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ing itaeif in different ways. The prestige of
the aid chieftain who so often led the Con-
servatire farces to victory was buried with
hini. Notwithâtanding the unquestioned
abiiity of the leader ta, whow the cliaice of
the part>' vas virtualiy shut up, distrust, if
not positive dialike, bua in man>' Conserva-
tive basanis taken the place of the intense
loyaity which made the will of the departed
chieftain the lav for hie foliovers. This
tendency ta diatrust lias noa doubt been
strengthened ln no smali degree b>' the sys-
tem of compensation and counterpoise ta,
which the present Premier faund or fancied
himselfobiiged ta reeort in the construction of
hie Cabinet. The resulting mosajo, however
skilfully put together, bas not. oaught the
popular fancy, even within the party. It
is general>' feit that the neceseit>' which led
ta the exieting combinatian vas inimnical ta
the cliaice of the strongeat materiai. Be-
aides the Premier and the Miniater af Fin-
ance, the number af stateemen af proved
and recognized abilit>' in the Governnient is,
it must be admiAtted, net large enough ta
beget that confidence and enthusiases which
are the sinews of part>' Ioyalty.

We are enumerating some af the cir-
cumetainces whioh have conspired ta, bring
about the state of unreet which bias given
to the Liberal leaders hope, and hasatbrnz-
lated them ta makeýýthe l.uold, and, frein the
farty poutof viïw,> samewhat dubious ex-
#ý0b= toe vhich they are now committed.
]l4 ut, unie.. ve are great>' mustaken, vahiave net yet touched upon the the moet
ýpatent factor lai producing the political situ-
ation, as it now ie. When Sir John Mac.
donaid led hie victariaus hasto ta victory,
under the banner of the IlNational Policy,"
ever>' student of political affaire knew that
the reai- secret of bis audden triumph was
ta bo found in the vorld-wide depressian in
trade and business af ever>' kind which at
that time paralyzed industry. and created
ahnaat universai diecontent and distrees.
The aid system lied failed ta brin1 or main-
tain prooperit>'. It vas therefore condemn-
ed, and the people were net oni>' ready but
auxiaus for a change. The>' were predis.
posed te velcome any new palia>' which
miglit be akilfuilly set befote them as a
means b! which the claud couid be dispelled
and preeperit>' restored. The N. P. vas
adopted, and post hoc, whetlier projuter hoc,
or net, the cloud vas graduali>' dispeiled,
and the sun af returuiing prosperity began
te shine. Shrewd observera ver. not want-
ing then who propheaied that s0 long as the
11good tunes " iasted the systein af protec-
tien woiild b. popular, but that the next
wave af depression, sure ta, came aiter a
term af yetre, would diapel the delusion and
open up the wa>' for a return te a revenuti
tariff. The Ilihard turnes" have returned,
and there are not wanting indications that
the prophea>' oea> short>' be fuifilled.'

Whioh af the aid parties is destined ta
lead the people by graduai ktag.s back ta,
the revenu4e.tseiff system, or whether the

change wiii be (ffected through tlie sgency
of n.v leaders and a new party, remnains to
be seen. Mucli vili depend upon the action
af the Gevrnment, vhich lias pro mised ta
investigate the âubject and ta initiate any
needed reforme. If the>' are vise ta under-
stand tlie signe af the times and ta, see what
is demanded ai tliem tliey may forestail bath
their aid -and ther new oppanents. If tliey
adhere, as the>' nov declare their intention
ai dc ing, ta the principle af protection and
make but aliglit changes in detail, and if the
Liberals in council can but manage te veid
their inharmoniaus ecliemes and proposais
inta a logical and consistent polio>', and
ixcome united in its aupport-and these
are large postulates-tieir chances viii be,
as we bave said, mucli better than they bave
been at any time during the at ten or
twelve yf are.

SPECIFIC DUTIES.

A gcod deal of agitation le go'ng on,
ln favour -of the total abandontiment of
specific duties, and the application of the
ad-valorem. principle, to ail articles lui-
ported. A few cases af apparent injustice
ta the Industrial classes are saught to be
establlahed, and on sueh siender pýrern'ses,,
a radical change af our ta.jQJ "Yét;îLn lis
demian«ed. ltttul-V iteMpîing te up-
hold the justice or fairness of every one
of the- Itemm of speciflc duties, and ex-en'
atmltting the neeesity ai important
ainendments, It may be clearly shown that
the propased change wouid reauit In great-
er evile titan advantages. One of the
ertrongeist arguknents ln favour of the
cpeclfic duties le Its tendency to chut out
Inferior or adulterated goods.

Anonz the articles In lthe chape of
grocerles on which speciilc dutles are now
levied, are :-Ale and beer, spirits and
wines, baking pawders, rîce aaid saga flour,
wa-t and other candie«, chlcory, cofiee
roa8ted, c iddr, cacoanutef and preparatons,
dried fruits of ail kînds, nuts, pickles,
sauces 'andJ catoups, soap coamnon and
fancy, ,etarcit, refined sugar, molasses,
mugar eyrups. eand!eg, tobaccos oi ail
kinds, canneI fruita, toqutoeo, jellies, jams,
mustard, lime juice, etc.

