates, on completing 2 or 3 years of study at our school, are exempt from the TOEFL
requirement of some of the leading Canadian universities

. Acadia University, Canada, Bachelor of Business Administration Transfer Program
®  Child Care Certificate of Specialization Program

e English as a Second Language Program and Heritage Language Programs in French, Chinese,

®  Staffed by fully qualified Canadian teachers, recruited from Canada

Applications are now being accepted for all programs at the Delia School of Canada

Taikoo Shing Campus
Elementary Section

G/F, Po Shan Mansion
Taikoo Shing, Hong Kong
Tel: 885 4786 Fax: 513 8240

Secondary Section

1 Tai Fung Road

Taikoo Shing, Hong Kong
Tel: 884 4165 Fax: 886 0813

Mei Foo Campus
Elementary and Secondary
80-86 Broadway,

Mei Foo Sun Chuen, Kowloon
Tel: 742 2027 Fax: 744 1367
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