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"lreadY declined. The tone of the whole paragraph pre-
Pares, us for pretty strong, words in a special message,
'hold one becsent to Congress. XVe ventured to pro-

Phsimmrediately after the defeat of the Republicans in
the fal! elections-as any one acquainted witb the pecu-
ler POlitiCal system and methods of the Republic might
Pretty safely do-that the temptation to try to make some
PObitical stock ont of the Behring Sea affai r, bhy way of

ierinand offset, might p&-rhaps prove too strong to be
resisted, One flnds it dificult, at first tbougbt, to conceive

ofY a petext on whicb the Secretary of State, who, but
the Otherý day, was lauding arbitration in the Congress of
Anierican States as a guarantee of peace, can now, with
",y Show Of consistency, proinptly reject-it when offered
by the British Governrnent. That pretext is, however,
hifted at in the President'.s Message, and probably cor-
rectly indicated by the newspapers. "Mr'. Blaine will coni-
se"' te arbitrae on the vague question of wbat is required

Rh7 iternational good morals, but. not on te deinite con-
tttoiial One whetber Behring's Sea, is an open sea. Tbe

eprait7 is, we fear, that the dispute xill net only be
thet OP1, but wilî be to som extent agg-ra vated, duringt, CIling Presidential cainpaign. Some strong language

he& beRued and berole rneasures bnted at, but that any
C'elt act wjll be committed of sucb a kind as to compel
the firitish Government to take active rneasures to protect
VeýSelS arrying ber flau in the iNorth Pacifie is in the last

'àgre (Pulikely The iDernocratic character of the new

V1e of ePresentatives, and the -attitude of at least a
r7 ,iluential part of the Ainerican press and people are
xelent guarantees that a more prudent policy will

Prevail.

3?E lIteturn Of Sir Jolin Pope IHennessy for North Kil-
kenny b)y a ma ority of more than eleven bundred

1aet .eerer that xvhjcb bas been froni the beginning of
tf stgle pretty apparent, viz., that Parnell and the

.aet"Io 0 wbich adheres to hirn are igbting a losing, battie
1ii IrelandMb

4tter C The combined strength of the clergy and the
erca88 of electors make bepavy odids against one wbo

ter t eslyfghting for is.1 own position, rather than
ue ucess of the cause for whicb be professes to

ta. atever mnay be the effect of Parnell's failure,
t1ot caRU c an bs e Much more certain than tbat bis present

ijl r Ireandj would be the end of any possibility of
ereRle for many years to corne. lis own words and

tciCsaf
une d the conduct of the campaign, scarcely less than

any a.dOnele moral offences whicb gave rise to it, put
Y remi""n Witb tbe Gladstonîan Liberals ont of the

t0naa least for many years te .oome. We need flot
y tr rngue that sncb co-operation, and that alone, could

iteng Irîsh -e Rule within the spbere of practical
( th BUt on the otber baud, it is almost equally

1rjgh Nat n0 success which tbe McCarthy wing of th"e
t0lais Party can now gain, even assuming thatre'igtopresent the constitutional, as opposed to tbe

phy8ical
fo t re" reformers, can avail to restore Home

ctl the Position it occupied a few weeks ago in the

a loet f the nation. t is for the present, if not forever,Cuse. We shaih be surprised if this fact becflot

> -. t by the Gladstonians tbemselves before many more
whieh. ave pass8ed. The retirement of Mr. Gladstone,

'18ardC iOng th(' possibilities, would be conclusive in
ilpnahthe muatter. Apart from that, bowever, the

di'd ~'ty Of gaining, witb the belp of one wing of a
4tlddl Pry the assent of the Imperial Parliament

ai S 1bî w-(ith henar-y cbange, wbicb lias bitherto been
0lée1yeOhvitus belp of a solid I risb Party, must be

Ule n vou8to tbe most ardent believers in HometouraRfi t anacea for Irish ills. It is conceivable, of
that the Irisb representatives, though divided in

t kigh till unite their votes in support of a
krhi oudcosntt bn oeUta

bil ut it wonld be a reckless or a desperate
ihteacto l hc oudcnett hn vrta
co 0 0'Coftry asa prize t be fought for by tbe twe

of t e 'gfcto, In fact, tbe new evidence the eventsU4- a fe eeks. bave afforded of tbe divisive and
del Coeter ncies of Irish statesmanship must, bave

of ~ no a little to shake tbe faitb of the most sanguine
riple f O e Rulers in tbe present capacity of that
l~eh th cee55f0 self-mile. In tbe nidst of the despair

thet eepr'ý8it tate of tbings is well adapted to beget,
ti erha1 ts ')psSOme room for tbe hope tbat wben al
h of al v become thorougbly satisfied of the

%t ave reallv ulng the struggle on the present lines, al
airta IYtheifterests of Ireland and the Empire

t te dY e 'i to feel their way to some new arrange-
Olbebasis Of a comprehensive settlement of the
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land question and a liberal concession of municipal self-
government. The present seems certainly to offer a fine
opportunity for the leaders of the two great parties to show
to the nation and the world that tbey are statesmen first,
even if tbey mnst be politicians afterwards.