Il le certalnly desîrable that pure un-
adulterated gracerles mhouid be Imported
and eold. The x-ery great dlfflculty ýn
detedtlng adulterations ln muet af the
above articles, maltes lthe prohibition or
Pr'veni'tOn Of theïr Importation a
eound pollcy. Under specif le duties, lthe
aduiterated and cheaper article, pays the
saune duty per gallon or Pound as ls paid
by the pure and more valuable article, soi
that the preoent eystem encourages the
Imnport of lthe better, and discourages the
Import of the Inferlor goode.

In drugs, dyet and chem"Ics there le
a long llst o! those which are subject ta
specif le dulles, or partly specifie and ad-
vaiarem. Surely no one wlll dantend that
a pound or gallon ai impure drugs, dyes
or ehemîcals shouid be allowed ta, be im-
ported for a boas aniaunt af duty than
le charged on the sa4me quantity oi pure
goad@.

Among mantifactured articles -whlch
muay be claseed together, and on which
specifle duties are coiiected, and somie-
times ini confection wlth ad-valorem
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duties, are :-Carri-ages a.nd egO4
mowers, reapers, binderis, et. 0
cal instruments, billiard tables, Prltw

posters, labels and musie, Plate la

etc. Ail theee articles are S5 I)ject tO
cil je dlutie8, m-ainîy' because under

valoreni duties, the culled and inferior CI1
ilages, buggice, farta wag0lg , usc6
instruments, etc. Of1 AmericaU
tories wouid, under a mere nominal
valoreai duty, be dumpeuJ ul)Ofl CBJada

and the counltry would be flO0 0ed

5l10wy b>ut worthless articles-.40al
specifie duties on organs, pianali
ilages, buggilco waggons, bill*:ard
etc., are graduated acCOri1g ,'>t
th Ir v. In3, It eannot be eald of 41180
thý pd-( le dutl-s lavour the wa~*
dIassa.~

In th- czare ot dry gaods, ePec8I "dI
toqs. and woollens, muchliaY .,s @a'
dl parag m- nt of the p:eS(flt tarli

rang mi nts. Blea(ùh-d and uznb1 lib
eheetings, drills, ducke, etc.,arlrd
j t te, a duty o? jet. per quiaTz b»00
and 15 P. r c(nt. ad-va1orýM;ni Or e
and flalds, dyed or colour.ds d4I18S

qu ýr yprd, and 15 per c nt.;
batt:ng, etc., undyed or ra O
('te. p -r Yb. and 15 per cý nt.;COlO
(lyed, 3 cts. per lb. and 15 p3r
kii.tting and hoisery yhrn , dyed 17c
cd. 3 cti. rer lb. and 15 Prlt,.;

~~k~?lgsT'Ô es. p r, b.
c, nt.; w lne ya, 2 ets. pt(r ,qOr yadutt
15 per cent. It Is evident t Mt t] e 1e
:nvolve a great deal ut troublelu'N
atiile,%, ind tome Ilttie dfIIcutY #e 
f y.ng. Durýng the year 189-192,

cottoa manufacturtrs were a110W8 4 WO
port 42,075,440 ibs. 0! ra 5 ' fD
valued at $1k' 89,232, f re- of dutl- t
totz'.1 imports of cotton gooJ5 alop-
to $4 ,330,0030, 02ý which the dutY cO8~
was $1,211,518, avcrag'ng aba'-,
ctnt. \ lewed In the light Of a
t.ariff, uianuiactnrer?ý were obt (jmî>]9 s
the free entry of (otton, a bonlus of 1

$400, as conmpared ýwltPet

ehandise of this clase, vh:Cb Pey~ tQ
on the whole pioduct. The amO'0  8
duty colle-cted under the speclf id rate of
about $46,000. With the contiIu'0"ee
f ret, Imports oZ' cotton, the specf:C f
on Mianufactured cottons m Iglt b
Nw,,1 idsprffltd wth, and a-ýaOe*dw

only bc limposed, rang:ng fronm 20 Pt0
on cheap grades, up to 35 pef Cet.g
fine qualitles, and not averagll
per cent. ail round. 0

Iu the case of woollen goods, tue fi

tocnance of speclflc dutles le flOt Oui! lo
tiflable but Jndicions. One re" p.
that izas&nuch as Canada produr1c j
large quantty of woo)l, the Mulkt

o! woollen goode providesf for tb faoo

be reallzed by exporting the w001 'O

aiterwards importing It In tu hp e
blankets, ilannels, cloths, etC.
add.t'on to the wool of Camadlau growj-

Canada lmported ln 1891-9, 1c,
lbs forelgn wool, valted at $1694t1o

and admItted frise of duty. On ai11 10
a4nd 'many other woollen goodB l8s *k

a speclfic duty of 10 cents p
ln addition to ad.valoreni u
ranging froi 17 1-2 t
cent. A strang case la attes ted
made against thè speclflc duties Onu
1-n goode because they bear se re'Y~
cheap cloths and blankets au f
Thie ls true enaugh ta a crtaln e


