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On joining a Signal Company you sdOuld always
bear in mind that you belong to, a unit of specialists;
the word has a comforting so-and, and will give you a
sense ni superiority over the common berd. Yo. are
no longer a mere cypher, though before yon have ad'
a sample of ail the sections yru may proibabiy find it
diffleuit In per'suade yourel tat you are indispensable.

A short description of the different departments of
our gat.hering oi specialists may be of interest to some
ci th.ose desirous of juining a Signal Conany, but who
are ignorant of the chief features and 'advantages of
this special branch of our Army.

1 will mention, firstly. the office, with its atmosphere
?f dignity and secînsion. This part of the organisation
in commnonly known as the "King of Indoor Sports."
The sapper who, is assigned to this branch oi the work
may hear whispers ni "bonb proof " f romn jealous ont-
'tiers, but he should remember that "the pen is

mightier than the sword," and regard with supreme
coiitempt ail other departments of the Company. Mis
section is always the bramas of the outfit, and the others
only exist as an afterthought. It is advisabie tu deal
gently with Superintendents. Remnember, tbey grow
old with wnrry, and their responsibilities are said to be
terrible, though what they worry about no onse knows,
it mont be a military secret. Ail Superintendents have
their pc uliarities, and, like a nervous horse, they need
ta be humored ;"but do Ont criticize their failings, for
like aIl great men they cannot carry on if the mere
vabble indu Ige in useless criticism. Some have a ten-
dency to spend their time when off shift shining-equip-
mnent and waiting for tonals, bot that is only the ecceis-
tricities of genius. Mention miay here be made of the
aristocracy oi the unit, wbo have a sornewbat distant
connection with the Signal Office the D.R. Section.
To belon g to this set, which is a very exclusive one, is
usually the height of ambition for the young bloods of
the Company, but such an eminence is only gained by
the chosen few. A despatch rider is bnrn, not made;
àV is also said to be hereditary. Occasionally, these
distinguished personages have been known ta ride motar
qcles and deliver despatches, but that is oniy a aide
Une. The miaini esentials are to ha a gond basebaîl
player, dress as rnuch as possible lll<e a highwayman,
and pose as Vhe romantic element of Vhe Company.

The inemen, another iîîterésting race, are sometimes
mistaken for travelling dentists, nwing ta the evil look-

nginstruments wîth which Vhey festoon themseves.
They are the men wvho look for trouble, and, judging by
their remarks, they are frequenitly successful un fin iiig
it. The members of thîs section undoubtedly work, but
as they search for it, nobody sympathises with them.

.If. you are ever allntted to the borse lins do not
imagine, as a consequence, that you will find employ-
ment in looking alter horses. These valoable aniis
have a sense of humour, but it is not considered advis-
able ta develop it. Consequently, many a wouki-be
rider, wbo bas visions of riding breeches and jingling
apura, finds himseli scraping nou off the wbeel of a
wagon; and it, is at times like thîs that your belief in
yourself as a specialist is hable to wane eomewhat,
unlesa you have enithtisiasm down tu a fine art. It bas
been noticed that men empioyed at this work sometimes
deve1o a " lean and bungry look."

B3eiore being long ini a Signal Com y yo wil]
prohably hear or see something ni the W ie sSection.
'The der-vation of Vhe word wireless is uncertain, but
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it bas been suggested that the word was i'riginally
workless. Cases have been kîîown. when one of these
mnen bas A.ctually beeu seen wnrking at wireless, but
sncb discoveî'ies are rare. As everybody in the unit, o!
course, earns bis money as a specialist, these men are
apparently paid for wbat they know. They eau gener.
ai1 leh seen in a semi-dressed condition, making their
bilets more comiortable, or arguing about the dîfferen-
tial calculus.

Besides, the main departmnentsai ofhe Company, there
are several individuals or smali groupa of individuals
without, which the wonderful inner mechanism ni the
unit could nat revolve smoothly. I refer to the Q.M.
Stores, Cook Bouse, and Mail Department. As an out-
sider, you might imagine that tbe first named of these
tbree indispensable departments existed for the purpase
ci providing equipment ta, the personnel of the Coim-
pany, bot as ons of many who have paid several unsuc-
cessfol visits there, I can assure you that the establisb-
ment is apprently used ta keep ail its contents as an
exhibit. e. onl thing omitted to complets this im-
pression is a numnber oi 'Do not Touch - notices.

Some famous persan once said that an army, figbts
on its stomacb. As a Signal Company does not figbt,
the powers that be evidently consider that it is not
necessary to cater tu the stomach; at lsast, that in
what soins of us think. The cook and bis accomplicei
in crime have ahl hearts of stone, and you will not get,
any more bacon sither by threats or lavîsh compliments,
thougb somne still continue ta peddle ths aid lins of*
staff.

The iast indivîdual ta wbam I would draw attention
is Vhe mail mani; be is quite an important and
pficturesque persanality. Spurs are appa rently worn
by this gentleman, ifor the samne î'sason that an ambas-
sador wears a sword, because there is no possibility of
e1ther being used. The wondsr!ul gloa on bis care-
fuliy Pard bair is a'triumph oi toilet art. Re delivers
a iew letters and parcels by way ai recreation. Ris real
business is tuoadd taone tu the unit.
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Our Job.
The Canadian Engîneers are always - on the jOb,"

and in publishing5 aper O'Leary's fine allegorical
drawing, we are reminde d.nat only oi our present work.
but o! Vhs lifelong work. whicb we shail inherit as a
legacyý,from. our fight for freedam; a wark which we
ourselves will leave unflnisbed, (as ail pragress is aniy
a step), but whicb, we shail hand on to aur sons, and
tbe to their sons for sTar.

N3ational re-cunstruction and national evolution can
olybe welded and motiided into a fine, complote
ediLceof national streugth by the combined Veam work
ai aIl thse peaple.

And kesp this in mind-that ta build a truc and
solid nation, purity' and integrrity are the main require-

ns in the indivîdual. Politice must ba pure, religion
and art must be pure, commerce must be straight, and
men must be ail ai thesa thinga.

That is thse ideal nation, and the duty we shaîl
inherit from thse warld-war is ta build that nation.

LOST, STOLEN, ORl STRAYED-A venerablo seataring
gentleman out of thse Arabian Nights. R.ecsntly
turned Sapper for duration ai war, but still answer-
ing Vo bis old name ci "Sinbad." Belisved ta be
samewbere in France. Anyone giving information
as ta bis wbereabaists, will be rawarded (perbapa).
Address, office o! this journal.


