
636 THE WEEK-

ON SAXON SOIL. -F.

SAXON SWITZERLAND.

And naw we are afi,)at, having received
itrict inj unctions f roin aur landiady ta avoid
the draughti on the steamer. 0ur point
of departure is the wharf af the Bohemian
-and Saxon Steamship Company, and aur
destination WNebhen, three miles up streamn.

About an bour befora rea-bing Weblen,
'the stane-quarrying, which fora sa8 impor-
tant a part of the industry of the Elbe
Valley, begins. Tais adds a buman interest
ta the scene, but mars its beauty. Not sa,
hawever, witb the boats, rafts, etc., which
navigate tl:e little river, and are aris of the
mast cbarming features. The diminutive
aize af everytbing, tbe aigus ai quiet and
ordered activity, togethor with the highly
picturesque character af the scenery, the
biut-in aspect af the wbole, and the ever

present, gently-fi)wing stream, beave an im-
pre8sion on the mind as; af a paint3d scene

presenting aIl the sorenity and heauty af
iefl and nature, with every coarser ele ment

lef t out.i The boats ahave aliuded ta are
varied, bath in color and formi; the major-
ity are of a pale barnit sienna tint, and they,
la well as the tiny raf ts, fi ,at do wn the rive c-
peacefuily prapelled by it alone, neither
s3ail nor aar being seeu. Many af the boats
were c wered in by a sort af Iaw, sloping
roof which gave thema the quaintest passible
appearance and caused Tîm ta dub tbem
Noah's Ark boats ; great was lier curiasity
as ta their contents, and if the sale abject
of aur expedition bad been ta discover the
i3ecrot of their cargoes, ber questions couid
muot have been more frivolous, nar lier sup-
positions mare unfounded. Laiter we isarnt
that mi6ny of tbem were laden witb fruit-
pickod by by pretty Bohomian girls-on its
way ta Hamburg.

The morning fallawing aur arrivai in
Wehlen, af ter drinking aur marning portion

* of coffoe, we feit inclined for a ramble in
the ioveiy woods which fori one af the

2h chief attractions af the neighborbood, and
lead thraugh the Il Uttorvalder ground "

ravine or gorge-up ta the IlB:uster " or
Bastion, the most conspicuous point af the
cliffi wbicb at this pain t rise ta a consider-
able beigbt above the river. The formation
of the rocks in this part af the country, and
indeed, tbroughout Saxon Switzerland, is
peculiar, the sandstono boinY deeply scored
down and acrosa-t.he surface mare or lesa
rounded, shbowing no angles, so that in
many places it looks as if baulder bai beon

f piled upon boulder by giant hands, and givos
frcee play ta an imaginative people for the
inenio of saga and Jegend. The rocky

wal fteground prosented this same pecu-
liar appearance, and the picturesque effictr' was heightened by the mosa-covered boul-
ders at the base af tho cifi, with ferns

rand bilberry bushes nestling in their cran-
'' nies, and bers and there a pine-tree, taîl

and stately, measuring its maiestic height
vagainsgt the rocks. Roi erring ta the brul-
'iliant lichen witb which the clifid were paint-

ed I asked Tum if she knew why the rocks
¶were 50o yellow ? She confessed she did

i ' not.
r "Tbereboy hanga a tale," 1 replied,

41which yau would bave k nawn, if, accord-
ing ta cantract, yau hall read up the saga@
of this district. 1 is relate3d that bis Sata-
nic Maj(-sty tried ta smake aut an anchorite
who lived in this ravine, and whose dovotian-
ai habits annoyod him. He didn't sunceod,bttesulphur usied for the purpose stuckto the rocks and disiclosed bis maliga inten-

tion ta ail succeeding generations."l

IlPoor oId Devii! said Tim sarrow-
f ulîy.

" Wbat do you men" 1 ex,ýlaimed,
greatly sbocked

" 6Oh ! natbing, anly I al ways sy mpathiz.
with the iasing sid 32"

Il Tbat'8 an amiable weakness if it isn't
carried toa far ; where buman beings ara
crncerned 1 alnit that extenuating circum-
stances."

lAad wbynat bore too?' The poor aid
cbap may have beon terribly hored down
there," painting mysteriausly ta where she
supp,)sed the cen'ýre ai the earth ta ho, Iland
in need of saime slight diversion, which of
cour8e, witb him wouid take the form af
mischief."

'- You make an excellent speciai picador,
Tim, but yon wiii allow that the saga ac-
counits for the colar af the cliffs."

IlYss," answered Tim, glibly, Il but not
for the milk in the cacoanut.'

IlOaily a Ceitic intelligence would ho
equal ta that beat. Suppose you oxercise
yau fertile brain upan it."

IlI should like ta give the matte, the
congideration it deserves, and when the
chDcolate man appe ira, ho shall take3 mý ta
a So)ut½ Pacifie isie, and providinc me with
aIl appiiancas noce isary for studying the
prabiem in the place wbero it grawa, tak3
bimself off, or, in mare eloquent la-igîaga,
disa?)pear."

Il Wbere ta? " I asked, in saine amize-
mont.

Il B3neath the bariz)n, af course. I
cauld not tolerat3 chocolats mon launging
about the h)rizrn as long, as l'ni engaged
soiving probleras; it wouid disturb th3 phil-
osophical atmosphero tao much."

