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On Tuesdlay, iNay 6th, a pair of robinis (Merul.
nhiigratoria) beganl buihiing a nest iii a spruice tret
in front of our biouse. Tlhe site was cliosen in tliici,
twigs ilear the centre of the tree. Thli feniale col.
lected the nliateriai an(l <lic the building. Th liîalc
stayed iîcar bis mate l)ut neyer offered to assist, and(
even seenmed to regret that bousekeeping xvas soofl tu
claini bis attention. WVe did not like hiis wavYs just
dieu, for we thouiglt lie wvas too lazy to be a good
mate. Later on, lîowever, lie wvon our best wislies
ami relecinied lus cliaracter. The niateriai coliecte(i
was grass stemîs, inoss, an<l smlail rags for a foii-
dation, and grass witli root and earth attachied for
the wails. 'l'lie work was donc iii the early p)art of
tbc <iay, ani iii placing the materiai tbc femiale wouilc
gset iii the centre ami place the niesting arotund lier.
After working two <lays they left the îîest, evidentiy
to aiiow tbe walls to dry. «On \lay i 11h the niest
biad been liiied witbi fine'gràsses ani contained olie
egg. After dtis an egg was laid eachi sulcce(iing
day uintil the citciî of four was complete, and th,ý
feniale began to incuibate theml. This dutv shie faitlî-
fuliy performled for twvelve <iays wlîen 'the youing
broke the slielîs and tliere were four wee robins to0:
be feci. Thepieces of broken slielis were carried bv
the old b)irdlsaway froilî the îîest.

During the period of incubation Old Spiit-taii, as
we- name<I the maie (for be liàd lost the two iniddle
feathers of bis tail) begani to show bis good quali-
ties. He fed tlie femlale on the liest an<i kept other
robins away f ront the field whicb later was to bc
his hutnting grounld.

Wben the younig were biatcbied tlhere w'as a very
slight trace of <lown on the featber tracts. On the
fourth day the feather tracts slîowed the <lark sbade
of coming featbers, ani the lower ilamiibie was
soniewhat tbe longer. (Du the seventh <iay the eyes
were open, the fligbit featliers an inclb ami onie-fouirt!h
long, tail feathers hiaîf an inch long, ami tbe body
feathers sbowed piainilv. ()n tbe nitt dav, tbe
wig feathers were one and three-quarter inches
long, tail three-quarters, and body featliers one-biaîf
inch long. The uipper mandible was the longer. The
growtb continuied, but the v'oung did îlot care to bl,
biandled, s0 no mo'dre ineastiremients were taken.

Fourteen davs were spent iii the iiest, <iuring
which tinre they were wvell fed by both parents, wlbo
would also renýove any filth f roin -the nest wlben tbe v
would go away for food. Sorte (iavs wlien theý
weather was verv warmi tbe femiaie xvoul< stand on
the edge of the nest with winigs and taii spread and
<irooping and shade the suni froin the vouing. She
<lid flot do this continuially, but oly for short peri-
ods between excursions; after food.' Dulring ordini-
ary weatber wbien one of the parents wouild sec the
other coming to the îîest wvith food it would ini-
ilediatelv depart. At timies one wouild be seen tn
stop on a wood-piie and give -two iow calîs, andl the
pther would answer witbi one note froni tbe nest,

r wliein the flrst to cail wouild fly direct'to the nest.
.sa riie the male wvotld go inito tbe iîest froin one

dlirection; tlîe feniale approacbied froni the other side.
'l'lie foodI collected wvas eartbwornîis, cuitworms,
larv.v of Junie beeties, and we often saw tbeni take
\larclh-f jies whicli Nvere very plentifull on the grass.
'l'lie flics were stragglers fronii a liuge swarni wbicb
passe(i this place. Suicl a multitude was there that
thec noise of thecir wvings wvas like a strong wind.
lllev exten(le( over a mile in wi(lth, were more than

ant hiour passing; tlîe sky was ciouded witb their
iiuiiibers. wlîiclî exten(led fronii about twenty feet
abovc the earth, to ant tnknown hieigbt. After being
ont o Ilthe îîest three days the youing were left to
îîartl: care for theniscîves, and Mr. and Mrs. Split-
taii begani to 'build another ilest in a tree a few feet
frontî the flrst îîest. Thiree eggs were laid in this
nest, -,ii( now ()ld Split-taii's good quaiities were
well <lisplaye<l. He wotuld feed two of the young
that followcd inii about the iawn, and also take food
to his mate. besides lîaving an occasionai tussie with
trespassing nieiglibors.

()n 'first going out of tbe bouse one momning bhis
cries of distress called i m attention to, wbere he was
higlting somlethinig iii the grass. Mrs. Spiit-tail sat
on a w~oo<l-pile also nituch interested. Thinkin be
niiiglit be fighiting a siake I went to belp in the fray,
and wheil Oid Spiit-taii saw me, lie camne towards
nie witli cries of distress as though asking me to
assist linii. This move of bjs aiiowed his enemy-
wvhicli proved to be another'rôbin-to get to the
wood-pile, whiere tbey bad another fight, Spiit-tail
easiiv xvînning, an<i seenling mucli encouraged by
111%, pIresence. An uniooked for cbange came. Mrs.
Split-tail sat only a few days wben she set ber part-
lier at tlîe dutf' ôf incubating the eggs, and she built
another nest. laid two eggs, and began the dutifui
task of incubating themii In the meantime Mr. Split-
tail liad done bis duty well, and he bad a family of
three vouing, robins to care -for. July ioth, Mrs.
Split-tail wvas back to the second nest looking ver),
nîluçb downhearte(l, and Mrs. Moore remarked that
slhe niîust be sick. 1 said that if she was back to
that ilest that the îîest in the birch tree must bz
robbed, for 1 had seen a robin chasing a red squirrel
abolit the tree a little tume before. Sure enough
suicb was thé case, and later in tbe day Mrs. Split-
tail was at %vork lbelpinig feed the second brood. This
brood left tlie l'est Julv 14tb, and nine squirrels of

the immiediate vicinity bave died violent deaths front-
injuries inflicted by 'a lover of birds.

Had it not been for the splititaii of the maie of
this pair of robins wve wo.uild not have known that
the tlîree 'lests belonged to onlv one pair of birds.
There was no niiistaking the mark, and we were'able
to rea(i an intcrcsting chapter fromn the life bistory
of a pair of robins.

Miss Granimar-I thotught yoti had decided to eni1braý-
thec profession of teaching?

Miss Norrnal-Yes; b)ut, a profession ofl love carne i
way, and I decidcd to cmbrace that,


