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DEFINITION OF AGGRESSION

Basing itself on the fact that one of the fundamental 
purposes of the United Nations is to maintain international peace 
and security and to take effective collective measures for the 
prevention and removal of threats to the peace, and for the suppression 
of acts of aggression or other breaches of the peace.

Recalling that Article 39 of the Charter states that the 
Security Council shall determine the existence of any threat to the 
peace, breach of the peace or act of aggression and shall make 
recommendations or decide what measures shall be taken in accordance 
with Articles 41 and 42 to maintain or restore international peace and 
security,

*

Recalling also the duty of States under the Charter of the 
United Nations to settle their international disputes by peaceful 
means in order not to endanger international peace, security and justice,

Bearing in mind that nothing in this definition shall be 
interpreted as in any way affecting the scope of the provisions of the
United Nations Charter with respect to functions and powers of the
organs of the United Nations,

Considering also that since aggression is the most serious 
and dangerous form of the illegal use of force, being fraught, in the 
conditions created by the existence of all types of weapons of mass
destruction, with the possible threat of a world conflict with all its
catastrophic consequences, aggression should be defined at the present 
stage,

Reaffirming the duty of States not to use armed force to 
deprive peoples of their right to self-determination, freedom and 
independence or to disrupt territorial integrity,

Reaffirming also that the territory of a State shall not be 
violated by being the object, even temporarily, of military occupation 
or of other measures of force taken by another State in contravention 
of the Charter, and that it shall not be the object of acquisition by 
another State resulting from such measures or the threat thereof,

Reaffirming also the provisions of the Declaration on 
Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and 
cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United 
Nations,

Convinced that the adoption of a definition of aggression 
ought to have the effect of deterring a potential aggressor, would 
simplify the determination of acts of aggression and the implementation 
of measures to stop them and would also facilitate the protection of
the rights and lawful interests of the victim and the rendering of 
assistance to the victim,