Jnst at this point wd came ta a charin-
ing spot, and wbile eating aur lunch bore
Tim became attracted by an iridescent hluo
and green hostie on its hack among the
pine-needles, struggiing wildîy, witb its
hall dozen legs in the air , ta regain its nor-
mai position.

Il There's a pretty bit af colorn Poar
thin ; put bim on bis legs agtin, won't
you V

IlS>) that hoe may get inta my boat ?
No, thank you, ho romains on bis back."

IlI do cail tbat , men, you sbouldn't bit
a ma-1 whsn he's down," quotos Tim, rather
inappropriately.

"l I do hope be'll win, pour dear," says
Tim, meditatively. IlWbat wouid you do
if be did ? " turning ta me.

IlTnrn bim an bis back again," I say
decisiveiy, ciutcbing at my umbrelia.

"Oh, you savage 1 "
"Don't caîl namos, Tim. You know

yon would be the firat ta hase yaur seniss
if ho began ta crawl about your sacred per-
son."

"l Beautif ni creature !"continues sble,
after a pause, Ilbow hoe does shine and glit-
ter in the sua! Do you know," coaxingiy,
II should like ta see bis back ; I think it

muet be pale blue witb green stripes."
Wboreupan sho begins ta manipulate

him with the end af ber parasol. Presentiy
she in on lier kneos bending aver lier traa-
sure and seemB absorbed in silent admira.
tion ; in a minute, however, there is a piere-
ing shriek, and Tim is dancing litre a wild
Indian beneatb bis ced cedar-treo. It doos
not need ber gasiping ojaculations ta tell me
wbat bas bappeoe, and I wonld isten ta
bier aid wore I not laughing taa mucli ta
rise. At iast I contrai my mirth, and tak-
ing a few steps towards ber, say in sympa-
thetic tanos:

Ilu your boot, dear ?"
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"No," screams Tim, II up my
and round my bmik and everywhere. Oh:"
with a long-drawn sigh, "lJ can feel hl5i
waIking over me. I shail die ifln u
ute."

To avert suclb a catastrophe, I overcOwO'
my dread of anything with a muitipIicity 0'
legs and in a few minutes Timi is freed fr00
ber tormentor, but by this time is inl teare
of fright and anger, stam ping ber foot and
calling the beetie naines; he is again sprawl-
ing on bis back, and Tiri, after ehutn
ber vocabu'ary of abuse, siys she caneii
agine what Noah wanted to pit a tbing lik8
that in the ark for.

ICme, Mephisto," she conclades,
'~take me away. 1 don't see how yoU cil

bri-g me to a place like this, infested Ilith
reptiles. "

I remain in speechless in lignaliofl for
moment, but as 1 am about to lead the eay
out of the wood, ask ber if s11, ouldn G
like the b 'etie wrapped up in paper and
take hîm home,, stripes and ail.

Again we are afi >at. I have got Tiin
and bier belongingi on board, with the heIP
of all the members of the baker's faaWiîy'
wbere we bave been lodging, and therOe1'
notbing left bahind but good impressionls
an l ni )re current coin in the 'way of t'k
geld tha-.i I quite approve of, but whenl lue
is told ono's ideas in money matters are
microscopic, and it is binted tha, onle ha9n'
a'q saul to speak of, thon, 1 say, it requ1ires
more firmnness than somie people posse3s, 'lo
ta tura a mark inéo two, and two iato a
th7àler, whicb piece ofjuggling conseqllentl
took place, leaving the cammon purse 1nOre
de'bilitated than evor, for one of Tim'5 an""
hie weaknesses is the amount of rkqd
she oxpects ta get out of a ton-mark pieCei
and pay th,, rent with the remainder.

We were passing one of the prett58t
bits of the river, when I saw Tim c01ming
towards me from the direction of the con.
ductor'd offlc ý, looking supernaturally g0od'
Tais is one of ber best porformanceS3 for
anytbing so sublime in the way of expres,
sions as she can assume when on ber waY
ta, or caming from, a bad a,,tion, iust be
soon ta be appr.-ciatA 1d knew what it
was. She bad been tipping the handsOine
condactor and tipping him ont of ail Pro-
portion ta his expoctationî and our 1116Bfl 5

"Look bere, Tim," I said crossly, tgthis
wan't do, aour funds are getting a'armlingly
iaw and we shall soon be stranded bigh
and dry lapon the barren shores of penury*

"0cOr funds are getting low," repeated
Tim dreamily, ieaning over the gunwale Of
the boat, "lsto is the Elbe, and there iS every
prabability af aur being stranded a littie
further an, as the hed af the river is scar'
cely covered. I thought in tbat case it
didn't much matter who had cuir sn"Ili
change, Mephisto," said Tim sole1n"IY
and straightening herseif as thaugli ta look'
the worst in the face, "lprepare ta meet your
fate like a man and a dev-I mein,a wla
and a sister."

But 1 was not thus ta ho turned fron' nJ
purpose of reprimanding Tim for a reck*
lese expenditure of copper-cain.

IlTim," 1 said, fixing ber with a gaze
she could flot evade, "lyou gave that Mg"~
t wopence, and you knaw he would have beuf
porfectly satisfied with a penny." e

Here Tirn changed ber tactics
threw off the disiguise af a beroino of ro'
anco-six foot high at the iowest li '
tion-ready t) step into a watery grave
without a shiver ; an] descended rapidi to
the mental condition of a girl babYa
three and a half years aid ; frisked a


