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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

Six LEoNARD TiLLey's health is not in that promising state which
Wo‘_ﬂd Wwarrant the belief that he will ever again consent to resume the
acm."e duties of the office of Minister of Finance. The probability
:ﬁ?’mu his doing so amounts almost to an- absolute certainty. Meanwhile
Y a Perfunctory discharge of the duties can be expected from Mr.
ackenzie Bowell, who has on his hands, in addition, his own department of
ti:el ustom's. Never was there a time when the public finances so impera-
Y required the undivided attention of a strong directing hand as at
fvz::znt. There is heavy work for a Minister of Finance to do, and it is
raisedttat will not wait. Some sixty millions of'd‘ollat? will have to be
pa Y loan almost immediately ; twenty-five millions is a renewal Ipa?n,
Yment of which i only made necessary at present by the fact of notice
avm.g beon given that payment would be offered in June. This notice
:ieg”’fm, it seems, on the advice of the English financial agents of the
o la:“m(mt. When the notice was given it was probably not foreseen that
or, Ei; an additional amount as will be necessary would .have tf) pe askc::d
be 1061( Owever this may be, there can be no doubt that sixty millions will
8 sho sd upon by English financiers as too large a sum for Canada to as‘k
inCrea,;:‘ a t.lme after the last loan was contracted, zz.nd that Fhe country is
growthmg '1'38 debt at a rate which is greatly dlsproportlonate. to the
he sy, °f. ltf: resources. The money can be got ; but the concomitants of
it i scnPan to the loan may be expected to‘ convey an admonition that
requirZOt Wise to increase the debt at so rapid a rate, and that saffzty
h S.th&t the brakes be at once put on. But the debt accumulation

. Teoeived g momentum which makes a sudden and immediate pause

m : R .
waPOSfmble. The country has in progress the construction of a great rail-
hey’tln the Prosecution and the completion of which it is too late to pause;

""’hic}fouble In the North-West will occasion an expend'it.ure of mil%ions
tion mmust be provided. To whatever extent the necessities of the situa-
to be I:y’ 'n these particulars, compel extraordinary drafts on the Treasu'xgr
ble s tade’ to that extent the further increase of the .debt will be unalvzll -
n n;tiz that extent the increase of the debt is practically uncontrol aﬁ et;
estimatenal undertakings of unusual extent, it generally hfa,ppens that .r:

¥ whos T t00 low ; and from this error the country is now suﬁ'erlzlﬁ.
tagk bef?soe‘fer the duties of Finance Minister may be undertzav.k‘;a.r;3 (i
Tevenye }:e hl-m will be onerous and the responsibll}ty gre;?.t. Ad 1Ixona,s

leagree b(; WI“_ before long find it necessary to raise; thl'S duty, a Wﬁy
by his 9%, will be made the more ditficult from the adoption of 8 potlcy
e g‘:decesgw which, to put one dollar into the Tres.,s1'1ry, requlFrfas WZ

ore ig nen fron} tho taxpayers. In the office of Mlnl'stez' of' hlniriljh

& wily han réquired a man with a firm grasp of the subjects .w1tt “1: e
nd gy Ve to deal, fertile in expedients of a rational and legitimate )
® o keep at arm’s-length the crowd of men who have been encour-

aged to besiege the Treasury for promises of special legislation in favour of
their personal enterprises. But among the actual aspirants and possible
selections such a man has not yet appeared.

Revier for the Canadian Pacific Railway, which has bheen looked for
since the opening of the session, has come at last. The obligation to pro-
vide some measure of relief belongs to the class of unwelcome duties which
it was impossible to evade; the sacrifice it involves is made as a meansg of
escape from a greater evil. The road, and not only the road but the rail-
way system of which it is a part, called for further expenditure, and the
necessary means could be secured ouly by a further Government advance.
It is the first step, in enterprises of this magnitude, which involves all that
follows ; a road which had been carried to the heart of the Rockies must go
on to the Pacific. Through miscaleulations of various kinds, the contract
with the Syndicate led to the loan of last session, and that loan became the
father of the present. At each step the responsibility of the public is
increased, and it is well if its security is not diminished. So far as
Government and Parliament were concerned there was only one thing to be
done ; an increase of the Government advance to the company was indispen-
sable. The way in which the aid should be granted presented some choice,
but that aid should be granted was inevitable. For the first time the
connections of the Pacific Railway proper are recognized as having the
right to have expended on them money advanced by the Government,
Hitherto every dollar of the amount advanced was required to be expended
on the main line. The change opens up a prospect which is not altogether
pleasant. A large additional amount must be spent on the eastern con-
nections of the Pacific line proper, beyond what is provided ; and in view
of the fact that a temporary loan of five millions of dollars, which forms
part of the present plan of relief, may be applied to work on the connec-
tions, done or to be done, the connections and branches for which heavy
financing will yet be required, if they are not to drag, acquire a new if not an
agreeable interest. But it is obvious that when the main line is completed
the Government will not be in a position to make further advances ; if it
were, no doubt there would be a present temptation to assist in building a
North-West branch into the district where the insurrection has broken
out. For political railways the nation must pay in the end, whatever the
machinery of construction employed ; a fact which, after a somewhat varied
experience, we are now realizing.

Ix the North-West, on Sunday, Col. Otter, with a flying column of
three hundred men, had an engagement with Indians on Poundmaker’s
Reserve, in which his loss was seven killed and twenty wounded, that of
the enemy being fifty killed. The battle lasted seven hours, Otter’s
column warched seventy miles, fought the battle, and returned to their lines
within thirty hours. This is the sort of dash which Indians and Half-
breeds are supposed to be liable to make. The result of the contest,
morally and from a military standpoint, must be good. Edmonton has
been relieved without a fight. From General Middleton, who had been
waiting for supplies, a report of an engagement may arrive at any moment.
The Body Guard is being entrenched at Humboldt. Another priest,
stationed at Batouch, and who had refused to confess for insurrection, has
been murdered. There is said to be some danger that a considerable body
of Indians who have stolen large supplies of cattlé and horses may move
northwards in the direction of Peace River, where it'would be difficult if
not impossible to follow them through woods at so great a distance from

the base of supplies.

It may or may not have been inevitable that when the forces of
civilization came into contact with savage life in the North-West, a
collision would occur. But the actual contest was not begun by the
savage raising his tomahawk ; the first shot was fired by the Half-breeds,
who occupy an intermediate position between the civilized man and tl}e
savage, and who partake of the qualities of both, though of the ls:tter in
the larger degree. More hunters than herdsmen or tillers of the soil, they
suffer in common with their Indian ancestors from whatever tends to
lessen the supply of game, which has hitherto been the chief rel-ia.nce of
both. The vast herds of bison, as well as other kinds of game, dlsappep.r
before the advancing farmer, by whom. the soil is applied to a more




