
THE VARSITY.

One day last week Miss Ester Alonzo, delegate from
Spain to the W.C.T. U. Convention, visited the college,
and about half-a-dozen undergraduates had the pleasure
of meeting lier and listening to a very brigbit and vivid
description of university 'ustoms at Madrid. American
girls generally get the credit of being able to start on a
trip round the world on short notice, but the Spanisb girls
are not behind tbem. Miss Alonzo started on lier trip
from Madrid to Toronto with but two bours' notice ; when
she reachied New York Mrs. Gulick who was to bave met
bier was, by somne mistake, not there. So this plucky
little Spanish girl who liad neyer talked English tili she
reacbed America, made bier way to Toronto ail alone.

We think we bave a biard time at our exaîninations,
and in other columns there are discussions as to whetber
we should bave our examination systemn abolîsbed ; but
those of us who listened to Senorita Alonzo know that our
luck is flot as liard as it might be. Fancy sitting withl ail
our fellow-students in a large hall waiting our turn ; and
wlien that turn camne, marcbing up to the piatform, facing
the professors there assembled, and drawing tbree halls
from an urn, submnitting to an oral examination on a set
of questions bearing the saine numbers as the aforesaid
halls. Tben, truly, we would tbinli our condition
wretched.

But tbe ordeai for the final degree, that of
M.A., is stili worse. Coming to tbe University the
candidate again draws one of these fatal halls. Corre-
sponding to the nuinher on tbe bail is a iist of two
or three subjects of whicb the candidate mnust choose
one, and with wliatever books bie requires must submit to
be locked up in a smali roorn tilt tbe examiners are ready
-sometimes it is necessary to remain even so long as
forty-eigbt bours. he bail of the university is open to al
wbo wish to attend, and wben bis turn bas corne the
candidate appears before the judges who have been
selected from, the most learned mer, of Spain. He must
there before this audience, upon tbe subject bie bias selected,
deliver an address of at least baif an hour's duration, and
must submit to an oral examination on ail bis subjects of
study. And as I iistened to Miss Alonzo's vivid descrip-
tion of bier feelings on that memorable occasion, 1 tbougbt
to nîyself, there were far worse things than our May ordeal,
and 1 was glad 1 do not live in Spain.

Miss Alonzo is the flrst girl graduate frorn the
University of Madrid, and at bier final examinations last
summer was so very fortunate as to obtain standing ini the
first rank-a tbing mucb rarer than here. Sbe toid us
there were now tbirty girls in the Preparatory Coilege,
and so it wouid seemn that in Spain also co-education bas
become established.

The attention of the coilege girls is called to tbe
Editoriai Box whicb the editors of S'esame have placed in
the reading room. Ail wbo are at ail so inclined are
asked to contribute to this box. It is not at ail necessary
in this way to disclose one's identity as it is not required
that the articles shahl be signed,-so the genius who wants
to keep berseif unknown may under this arrangement give
Seàane tbe benefit of bier ability.

The usual meeting of the Y.W.C.A. last Wednesday

afternoon was of a rather unusual -but flot the less inviting
character. It partook of the nature of an informai recepý
tion to the first year, ail the years, however, being inciuded
i the general invitation. Ariong the large number
assembled we were pleased to note Mrs. Hardie, the wife
of our missionary, Dr. Hardie, and aiso several graduates,
Misses Darling, Rutherford and Miller. Miss Hurlburt,
convener of the Membership Committee presided, and
opene(l the meeting witb a seripture reading. Sentence
prayers wcre offered by several of the Membership Coin-
mittee. Miss Menhiennick kindiy officiated as pianist.
Severai new members were proposed and accepted.
The varions postponed elections then took place. After
some littie excitement, owing to the non presence of
ballots, (it is a remarkabie fact that at the elections of the
varions societies this year tiiere hias been an unaccount-
able scarcity of these necessary bits of paper) the presi-
dent and secretary succeedcd in supplying the need, only
to see ail the offices filled by acclamation. A motion was
carried to the effect that a clause be added to the consti-
tution incorporating the class for mîssionary stndy into tbe
Society. A solo was rendered in a înost pleasing manner
by Miss McConnell. Miss Alexander, '99, then read a
well-written, tlîoroughly instructive paper on - Remember
the Sabbath Day." The fragrant odor of coffee now being
perceptible, this part of the meeting was brougbt to a
close to be foiiowed by another flot less interesting.

The girls established themnselves iii various cosy
corners or formed brighit animated groups, whiie the coin-
mittee proceedcd to disburse an abundant supply of coffee
and cake. Ail things, even good things, however, mnust
corne to an eîîd, and so thîs enjoyable receptions concluded
witli a bymn aîid with the repetition in concert of the
Mizpah benediction. The guests wended their way homne-
wards, with the exception of a few who most kindiy
remained to heip the committee wash dishes. Their kind-
ness was mucbi appreciated, and this opportunity is taken
of thanking t hem.

Under the very able leadership of Mr. W. F. Robin-
son the Ladies' Gice Club are progressing rapidiy in the
preparation of sorigs for the annuai concert. Mr. Robin-
son lias expressed himself as weli satisfied with the work
the club is doing, and the cornmittee are hoping that the
second public appearance wili be a most successfui one.
The music chosen by the conductor and the committee
jointiy is exceedingly pretty and well adapted for a ladies'
chorus, most of it is by well-known composers whose
naines are a guarantee of tbe good quaiity of the music.

Arrangements for the concert are about compieted
and it is expecteci that it will take place on Tbursday,
December 9 th in Association Hall. The committee have
engaged Mr Harold Jarvis of Detroit to assist at tbis
concert, and no effort will be spared to miake it a complete
success.

CARR, '98.

"COLLEGE TOPICS."1

it On Tuesday morning a new student publication made
s appearance in the corridors. Lt is a neat newspaper,

bearing on its flrst page the titie College Topics, and on its
editorial page the name of F. D.McEntee,' 9 9 , as the editor.
in-chief.

College Topics is certainly entering upon a new fild of
coliege journalism. Lt aims to give in brief, bright form, the
news from the various educationai institutions iri the city.
That this aim. is realized in the initial number is the ver-
dict of ail who have seen it, and if it may be taken as an
earnest for the future, Loltege Z'opics seems to have a bright
and prosperous course marked out for it.


