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Confessed, do not seem to be readily forthcoming, Eng-
lnd will feel constrained to undertake the enforcement of
the treaty single-handed, does not yet appear. It is not
inprobable that Russia is taking advantage of the jealousy
onf urkey and France, by reason of the Egyptian occupa-

to repeat the tactics which were successful on a former
lIelnorable occasion in securing important modifications of
the letter of a treaty which bore hardly upon her liberties.
41ne t is quite possible that these tactics may be again
8Dcessful. Indeed, leaving diplomatic considerations
%8ide, it is not easy to see, from this distance, why Russia
abould not be permitted to have access to the Mediterranean

DI time of peace, as well as other nations. May it not be
8Yel Possible that some generous concessions in this direc-

d nigbt in the end prove to be the very best diplomacy ?
Srd talisbury is not, however, likely to view the question

" that lightif ho can see his way clear to preserve the
uo by a more resolute policy.

SOMEOne bas said that there is no vice which so com-
P1lY saps the foundations of moral charactei- as

truthfulness. Certainly there is scarcely another wbich
clOsely followed by its Nemesis. The retribution in
caseB..ems to take the shape of a blunting of the

t eorl Perceptions, resulting in a state in which the mind
victim seems incapable of distinguishing betweeû its

tenaand its imaginings, or, in plainer English,
btese .truth and falsehood. Some sncb reflections asthra arise in the mind in view of recent incidents in thetrange history of the ex-leader of the Irish Home Rule
Pfoty Who but a little ago was so autocratic amongst his
foIOers, and whose skill and ability as a leader and
ctician Were so mucb admired by many, even of those

S bac no sympathy with bis political objects. Mr.
i fno longer, we suppose, sufficiently a power even

rishpolitics to entitle his speeches or movements toPecihî fewspaper comment. Still, it is impossible to viewVItl something akin ta pity, as well as disgust, the

eo tace of this fallen' leader making statements in public
""'y tO have them promptly and distinctly denounced as

Sfalsehod by men whose reputations for truthful-
are above suspicion. A specially glaring incident of

ond tok place two or three wteeks since at Kells,
re in a Sunday speech, Mr. Parnell said that Mr.

Orley saw him nine days before the famous verdict, and,k4aWing ow it was going, urged him to retain the leader-
Further, that for nine days after the verdict, ho

Ie in the same place where ho had seen Mr. Morley,t received no communication from him. These allega-
e lVTr. Morley at once contradicted distinctly and

datrcauy, declaring that ho never knew Mr. Parnell's
ir ?a'and that, in spite of his repeated applications to

m ournell's secretary, he was unable, after the verdict,
nUnicate with him before the meeting in Commit-

i toomi No. 15. Other statements made by Mr. Parnell
billonsawe speech in reference to Mr. Gladstone and Mr.
tie •0et with the same prompt and absolute contradic-

ur readers will remember that in the course of the
investigation Mr. Parnell coôlly admitted that ho

or One occasion deliberately lied in Parliament from
8 pof licy. We remarked at that time to the effect

Qu ef wo could thus unblushingly confess himself
af an act so base in the eyes of every honourable

leW as unworthy of public trust, no matter how com-
ti0 » h sinnocence in regard to the affair under investiga-
-e ?amnoîl' whole subsequent course bas justified the
of thece, and proven to the world that the whole fabric

habuan' character bas been disintegrated and rotted
itual falsehood.

0-pelTIOR OF THE MARRIED WOMAN'S
PROPERTY A CT.

I 'a Pleasing to witness the Lord Chancellor of Englandaecthe Master of the Rolls declaring, as in a recent
e c ré,that the old Roman law which placed the

nb virga viri is not and never was English law.
a declaration from such high authority must, wher-

Ilot0 't becomes known, completely dispel erroneous
toi.4Which have prevailed as to rights of restraint and
hiei ;Ilpossessed by the husband over the person of

But, as regards her property rights, somethinge than8pP y8 ,gr4.tan, a declaratory statement was necessary. And
th ýngly the legal status of *married women in respect
Ser property bas, for nearly half a century past,

1, a the attention of various Legislatures of this Pro-,)awell as those of the Imperial Parliament, and thetù»e tatures of other parts of the Empire ; and in that
Position ias, stop by stop, been advanced, until

he disabilities imposed by the common law, described
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by an eminent judge in our own courts as "the absence o
any separate legal existence," she now at last stands forth
equipped by statute with ail the rights and privileges, and
sustaining the obligations of a /ene sole.