"8 RADSTIREET'S " for December 20, contains some
remarkable facts in regard to tbe decline of tbe

Mercantile Marine of tbe United States. Taking tbe
quarterly report of tbe Bureau of Statistics wbicb covers
the closing montbs of the fiscal year that ended June 30,
tbe latest statistics available, the writer shows tbat tbe
percentage of the total foreign commerce carried in Ameni-
can vessels bas declined duringr the last twenty-one years
from 35.6 in 1870 to 12.29 in 1890. Tbat is to say, tbe
percentage of tbe total foreign commerce carnied hy
American vessels in 1890 is little more than one-third of
the percennage se carried in 1870. A diagram graduated
for five-year periods shows tbat tbe decline bas been
5graduaI and almost uniform througbout tbe periods. Brad-
street's furtber says that close observers, in view of the
retumus quoted, predict the almost entire disappearance of
tbe flag of the United States from tbe ocean, and seeru te
bave good reason for the prediction. And yet the com-
merce in itseif is enormous, notwitbstanding the hîgh
tariffs, baving increased witbin the period covered by the
tables from a total of less tban $992,000,000 in value in
1870, to a total of more than $1,647,000,000 in 1890.
Statements of vessels entered and cleared show furtber
that England, Ontario and Quebec, Germany, British
Columbia and the Maritime Provinces of tbe Dominion
iead, in the ordeî- indicated, in the foreign commerce of tbe
United States. Anotber set of tables, gi ving the entries
and clearances of steamers, in distinction from vessels of
aIl classes, show that while 3,709,005 tons of foreign
steamsbips cleared for England, the American steamisbips
aggregated only the insignificant total of 41,648 tons, and
tbcre were ne clearances of American steamers to Germany,
the Atlantic ports of France, or the Netherlands, and ne
entries from Germany, Scotland, the French Atlantic or
Spanish Mediterranean ports. American vessels, bowever,
monopolize tbe sea-going commerce of the United States
with British Columbia, and bave a good lead also in tbat
witb the Maritime Provinces of Canada, and stand bigh in
the Cuban trade. This decline and approacbing extinction
of the commercial marine of a nation containing sixty-five
millions of people, doing an enormous amount of foreign
traffie, and occupying a country bordering on two oceans,
indented with numerous bays, gulfs and traversed by
majestic rivera, is a remarkable phenomenon. lt mnst bave
speciflc causes. Those causes, whetber found in a suicidai
fiscal system, in a tendency to effeminacy caused by luxur-
ions habits, or in other circumstances and tendencies, are
well wortb studying by Canadians, witb a view to profit hy
the objeet-lesson set before them as a warning.

GENERAL .STRANOE ON CANADA AND
A USTRA LIA.*

"IHAVE spent the greater part of a lifetime in Britain
Ibeyond seas. I was for fif teen yecars in Canada. For

the greater part of that time I was engaged as ene of the
senior officers employed in training the Canadian Militia.
Subscquently working on my ewn ranche, I saw a good
deal of the ordinary civil life of the country, and, as 1 had
the benour te command an independent colnmn during the
suppression of the Riel rebellion, I had the epportunity of
seeing the Canadian Militia actively engaged. Earlier in
life 1 was fer six years in varions parts of India, dnring
peace and war-service, from Calcutta te Ladak. I was for
some years in the Crewn Colonies (West Indian and Medi-
terranean>, passed througb Egypt, paid a short visit te
Ceylon and the Cape of Geed Hope, and I bave now just
retnmned from visiting ail the independent colonies of Ans-
tralasia." Witb this introdnction General Strange begins
bis series of articles, in the United Service Magazine, refer-
ring cbiefly te Australia and Canada. He is one of that
class of men, te be fonnd in large numbers only in London,
wbose wide experience bas been rendered possible by the
unique commonwealth of Great Britain, and by the spirit
of enterprise tbat animates ber sens. The mere fact that
be belongs te the military profession is qnite enongh te
excite a treng prejudice against him in minds that lose
their equilibrium at the sigbt of red as cempletely as tnrkey-
cocks. But while every profession bas limitations incident
te it, and-for that matter, every man bas bis limita-
tions and incomplete peints of view-it would be folly te
rule ont military men, eitber as observers or witnesses te
fact. Tbeir education tends te make them look at every
country from a defensive and offensive peint of view, but
it aise tends te makre tbem intolerant of wind-bags, and te

* In the United Service Magazine for October, Novemnber and
December.

