THE GUARDIEIAN,

o lay anew the foundation of theijc|
repentance and faith, and to escape all future unhap-
piness of the kind, by casting their care upon God
who careth for them, and never again distrustiug that
Providence who heareth the young ravens when they
cry for food, and who will not suffer them that trust
him to want any goed thing.— Preshyterian,
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A COUNTRY PASTOR,
T'he Sivolling Player,

U was not a little annoyed one morning, in walking
throtgh the prineipal streets of our small town, to
fiad placards posted in every direction announcing
thint the Thealre Royal would be opened on- the fol.
lowing Monday 5 and that their mnjesties’ servants
would have the licueur of performing certain pieces
for the amusement of the inhabitants, Races, those
mral pests to-a: neighbeurhood, had been held at
thecounty town s andd had no doubt but the Theglre

foyal was to lie under the direetion of some of those
wretched and unfortunate wanderers who frequent
such. scenes- of dissusting and debasing profligacy,|
ninistering to the worst propensities of the human
Leart, and extracting'from the pockéts of the astonish-
ed rustics seme portion of their hurd-earned wages,
and too often causing them to imbibe the most liren-
tious notions, A theatrieal booth ut a race, wake, or
fairy teems with moral pollution..

1 have never been able to enter into- the views of]
those who patronise or even palliate theatrical amuge-
ments., . Long-before 1 felt as ] now do on religious
subjects, [ could not but entertain strong views on
this point. A visit to a rural theatre, and to- one of
thoge of the metropelis, very carly convinced. me
that attendance -at sach places of public resort could
nat but-be productive of the worst consequences ; and
growing years, and incrensing  experience only
strengthen the impression so early made upon- my
mind. - Lhave never, in fact, met with any one
whom I could conscientiously regard as a real Chris-
tiany; who has differed from %ie on this peint.. Fhave
argued it again and again with many who have es-
teemed themsslves as fiends of raligion, but who
have condemried my views as narrow, uncharitable

- and not o brdstendod by Sevipture. 1 fully: agree
however; with the remarks of Archbishop Tillotson
on this'paint 2« Fshall only speak a few words con-

¥ serning plays,” says ho, Swhich as they are now op-

dered antony us uve o mighty reproach totheage nud

i nation . <. As-the thge now 18, they are iutole;:

able ;and not it to be permitted in & civilised, nyel

less in a Christian naiion. . They do most notoriou.s
minister both’ 1o infidelity and vice His anve jihe
provement taken plare since t! strong avimadyey-
sions were wri'tou ?  Unquestionnbly not. I lepen-

dent of tha himuoral temicuoy of tost piays, “dos o

the theatres of our metrepolis and large towns swarm

with the mostabandoned charactors of both dexes?

$ it not notorious that sueli charaeters are there ad-
mitted frea of expence? ' (hat (heir attendarice” in
many instnnees is encourdged, ‘nay, eagerly sought
after? “Shall ‘not I visit fup these things?” is the
question of thenhnighty Judge, How is it, then, that
the stage is, with all its inmoralities, supported even
in high quariers? Simply bee
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ause the Gospel of
Jesus Christ is not an operative principle with those
who patronise such hotbeds of iniquity. ¢
. DButto advert more especinlly to the hitle theatre
W our small country town. 1 ¢ould not but notice on
the day on which i reud the plagards alluded o, two
or three youngish-looking men strutting nbout in what
might be terned shabby-genleel npparel.. Their lodg-
g was a small public-house, of not the most respec-
table chavacter, the landiord of which had>some
small difficulty in procuring the venewal of his licence.
The entertainments of the evening commenced.. The
Weretched barn,—hired, by the by, from the lay rector
8t an-enormous rentyand in the fitting of which the
Sabbath had een.gpent,—was crowdeds and - among
the spectators were persons who were dependant on
the parishi (or relief.. The citertuinments were car-
tied on, oftenof a very lax deseription, for nearly a
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and the receipts not less so. fany families honoured
the petformances by their presence, Three of . the
Wives ofthe neighbenring gentry—1I much regret (o
Bay, all of them magistrates,—allowed their names to
8ppear as. lady-patronesses of an entertainment, at
tho performance of which every modest: woman
Would blush. ~But soit ‘was; A sermon preached
)Y me on the Sunday was the theme of much cou-
Yersation ¢ it was ridiculed by not a few; it was
Cemed an insult by many. 1 thank God it saved
More than one ot the congregation from falling a prey
1o the wilea of the destroyer, '
Of the strolling band which infested: onr parish,
era was ore in whom 1 could not but feel a very