By statute a married woman is now capable of acquir
ing, holding and disposing of real and personal property in
the same manner as if she were unmarried ; and the wages,
earnings, money and property gained or acquired by her in
any employment, trade or occupation carried on by her, or
in which she may engage, or which she may gain by any
literary, artistic or scientific skill, are ber separate pro-
perty, and may be disposed of by her as such ; she is capa-
ble of entering into and rendering herself liable upon, and
ai suing and being sued upon contracts, independently of
ber husband ; and she may convey lands ta ber husband,
ani the husband may convey lands to the wife without the
intervention of a trustee.

Much bas been written, and much bas justly been said,
in praise of the enlightened policy which bas accomplished
this great change, but upon the general subject I do not
propose to expatiate. The question with which I am at
present concerned, a question which concerns the whole
community, and particularly the commercial part of it, is,
as to whether these large powers and rights conferred upon
the wife are not, in many cases, used for purposes of dis-
honesty. The fact that almost in every sheriff's and
bailiff's office in the Province there are numerous unsatis-
flied writs of fi-/a against men whose wives are in business
or in possession of ample means which they never would
have possessed, if it bad ot been first acquired by the bus-
band, is a very significant fact. A man will take a build-
ing or other contract and obtain extensive credit, appar-
ently being in possession of property, but when his creditors
take steps to realize, the man owns nothing, his wife owns
everything. The courts will no doubt set aside a fraudu-
lent contrivance or conveyance made to defeat creditors of
tbeir just caims, and many such cases are constantly
before them.

Apart, however, from the legal or pecuniary aspect of
the question, if the tendency of the new law is in the
direction of lending aid or encouragement to fraudulent or
dishonest practices, or of lowering the standard of commer-
cial morality it is the clear duty of the Legislature by
amendment to apply such checks and safe-guards as will
counteract that tendency. A. H.

Toronto, August, 1891,

LIMA E LA BOR.

OME years ago the inventor of the Acme Skate called
my attention to thirteen skates displayed in order on

his office wall. These products of his brain and hand dis-
closed in a single view the laborious revisions to which
he had subjected his original conception. Compared with
the perfected skate the first was intricate and complex in
its structure. Every revision showed a less number of
separate parts, and this increasing simplicity resulted

.inally in a complete unity or wholeness of the implement
for the purpose intended. The inventor had repeatedly
revised his first conception, and its concrete expression in
steel. This is the history of ail mechanical invention. It
is equally the history of ail abiding products of thought
in which form is essential.

One artist uses stone or bronze ;
T<ne,iglit ais ssade ; ie, plastic speech;

Tsi catchs anti fix in ideai fsrîss
TisE rîsERs' is tise aimî of each.

Of all materials in which thought finds expression, lan-
guage is the most plastic and the most enduring. I have
bften thought what curious and instructive revelations could
be made by the waste baskets of the great poets-the
greatest masters of the embodiment of thought in perfect
form. Their best work appears so natural and complete
that we imagine these gifted souls are inspired, and that
they are, therefore, lifted above the necessity of patient
thought and toilsome revision in respect both of construc-
tion and verbal expression. If we could know the facts
we should find that the poems which live from age to age
embody results, both as to contents and expression, which
are the outcome of manifold unwritten or written
revisions. In proportion as we recognize this truth are
we qualified to appreciate the marvels of their achieve-
ments. Genius as ,vell as talent must put itself severely
to school. This is especially true when language is the
mnedium employed as the mould of thought, since no other
is at once so mobile and fluid and so rigid and monu
mental.

I wish to illustrate this process of limae labor-
revision, polishing, perfecting-by a reference to th~
poems o Lord Tennyson. The Poet Laureate is an
acknowledged master in the use of language, ranking next
after Shakespeare and Milton. In addition to his known
scrupulous care in composition before publication, we may
by a studious comparison of the various editions of his
poems discover abundant evidence of extraordinary
patience in perfecting the products of his genius. " In
Memoriam," the greatest and most elaborately wrought of
elegiac poems, was given to the world in 1850. The lyrics
which now appear as xxxix.,

and lix.,
Old warder of these buried bones,

0 Sorrow, wilt thou live with me,

were subsequently ioserted in the poem. Some forty lines,
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f in different parts of the elegy, have also undergone verbal

revision. Many instances of retouching could be cited
from most of his other poems, some of the changes pro-
ducing lines among the most beautiful the poet lias writ-
ten. To give a single example. When "A Dream of Fair
Women " was published in 1830 we had :-

The tai iasts fliker'd as they lay aldoat
The temples, and the people, and the shore

Une drew a sharp knif- through ny tender throat,
Slttwiy-and nuthlig msore.

