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For the RETIEW1

New Brunswick Schools of the Oldet Tixe,

TniFM ~ Sno iru

We corn e ow teo thI e 0,11silv ra t1il on a il vx ri 'IV

intereting featuire in the earl v histoirv of New

wick schools. narnely the risce and deline of thle

Madras system of educa.ýtioni. Wi t h i ts tnt rodiuetion
the naine of Lt.. Governor Gvo. StraevSm t insl-

separabhv connected. Ife was, froni the' irst its warmi
friend and (levoted patronî.

Before speaking of the' Madras schools as estab..

lished in this Province, a short I accotint of their enigin
may be of interest. The system lias beeri variousqlv
termed the Madras, the National. the' Bell or the
Lancaster system, and at one trne rnnch controversv
prevailed as to the mienta of the clainis of its rival
fonoders The origina1&or of the svstem however,
appears to bave been Dr. Andrew Bell, wbo v^s born
at tbe town of St. Andrews, Scotland, ti the year
1753. 11e graduated at the famou8 university of i@
native tovu, afterwards spending several years Ini
Arnerica. Returning home be vwu ordainei t.o the
ministry of the Chureh of England, and went ouit to
India where he wus stationed in 11789 as chaplain of
the garrison at Fort St. George, and minlister of St.
Mary's Church in the City of Madras. l n con nection
with the duties incident to bis position, he l)articu-
larly interested himself in the education of the orphan
oidren of the Milir.ary Asylum. By rea.on of a
scarcity of teachers be wau obliged to introduce the
system of mutual titition among the acholars. Ie
found the plan to an8wer so weli that he became cou-
vinced of its universal applicability and atter lits
return to England, elaborated his ideas on thie eub-

0 I the aouth trans.pt of the Cathedrai at FrederÎ'1'.: o~n uîîrbie
t&biet erected to the meinory of Major (ienerai Sniîyt h . Alî ,.'iii 1

a*t the top dipla)-u the strong features of the rugged old m)iwr andî.
t.he sword in the baek grouud recalis meniories of thet fieid of %WlIt4.rltm .
The inscription beiow tells "This tabiet w&8 ere.ted 1)y the ip'..de-

sire of an orphan datiglter anddison to testify thteîr gratefîi ro.*nîa
brance, and to record the virtues of their lamented fatiier, Major 4 èe,
George 8#tracey Srnyth; who died on the ',.thî day of :larch, >.5 iii thie
1%th year of his age, and whomme reuiiainJu are, interred in the v'ailit I1w
neat." Ater referring to other paulic servites the im&s-îpuiinî goes on.
to record the elt of the bite I.t. Governor in -"z4alousiy roiuaotlrgc

and liberaliy encouraging every lintiution that couid 1iiiplt the 1P).
vinoe and improve the rising geieratiou. Nor (lid lie ,iglit the- at..
aud oppreseed Atricans. evilicing lK us inaane attention tti their weifare
by estblishing and upholing wseboo-ls for their instruct ion and civiAlia
tAOnI '

In an eloquent sermon preached by the R1ev. Jamnes Soiua.rv.ie, NI, A.,
Principal of the Coilege. ut Freoiericton, on the ocefflion or thea-leth o.f
Major Genera.l Syrnth, ocurs the followlng pamage, -Thie- unw.-arit.d
exertions whlch he mnade for the education of the Youtil of thê eoiuntry.,
particulariy th.)%eeof t he iower orders, are known tiiroLgh thîe i<lc-

tent of this Province. Througli. is mê-ans, aided iay t1é li.unty uoft he,
liegioiature, t As now thie power oif thie poorest andrid nean.sî ii the
country to give their off spring a relagliouti and a moral editcaution"

eeti a rniIl ~'w ~ h o tw hi lititb.lUi )îshed lin 1797.
The otAbW11nj!vé-.Nir. 1 ý-mîcaèstv'r topned a school in
I .,indntit i te, iw hiîe4and %net with marked

.1 seh I.'~ r.w ho di vide4s w ith D r. Anclrew
Itell th li otur of e tý,ahli sh îng thew Masdras or National
svtein . was thle goqiiti E ngliith isolier wbo mer;ed
Mn the Ieti t )otnary war. I le wu* boru in South.

wark, Loindon, in I 7S. In thlie vear 1 gol1, ho ostab.
lislhed a largev schounl it Borotsgli ltoad, Londo.
lniabîlitv to hiro a$litatts kl dhifilto employ older
twlio1.rst; t teach thv vuinuger. T'he school, compri.
sing il t hi îiindi bovfs, wax divided Into mmmali classe*,
eaCih îîî1.ler the care of a monitor. A group of thoos
classes ius st.îperintendéti hy a hiend monitor, and the
(I:iiii-niillitlry systeni of discipline and gradation of
raiks caused the' whole establishment to assume au
orderl * , an,înated and very etriking apIpeeamnce

Laticaster admitted that lu the organisation of bis
sehool, lie wau indehted In the tiret instance W BM1,98
pamphlet for the Ides, bitt con tonded that Lb o uale
snibat(Iiienty worked out were bis own. 1ln a very
interoting pamphlet which ho published in 180-1, h.
describes the manner in which Ili@ staff of mouitors
tatight reading. writing and arithimetic by a mnetbod
of dirill and Bîmultaneoî,s exercise. Lancaster had
the I*,riS<)fal advattages of atiseca aptitude for
teaching and winning the confidencre of ebldren; but.
there were, attending disadvantages wbîh ssred in
some mesaure as an oitiet. lie was poor, and in
con8equence the equîpment of bis mehool vau of tb.
mnoot meagre kinit. The younger eildren usod larg
flat deskis covered with a thin layer of &and for ezoe
cise in writing Sheet. from a spelling book veon
pastcd on board@, placed hefore a clams and pointed Wo
tili every word wa8 recognized and spelled. Passae"
from the Bible werc printed on large shoota and suffi.
ced for reading and Seripture lousons.

Lancaster deviscd an elaborate system of punish-
moenta, including the use of sbackles, tyiog of bad
boys Lto a pi)llar, etc.: in omre cases offenders vers
Alung up to the roof. lic aIsoe employod divers mark#
of disgrace in the manner suggestod by mediieval pic-
tureâ of Saint Sehatian, together witb emphatio
appeals to the boys' sense of shame. Fur their enour-
agemient lie institited degreosi of rank, badges, offloos
and order of merit. ýN'hîlst these thinge undoubtedlY
made the school attractive to lads of ambition, it
i8 questionable whether they did not teud to dis-
courage the backward, as woli us to render the clever
boys vain and self-conscious.

It was an e88ential part of lAncaster's plan to
enligt the> inost promisiDg of hiesebcolars as monitors
or teaclierd, and preparo Lhom to bmeo chOOl-


