EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

young minds in the right way, many of whom
find the work sp disappointing, that they marry,
often unworthily, to be done with it. And after
all this we find that our labor produces inadequate
and wholly incommensurate results.

There are ideas brought forward laying empha-
sis on certain phases of the work, such as manual
training, industrial training, giving more time to
play and physical development, etc., but the
defect of the system is more fundamental than
the advocates of such. ideas seem to realize. It
is the whole system that is at fault. Such ideas,
though correct in themselves, are merely incidental.

The errors of the present system of education,
in my opinion, come from a misconception of the
human mind.

The mind of the infant contains, in a latent
state, the germ, so to speak, of all the powers that

he may afterwards manifest, and these powers,

to reach their highest usefulness, need to be called
into action, developed, cultivated and traiped in
a scientific and systematic manner. Whereas
the present method seems to indicate that the
accepted conception of mind is that of an empty
recepticle to be filled from without. We have not

got far away from that old idea of the rhymster.
Ram it in. Cram itf.?.lu-
Children’s heads are §

Those who created the Latin language had the

correct idea of education when they called it

e-ducare, to lead out. Those who formed the
English language seem to have derived the word
from 'ed-u-carry, dividing the word wrongly.
It should be e-du-ca-tion. .

We are at present trying to build an ideal
superstructure without first laying an adequate
foundation; or to be, perhaps, more exact, we
are trying to make a building by starting at one
outside wall, and working laboriously and uncer-
tainly along, laying a little foundation, building a
little wall, and adding a little roof, then more
foundation, more wall and more roof, and+so on,
until the subject of our experiment often gets
tired of the process and starts out for himself.
He may follow nature's laws intuitively and reach
success or blindly grope about and fail, according
to his inherent powers and his environment.

Instead of such procedure we should lay a

strong and ample foundation, according to biologi-

_EDUCATIONAL VOCATION.
By Pror. F. X. Sexton.
The members of the Maritime Branch
Canadian Manufacturers Association and
of the public gathered in the High School
for the purpose of listening to an address
F. H. Sexton, on Vocational E
necessary part of the school system of
if Canada is to get her fair share of
trade after the war. e
The Professor said in part as follows
“Vocational education is

ful occupations.

cal, physical, -psychological, moral and spiritual .,

laws —a foundation of muscle training, sense
training, and faculty training —and then build
upward toward completion. The Montessori
Method is a long step in the right dis

has not yet been adapted to any but small children.
(Continued next month.) :
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