He was a young man, as nearly as 1
ton

‘me in the street; and I found he

fortnighr, The patronage obtained was considerahile jif

did not lodgeat the !,

{public-house already adverted to. He looked as if;
consumption had begun its ravages; and 1 was in-
formed that it was frequently exceedingly difficult for
him to go through his part, owing to incessant eough
and languor. His history, as T after wards found, was
most distressing. A young man of good: family, but
of very small fortune, he had received the advantages
of an execellent education in carly youth, was intend-
ed for a learned. profession, and with this view bad
ibeen entered at one of the universities- He had very
early in life been deprived of the benefits of parental
are 3 8nd had but few of the comforts of a. hemei—
He was induced by some worthless comparions to
spend a Christmas vacation in London, where his
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t; Isay iff wedo this, I hope those: dis-
1 wanderings will never rise ap in judg-
And 13 for the frightful, blasphe-
e8, which some, even pious persons, are
ormented with; they, I say of all other irregular
houghts, hapé the least danger of sin in them, though
hey be not g0 solemnly and. formally dispured with
Beeanse, indeed they are g0
spnatare that no man in his wits,
sense of God or goodness can' be
henw  They are indeed
but by no means any sin, farther
e of them; and to appreve of them
good man is impossible, - Jrchbishop

abon

han we approv

ruin was campletedi. Ile constantly attended the
theatres, and beecame aequainted with some actors of
the lowest grade. His evenings and nights were pass-

Fiscellang,.

ed in the greatest dissipation... He removed his
name from the: college boards, and at length went
upon the stage.. His little patrimony was soon speut,
and he was compelled to nndertake some of the-low-
est pairts in comedy. . He was a good musician, sang
well, and generaily gained applause.  Alas, in what
a wretched atate ' must that mind be which, to minis-
ter to popular gratification, feels no repugnance, at
the employment of language too often licentious in
the extreme I "The history of actors, generally speak-
ing, affords melaneholy instances of the entire loss of
privciple. It discloses sad tales of suffering, penury,
and wretehedness, not unfiequently the lot of those
who are compelled-to put on the guise of cheertol-
ness, and tokeep the andience in a rour of laughter.
~ Disease had evidently marked this young man for(*
its early victim; and he was now obviously hasten-
ing to.an untimiely grave.  Qne of the netresses was
said to be his wifes she used his name at least, and
that was, as i3 often the cage; a feigned one.. She
nppem‘ed‘ however, to be but little aifected with his
deplorabie siate, testifying the demoralising influsnce
of alife of what the world ealls pleasure on the fe-
mule character. Ifelt anxious, it - wussible, to- have
gome conversation with the unbappy man, but found
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techising, and urged ministers
Ciﬂ t-e'm!em-.y to prop
young persons in the truth—-and prepare them ' to read
and hear ons to advantage, iely; every:
Lord’s day, he catechised theryouth and adults of :é
congregation, and this part of his lahours wa
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OBSERVATIONS ON. DIFEERENT SUBJECTS

MORAL AND DIVINE.
SELECTED FROM VARIOUS AUTHORS, FOR THE GUARDIAN ¥
BY W.N. OF COREWALL1S.}
g anecdote of the Rev, Thomas Doolitile
ed of him, that he took great delightin ca-
to i1, a8 having'a spe-
1gate know!e’dge—tq agst%iﬂl;’:h

A pleasin
t is obsery

serm Accordi

sattend-
ppiest effects, - Of this we have the fol
g striking instance s~ . e
- The question for thievening being, * What is ef-
: was given in the words
echism, This answer being ex-
Boolittle p?";?e_spd that the question. & |
swered,cby changing the words us and ™ 31_,?&
Py
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hould be ay X
d yv. Upon this'proposal, a solemn .

ourageto gnswer, At length a young man, |
o agey rose up,. aird with every mark
dndl dus Serisusiiess was enabled (o'

it impracticable ; every attempt [ made to~'See hini{[say, “Ei?'q«rfqag ling is- the Work of God’s spitity.
was finstrated, and more especially by his wife. 1jlwhereby busincing e ofmy sin and misery, en-'
was positively refused all access to him. His language, || lightening wy hind in the kiowledge of Christ, a
1 was infored, was very liventious and profligate. {renewing s Wil he did il 1‘1:3“.;‘1)]9 ME
Hislirtld earvings, for small indeed was the pitlnee ﬂ'“{’:‘@(?&sﬂs f:!l‘z‘iéf,' : YQ.‘-ME‘M] the y
ihat fell to his shave; were ehiefly expended v brandy.|[pel? TResec b Ayas = The

{1is reputed wife was little beter than bimzelfy being|jt
nearly abways.undes the influence of strong drink.
Caunld any case that (.’ﬂh’uf! for deeper comniisseratios:
ha presel; eidtoene’s hiofise e youny, unprincipiea
man, dead 1o every virtuons feeling, opposed to eve-
fyatier h
ening 1o the grave, almest by aseividal act—for
vides amd habits had vedueod strong apd athlete
friimie to the last stage ol eninciation—without one
warking voice to cail b 1o repeitanee—to implore
litn to flee from the waath to come, for wiercy to the
crous of the Redeemer—io assure him that pardon
night yet be procured, and Lell might yet be esca-
edy amd heaven might yet: be’ wons - He died in
wreeweelks aiterr the company left the town.  Hix
yoas b have heard, wére feartu |
nthe extreme ; alihough sone of his asseeiates
endeavoured to stapify Lim with spirvits, He was in
an ahmost raving statey and expived uttering blasphe-
tnier; the recitol of which was horrifie.

