
46 ÇANAI)1AN MUNICIPAL JOURNAL Vol. XIV., No. 2.

Build Roads and More Roads
CHARLES A. MULLEN.*

or shall we, while there is less hurry and mûre time, lay

T h e aothor would definite plans now se that w.hen we are called upon te ex-
pend human energy upon this important work it shall be

prefer te bc in a posi- utilized to the best possible advantage' of the men who
tion to enforce the wili be engaged therein and of the community of which
above caption as an Or- they wili be a part? Wili we use this labor, or waste it?
der; 'but, lacking 'the Hundreds of millions of dollars are now being used for
mantie ()f authority, war purposes, te kill men. It will not be possible, after
must bc content with this war, te explain te the returned soldier that the rea-
urging upon those who son why he may net produce the food, clothing, shelter,
do possess power the and other things that are necessary to give him the full-
,necessity of much roAd ness of IifEý Is that there la no money left. Somehow or
construction, other the thought bas gotten abroad that money la but

There are two great the cireulating medium by means of which these things
national extravagan- are done; and that If money will net creulate voIuntariIyý
cies in which CiviliZa- it must be conscripted and made te function. Either, by
tien must no longer present taxation, or by those bond Issues which are but
indulge. The first, deferred taxation, the mediumof ex'change must be màde
needy idle men; the forthcoming. Men wili no longer consent te suffer even
second, men net Offi- ýnçonvenience when tehy are willing te produce abundance.
c:ently employed in pro- The road plans of the Dominion, its Province;s, their
duction. We have al- Connties, Town-s and Cities, should bc worked out on a
ways had, in tirneS Of very comprehensive scale that shall Jeave as little as pos-
international peace, sible te chance. After the greatest- care has been taken,
more labor poveer than even then there will be enough.go wropg te engage the
we have u0ed; and thAt full attention of those In charge; and al] plans should
which. was eroployed be sufficlently elastic te be'susceptible of almost daily
seidom -reached any- improvement, If need be, during the actual progress of the

thing like reasonable productivity te the communitY, wOrk. Every organizatlon or Indivldual in -charge of
though It has ftequently piled up swollen fortune$ for the publie road matters should bc prepared with definIte plans
individuals who own those things necessary te industry. for almost Immediately starting work that would ordin-

We aregolng te build!roads after the war; many of arily require many years,
them. Oh yes we are; whether our dear eld E;tlck-in-the- There should be a co-ordination of enderavor between
muds think It advisable or net. We are also going _te do the different polltical units and sub-dtvisions te the end
very many'other things. on a stupendous ,aj, that now that the after-the-war highway building offensizýe shall
seems impossible te the pour human phonograph whose bc productive of suitable results. We may even need a
one refrain ta "Can't, Cant, Can't." We net Only can; General Staff In charge of highway work, çýhg shall have
but, te be blunt, we muai. authority te tell Alderman So-and-sd' where te get on and

The first great national w"te,ýneedIy Idle men, wili be off and te see that he does as bid. Already having a

upon us shortly after the close of the war. It will be food controller and a fuel controller, may we net also need

remedied, net because as a community we are too kind- a Dominion Publie Works Controller te co-ordinate the

hearted te see human being suffer want in the midst Of work on our highways in a satisfactory manner. la there

PlentY, for we have. often permitted that, but because the any reason, for instance, why the City of Blank, situated

needy idie men will then be, for the first time, siafnciently between the Countles of Blank, having the to*ns 'of

intelligent tg demand that this type of extravagance shall Blank as ita suburbs or close neighbors, and being the

net go on at their expense; and, for the safetY Of our converging.point of the Elank Provincial and Dominion

Own sanctimoniOus home-staying hides, we will listen. hlghways, should net be the centre of one well organized
road orgaritzation with equipment te do the work for ail?

te thern, fer feax of their rIghteous wrath.
The reàson we are now se largely a etuck-In-the-mud

The much greater danger tg thi communitY la froin the community la that te date we have never done more than
second great national waste; for while we will be corn nibble at our road work, with. only an occasionai loicality
polied te employ the neçdy idle men, no One may be taking a small bite. Te be succemdully &ttacked, this
kInd enough te force us te use their labor power in the problem needs heroic treatment by men'of broad Vision.
econoinical prodeution of real cornmunity values. In If It does net get such treatment, we $hall be the losers.
tact, efficient production will be only relativelY Possible It la net always the highway ' depattinents that are te
unless the preliminary work of, planning and laying, the blame; for the policies of the heada et aome .are se
toundation Of organiaztion la done now; it wili be too much in advance, of the public thought on the, subfect
late when the flood tide of labor power la upon us. that they can net carry out these, policies, and may only

The building of wagon raads is only, one of the rnany apProach them with cautious, simple educàtional steps.

thIngs that wili requirý doing and that will be done after NOW Pe0ýIe do net want to go on having things done

the war; yet, it la cluite an Imporýant, in tact, the Pioneer fer them In a haphazard waY, but each little community.,

atep, in all ter riterial Improvements, whetllet. it la the can net resolve Itself inta a group of road experts, nor

opening of new lands or the further advancement of Old can it afford te hire the znost competent men even If

gettlemente. The passing of a communIty from one Phase it had arrived at thé point where it recognIzed the neceB-

of highwny deve)opment te another always precedes a sitY for having them., Something must, be 'done along

raisIng of Its standard of community life; fer ",et 041Y broad lines; and that something requireu real political

do, horses and wagono and motor vehicles carry their pas- abllity, foresight, and faithfuineaB te the publie interest.,

sengers and treight over the pavod highways with ease, Our present statesmen seem huxdly to.have glimpsed the

but the ptLenoménon of social thinking that ha$ gradu- necessitles and the poêsibilities of the situationý May'

ally .ralsed our civilization te better levels must aise find they see, the light before dire necessity ýshall force thiair,
Its meana of.ready circulation through the samemedjum. hands In a way that wIll prciduce much social waste,

MZuming that Which la a foregv4e% conclusion. that atter Te conclude, the aut4or would urge that ýlaîn9 be

ùLe' wer we *ill jente.r upon a broad EFcberné- of road build- made ýLow, net after the war la over, for a trans-confin-

ing. and improving, how ShAllwe go about preparing for entai hlghWay, intér-urbý;.n heavy traffic roads, city streets

it? J3haÏi We trust te luck, -as usual, with, the comforting and county byways; and th&t the, plaiie be made, on a

knowledge that, oht wel) we will rauddlê tbro'ugh-,Someh0w; scale requiringgeneral co-opeeation; nôt the prementscherne
of ev.ery commu nly toi- Itzelt by -whlc)l none of us neem.

DeparunOnt-Milton Rersey, Company, te get much of anywhere. 1 belleve the Editor ofý. the

jÉýài , lneere, Inggýpéct .org, Indpatpial Canadian Municipal journal ýhaj% ,alr'eady, made isowe pný
pesais logking tç, t1liqý MMçll 4e4lrçel e114,-'.0, -York Wlnni"


