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THE WEEK.

PARIS LETTER.

What a pity that—

"It all the year were playing holidays.

To sport would be as tedious as to
work.”’ :

Statisticans, moralists, and relleving
officers attest that a New Year’s day re-
sembles a foretaste of the millennium, here
at least, and Paris, according to Victor
Hugo, is the universe in brief. The police
.have no occasion to make arrests; every
person {inds some employment; fewer peo-
ple die; the cabman make 50 per cent high-
er receipts; the beggars are allowed to go
about as they please; no one is hungry;
horses recelve fewer lashings, and mothers-
in-law are vertiable angles of the house-
hold. To still further illustrate the efficacy
of the holiday of the tirst of January,
Rochefort uttered no Red Infian screams
for the head of M. Coustans; M. Drumont
refrained from using his scapel on the
Jews; M. Andrieux revealed no more cor-
rupt legislators; Jules Ferry was not
anatomized; no allusion was made to &
new poison having been found in Barm de
Reinach’s remaing, and the latest residence
of Dr. Herz was not made known.

Per contra, the cold was intense; tipsters
complained it froze occasionally their
grog,a much surer test of low temperature
than the caking of the mercury in a ther-
mometer. Citizens displayed no marked
anxiety to remaln outside doors, once the
compulsory visitings were made, the cus-
tom any mutual admirations terminated,
and giits bestowed on the stand and de-
iiver lines of eternal friendship. The
churches were anything but thronged, but
then piety scored well on Christmas morn-
ing. Places of amusement were well pat-
ronized, an annual side split is as necessary
as a yearly outing. The Boulevards’ fair
was not a money making occasion for ven-
dors; except those selling very cheap toys,
and sweetmeats generally of English man-
ufacture. No booth-holder did more than
pay his way, and he might consider him-
self lucky did he do so. Unsold stocks will
do for next year’s novelties. Elther people
had no money, or they had taken a pledge
not to expend any. Many employees and
artizans received for their New Year’s gift
a notlce that their services had to be dis-
pensed with, business having declined. The
most singular llustration of hard times
wag the next to desertion of the food
shops. I passed through the working-class
tauburgs: the absence of Panta-gmelian;
preparations for the day was painfully
conspicuous;, the popular restaurants
never hired for stomack baiting so many
legs of mutton, quarters of beef, poultry
game, and fruit. The good things did not
draw. On preivous fetivals these cooking
and feeding establishmentg would be
thronged by a public feasting, or giving
orders for commodities to be gent to homes.
And at the central markets; where artlz-
ans and their wives are accustomed to
make their purchases for the day we cele-
brate they were on the present occasion
conspicuous by their absence ‘also.

The Panama scandal is gradually be-
coming less burning. So far as public opin-
ton’ ir concerned, a few miord legislators
culpable of corruption will not make
pruch difference; only all who have ilipped
fato the Canal Company’s cash box either

dlrectly, or indrectly, whether lor personal
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relief, or ‘“the honor and glory of the Re-
public ’mast be handed over to the Phil-
listines for execution at the gener«l
elections next October. No influence can
pow bar the revelation of the lagt vestige
of the corruption. Nor is it in the power of
the au. ho.itles even supposlng they desiied
to close the flood gates, to arrest the de-
nunciations, as the proofs exist independ-
ent of their control. Opinion has made up-
its mind, that the “old gang”of ministerial
parties and sect-leaders must give way

now to new and better men. M.Floquet has.

resolved not to offer himsell for re-election.
as Speaker of the Chamber; it is a pity a
phase of Panamism thus compels this los-
ing prematurely of a promising career; he
was a popular public man.” He will be sue-
ceeded either by Messrs. Maley, Brisson,.
or Meline. For the succession of M, Carnot,.
the betting is -now on M. Cusimir—Perier.

This gentleman is 45 years of age, and
grand-son of the celebrated premier under
Louls - Philippe, and whose sudden death
by cholera In 1832 was a calamity for
France; his monument in Pere le Chaise-
cemetery is amongst the most majestic In:
that city of tombs. His grandson has a.
brilliant record; he is a distinguished law-
yer though not practising. In 1870-71,
when 28 years of age and captain in the
mobiles, he took part in all the combats:
around Paris; he was at the side of his col-
onel, the Marquis de Dampiene, when the-
latter was mortally wounded at Bagneux,.
and amidst a shower of bullets carried a--
way the body of the Marquis. Entering on-

active political life on the cessation of the-

war, he graduated, as under-Secretary, in

the several departments of the State. Hé 1a-

a sound republican, one who desires the re-
public to be so in fact,and not in name. He-
accepts demoeracy, universal suffrage, and.
parliamentary institutions. He Is a gound
financier and a model chairman of com-

mittees. He belongs to no Little Bethels; .

of his own, and rather indifferent about
cultivating political friendships. These
draw-backs he Is r.apidly overcoming-
When the bill was Introduced for the ex-

iling of the Comte de Paris, he declined to-

take part in the debate and the vote, out

of respect for his grand-father’s relations.

with the Orieans family.

The material consequences of the Pan-
ama catastrophe are known and have done
their work. But more ser:ous for the natlon.
is the rejection of the Swiss commercial
convention, which involves as a con-
sequence, the breaking of trade relations-
with Belgium. The French do not compre-
hend the mature of their disasters; they
hug themselves in the gecurity of having-
locked out foreign Iimportations, their
home industries are placed on a sound foot-

ing; they never ask where are the markets-

for the surplug of their manufactures, and
when magazines are glutted, how labor is-
to be renumerated. The evil is done and can:
pot be remedied untll the general elections
return an ultra protectionist Chamber.
And as the electors to all appearence will
have thelr attention engrossed sweeping a-
way the “old gang® of pariiamentarians,
the life and death question of a recast tar-
iff will be over-looked.

In the very heart of hard-working Paris,
at 35 Rue St. Denis, a gingular Lodging:
House has been opened. It is close to the-
mansion where Eugene Scribe was born,.
and is reported to have been onee the pro-
perty of the poet Todelle. Who prided him.