bive tbemt a high sense of boneur and of the necesaity of
trtbfulness. Indispensable as this latter qualification is,
it is net se univensal, even in Erglish-speaking cotintries,
as we could fermeriy boast. The western senator wbo
considered West Point a Il nseless institootion," on the
grournd that "lyen cant get a West-Pointer te tell a lie
anyway," represents a very numerons cenatituency whose
standard is the sanie as bis, tbough they may net be
equally frank or explicit ii fermulatîng their reasons.
Xith an empire sncb as ours, it is ail-important that we
sbouid be correctly informed witb regard te the prevailing
sentiment and the real forces at work in the great cempo-
nient parts. Only in this way are we likely te escape
making grievons mistakes. Men, therefore, like General
Strange, wbe, wbile in Canada, identified bimself tboronghly
with our public and civil life, and wbo bas since made
bimself pretty well acquainted with the Australias and
New Zealand, confer on us a great boon wben tbey give
straigbtfor ward accounts of wbaùtbey bave seen and learned.
Especially dees it seemt important at this time that Canada
and Australia sbould know more of eacb other, as well as
Canada and the West Indies. In addition te Great Bni-
tain, those are the two main directions te which we must
look for increased trade. In saying this, 1, of course, mun
the risk of offending those superien persons wbo protest
ag-aînst any policy tbat contemplates the developmient of
distant markets, and assure ns that the only market wortby
of our consideration is the -United States. But wby did
Centrai Canada make sacrifices te get open ports like St.
John and Hlifax on the Atlantic, and Vancouver and
Victoria on the Pacific, if it did net contemplate trade
with the- wbole world t la it not aIso as clear as the mul-
tiplication table that the chief obstacle te trading with our
neighbotuns lies with tbem and net with ns, and that the
only way in which we can do anything te remove that
obstacle is by making our commerce of greater value and
more independent î In Australia pioper there are tbree mil-
lions of our [eow-citizens, intelligent, enterprising, weaitby
and - wbat is of more consequence .- friendly. These
are separated fromt Canada by oniy one ocean, and that,
everyone knows, rnatter less in trade than a distance of
one or twe thonsand muiles by land. Conld tbere be more
favourable circunistances for promising a rapid develop
muent of trade hetween two countnies ? And ought net
sister-colonies te treat eacb other as sister-statea do î These
are the questions for ns, and the present, tee, is the time
for answering them by wise and energetic action.

The recent hurried visit which 1 paid te Anstralia dees
not warrant my writing mncb about that great continent,
but it is sufficient te give me an appreciation of the caref ni
study that General Strange bas evidently bestowed upon
it, and te permit me joining himt in warning the public
against being led astray Ilby brilliant and imaginative
ready-writers of Irish enigin," whe flnd it easier te invent
their facts than te give careful stndy te the state of tbe
case. Witb tbem, one swallow makes a summer, especially
if they are anxions for the arrival of summer. A Mr.
Gossip, of New South Wales, quotes the report of a
French-Canadian meeting, in an obscnre newspaper, as
1 reof that Canadiaxis generally desire annexation te the
Ulnited States. In the samne way, writers witb us quete
fronm Australian newapapera, representing only the baser
elements of the population, te prove that there is ne coim-
mon sentiment, or ne censcionsness of a tie between
Anstralia and Canada, and that anyone who ai)pealed te,
sncb a sentiment weuld only be laugbed at for bis pains.
If tbey wish te quote fromt Anstralian newspapers, tbey
sbouid tell us what the Melbourne Argus and .4ge aay, or
the Sydney .Morning Hera(d, or the best papers of
Adelaide, Hobart and Brisbane. I know ne daily news-
papers ont8ide of Great Britain equal te tbe flrst tbree in
formi as well as contents.

The Anstralians are developing different types of men,
and therefore it dees net de te judge tbem fromt specimens
of one type that we may bave met. Essentially, they are
brave, eager, fond of amusement and excitement, and
more indifferent te religion than any other division of the
Englisb-spealring race. There is a greater diflèrence
between the country and city-bred Australian tban between
similan classes in other nations, and the difference is net
in faveur of the IIlarrikin'" Partly, imý may be, becanse of
tbeir isolation frorn ail tbe other great divisions of the
world, they bave less reverence fer the past, eitber for its
history, or its religion, or its monuments of art, than any
othen civiiized people. One of thein numerens touriste
remarked te me cencerning Westminster Abbey, that Ilit
looked oId and dirty." That, I think, was bis sole remank.
I suppose it migbt be paralleled by Mark Twain's indiffen-
ence te Columbus, on the greund that he had died se long
ago, and bis demand te "ltrot eut a live Egyptian and
none of your oid mummies," but there is ne need te write
under Mark's descriptions, this is satire, wbereas my
Anstralian friend was in sober earnest. On seeing anothen
venerabie pile, be-I think in strict trutb I sbeuid Bay
sbe-remanked scornfully te tbe paraiyzed guide, IlWbat's
the good of keeping up ail the ruins ini the country 1
Why don't yen pull thein down and build new bouses
with the atones?1" General Strange refers te a wealtby
and cnltivated Anstralian, a graduate of Oxford, wbe toid
bim, IlTbey' did net desire their yeung people te waste
time over the histories of played-ont oid peoples, but te make
bistory for themselves." 11e adds, 11I got ne clear answer
te my qnery, What sort of history do yen suppose wiii be
made by a people wbo are net only ignorant of the bistory
of the great race from wbich tbey sprang, but of ail other
races 1" This indifference te the past is semetimes

hkimi.-