Is this a solitury instauee? 1 fear not. It is no
exaggorated case: Were it a solitary one, even of
itselt it should be sufficient to induce the pitrons of
theatrical amusements to reflecty that the suppont
which they give: to the stage ainy, in not a few in-
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stances, be instrumental in leading, not only the ac-
tors themselves, but their associates, to ruin.. Asso-

redly no man under the influence of igm Gospel wil}
hesitate for a-moment ag to the propriety, nay abso-
lite necesgity, of endeavouring to prevent those ovef
whom he has any influenece exposing themseives to
the maupifold temptations of a thealres—Church of|
Ingland Magazine.
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THOUGHTS.

When any tempiations are presented to vg from
without, we cannor, perhaps, avoid feeling an ir-
regular. passion, or wiotion, or inclination stirring
within us, upon occasion thereof; but yet at tha
very time it.is in our power, whether wo will comply
with those passions and inclinations, or not 3 Whether
we will pursue them further or not.. Now if we do
not consent to them, butendeavenrto stop, and stifle,
and resist them, a8 800n as we are aware‘of them
there is yet no harm dene. Our thoughts, how in-
deeent or irregular soever they were, are rather to be
accounted the infirmiiies of our corrupt nature, than
our sing plw:l.)er?;" 60 (-'ni!ed. !

And thus it i8 Hiltewige as to our wandering thoughts

v

dee{y interest, g

d judge, about 25 years of age. There was a
dogrog of elegance about him which-testified he wag, !
ROt of thie cowmon sert [ macked him as e pussed:

it onr prayers. 1f we'strive aguinat them, and en-
deavour to keep our minds in a devout, composed
temper, and siiend oy well 83 we can to the duty]
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mildly answered, ¢ Now, sir” «7
“and hear the word of the Lord, w
in 2 Cor. vi. 2, * Behold now is the
hold now is the day of Saly
God touched the heart of the Young
into the vestry, afler sermon,
uneasiness to stay, which
casioned by thu__
threatened, thatif ever he wont t
he would turi him out of qoors,

and being unable to cone
he was afraid 0 meeg h
down and wrote su affecting letter to bity,

W the questiondhag e ;} 4
iy, Phe ri.-ifw_'ru{ 0 .
Hgh expe t':-:ninn.l-, gmfﬂ#}? RN ‘
vith proots of unfeienetl plety. and‘modesty,
regaiion was hathed mtears. Observe, this
nit bivd beew converto d, 1y heing unfeci:fseﬂé
da honear, e Doulittle” saysy, “Of an jgnorar
il he bad Lecome a knowing g
ious profossorto Gods plory, and my great col

iﬁtm‘.f

—Lendeon Evangilical. Magazine. Pt
Here follows another rnecdote, of the x’&ﬁg
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neotioned Mi, Dooiiitle :— WAsER
tre bring eugnged in his vsual serviceon the Lord’s:

luy, and in eateclising, on a certain orcasion, when e
e had fluished his prayer, looking round upon the .

: ) e
o gaiion, he observed ayoung man just shut into-

s |

ouneot the: pews,who discovered much aneasiness in thag:

emed to have a desire togo out again., b
gire to detain him, -
Nt upon the following expedient. . Turning to ove of

he members of his ehurch, who satin the gallery, ha

of coming

il we

wked Lim aloud, “Broiher; do you repent

to Christ 7 No sir, £aid he, 1 never was happy il
then : T only repentthat I did not come to him sooher™
Mr. Doolitile themturned to the opposite gallery, and
addressed himeelf to an aged member
manner. % Brother, do you repe
Christ ?”  « No siry’! réplied he,
Lord from my youth up.”?
down upen fife young man, \ylmse attention was pow
fully engaged, and fixing his e
“ young man, are you willing to
This unexpected address from the
observation of ull the people,
sat down, and hilt his face.

him, encouraged him to rise,
Mr. Doolistle repeated it. & Young man, ure you wil-
lling to come to Ch_rist‘?” With & tremulous voice,
he replied, “ ¥es, sir” «But when, sir,” added the

in the same
nt of your coming te.
“I have known the "
Mr. Boolittle then Tooked'

yes nvon him, said,
come to Christ #'—
pulpit, exciting the
so affected him, that he
Phe person who sat next
aund answer the question,

ninister, ina solemn and loud tone. The Young man

hen stay,” enidl he,
hich yon will find
‘ aceepted time, be-
aton.? B this sermor,
man, ke came
dissolved in tears, The
Y he had manifested; was oo
Hjunction of lis father, whe had
o hear the flmutics,
Having now Lieard,
cal the feelings of his-m'md'
ig father. Mr. Dooligle st

which had'
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