We now have :-
The high inasts fieker'd as they lay afoat

'Plie crowds, the temples, waver'l, and the shore
lie bright death usvered at the victins throat t

Touched : ani 1 knew no more.
The most extensive revisions appear in "The Palace of
Art," and in "The Princess ; A Medley." I shall confine
myself to illustrations from this last poem. "The Princess"
was first published in 1847. The text was submitted to a
reconstructive and polishing process in the editions of 1848,
1850, 1851, and 1853, when it reached its permanent forn.
The poet's delicate sense of proportion and balance as well
as deftness and Hloratian vigour of expression are sharply
revealed in the process. In the edition of 1850:

His naie was Gaisa ;cracked and smiall his voice,
But bland the smile that pucker'di up his cheeks.

In that of 1851 :-

Hie naine wae Gama; cracked andti snal tis viie,But tiantd tse enile tint like a 4
wrinaiiisg wissd

On glassy water drove hise ceeks in lines.
The following is a noteworthy and suggestive instance of
successive changes. In the editions of 1847 and 1848

lswn froi the hastion'd walns we dropt lby night,
Ans liying reachss the frontier.

In the edition of 1850 :-
nown from the iastioned wall, suspense isy niglht,
Like threaded spiders, fron a halk, we dropt,
And flying reach'd the frontier.

In the edition of 1851:-
--- fron the bastioned wais

Like threaded spiders, eue by ne, we dropt,
And flying reaci'd the frontier.

There are many striking and beautiful lines omitted
from the poem after the editions of 1847 and 1848. ''lhe
reason for these omissions can be found only in Tennysoni's
increasing responsiveness to organic symmetry and co-
action of minutest parts. The following italicized lines are
examples of such omissions:-

More soluble is this knot,
L1e al'st an t/s arsct if ttteîi' Cis,
By gentleness than war. t want lier love.
Vhat were J nigher this altho' I sdas'is

Your cities ito shards with catapults,
And dusted down your doses wsith sungones.

From the reply of the "Princess " to "Lady Blanche,"
some twenty-five linos of vigorous satire have been ositted.
The character of the heroine clearly gains in dignity by
this revision. In the third edition, that of 1850, the Pro-
logue ànd Conclusion were re-written, and the fine pas-
sage of eighteen lines,

So Lilia sang : we thought lier half possess'd,
Bise struck such warbling fury thro' the words,

appeared for the first time. There were also numerous
slight alterations, omissions and additions in other parts
of the poem. The subtle references to the "weird seiz-
ures " of the "Prince," which stir the imagination so
deeply, werc all added in the edition of 1851.

These examples of limae labor, be it remembered, are
all drawn from what, for the time being, was a completed
product of a master of literary form, and which he had
given to the world. Could we inspect the revisions which
" The Princese" underwent before it was published in 1847,
the patient labour of the poet would command even more
fully our admiration.

The six intercalary songs in "The Princess " were first
published in the third edition. These lyries are even
more widely known than the poem of which they now
form so essential a part. They are among the most beau-
tiful in the English language, whose linked sweetness they
have borne to every civilized people under heaven.
Although these lyrics have not undergone any revision
since their first publication, their wonderful delicacy and
perfection of structure and form bear witness that they are

All perfect, finisied to the finger-nail.

A year ago through the generosity of a valued friend it
was my good fortune to come into possession of an auto-
graph copy of five of these lyrics-a copy made by thePoet Laureate before their publication. This manuscript
copy contains the well-nigh perfected text, yet it will be
seen that the work of revision did not reach its completion
until publication was made in "The Princess." The follow-
ing is a fac sinile reproduction of the MS.

Compare Shelley's "Prince Athanase ":-
-- but o'er the visage wan

Of Athanase, a ruftling atmospiere
Of dark emotion, a swift shadow ran,
Like wind upon somie forest-lssomed lake,
Glassy and dark.

There is another very beautiful passage in " The Princess " whici
was certainly suggested by lins of shelley's "Proinetheus Un-
bound"

A wind arose and rushedi upon the South,
And shook the songs, the whispers and tie shrieks
Of the wild woods together; and a Voice
went with it, " Follow, follow, thou shalt win."

-The hePrincess.
A wind arose among the pines ; it shook
The clinging mnusic fruints ieir tttughs, anti thenLow, sweet, faint sounds, like the farewen f ghosts,
\Vere heard : Oh, follow, follow, follow me

-Proethes Unbousnd.


