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years of our connection with her, bas neyer doue us one
act of injustice or tyranny 'yIs it a noble sentiment tc
deniand that Canada should strike the first blow at that
grand confederation-whose greatness she shares-and
which la at once the wonder and the pride of the civilized
world ? A fig for such sentiment !

We are already froe-free to thiuk, free to vote, f îg e
to speak, free to act. And ail this freedom we owe, und< r
God, to the example and assistance of Britain, and to the
efforts of men who would have died a hundred times rath, r
than serve the cause that you are serving or figlit the
battie which you are fighting. 1 feel very strongly on this
subject, Mr. Editor, aud as 1 close this somewhat lengthy
lettor, 1 do so with an oaruest prayer to the Lord and
.Rulpr of nations-in whose hand the future destiny of aur
boloved cauntry lies-that it will please Him te frustrate
the efforts of ail those who, like TuE WEEK, are endeavour-
ing to undo the work which so mauy gallaut arms and
noble minds have labourod to consummate.

TRUnE <CANAflIAN.

CANAIiIAN LOVALTIY.

To t/je PdUtoi o/fTHm WFEK

SmR,-An article ini a recent issue of THE WEEK by C.
P. Mciennan, of Halifax, cails strongly in question the
loyalty of Canadians generally to their Ilcountry, institu-
tions and ideas " as compared with people of the UJnited
States. The National idea in Canada, it seems, has race
and roligious differences to conteud with iu one part, a
spirit of provincial isolation and prejudice in another, and
the straggling and diebanded nature of its settlement
tbroughout. The condition of the country is painted aia
one of "lnational apathy and threatened disintegration."
The reasan of this allegod lack of loyalty ln Canada as
compared with the United States ia asserted to ho "ldue
ta a great extent to the independent status of the one and
the. depeudent status of the other." It must ho evident
that if the Canadian people are lacking in Ioyalty-the
spirit in which a people make common cause for the
common welfare-to, the exteut represented by Mr. Mc-
Ijennan, they lack the firat element necessary to make
an indepeudent existence possible, or at least successful.
To give snch a people indepeudence would ho to invite
subjei,,tion or anarchy. A people must have a national
spirit befare they are fit ta take place as a nation. To
may that they lack such a spirit is ta say that they are
unfit ta 1)6 a nation.

I t appears ta bc quite the faghion witlî a number of
writers, wha aff.et the coolly unpre.judiced, the closely
rêasoued, the calmly judicial tone, ta hold on variaus
grounds that Canada's presont la clouded, and its future
dark, and that neither the country nar people rank
stificiently bigh as compared with others ta assure a
national existence. l'le view which any persan gets of
any existing thing dopends very inuch on the staudpeiut
tram which he chooses ta take it. No doubt au unfavour-
abde and stili logically correct view of Canada's condition
and prospects can ho taken by those who choose ta take
the view in certain lights or fram certain points. 1If the
thiug critized is a failure merely because it does flot reach
each standard set up for it by its several critica, it is very
easy ta prove that Canada is a failure. It is quite
customary ta compare Canada with Great Britain or the
United States ta its disadvantage. Certainly Canada is
vmry far behind the former in, say, wealth, military
prestige and literary achievement, and behind the latter
lu population, wealtb, and many ather things of greater
or lesa importance. But those who are incliued ta make
these unfavourable camparisans should rememher that iu.
asmucb as Canada is neither Great Britain nor the United
States it is. differeut in many ways f rom bath, and that in
these- very differences may lie much of its attractivenesa
ta -its presont population. Althaugh it may ho far behiud
one or the other in this or that particular it may aiso ho
as far in advance cf either or bath lu others. While
Great Britain and the UJnited States excel Canada lu
achievement, it la a simple matter of fact that Canada
excels either in remaining appqrtuuities and possibilities.
Therefore, while Great Brltain and the United States are
perbapa botter ceuntries ta talk or read of, Canada is a
better couutry ta live lu and for than tboy. Praperly,
the question is nat, Doos Canada equal Great Britain or
the United States in certain particulars 1 but, Hus it those
elements that tend ta humen welfare lu as great a degree
as they, se that in due time it may reach a proportionato
devolopment? Oneocf these elemente is certaiuly layalty
-the spirit which impels the citizen ta do, ta dare, and
ta suifer for the preseut and future welfare cf his couutry.
That Canadians lu their present pasition are quite equal
ta their neighbours in this particular quality is fortunately
easy cf proof.

The swoeping charge of lack cf layalty made by Mr.
MeLonnan againat the people af Canada as compared witb
those cf the United States la based on the alleged mare
universal and enthusiastic celebration cf July 4tb south cf
the lino than of July lst north of it, which-latter celebra-
tian, Mr. McLennan says, la inainly confined te Ontaria.
This is surely a slight foundation upan which ta rest such
a weighty conclusion, especially if the enthusiasm mani-
fosted by the people cf the United States la taken at the
value placed npcn it by Mr. MeLennan whon he says:
"The latter's patrictisma toc cf ton degoneratos juta
nausoating cancoit, and Fourth of July oratiaus, wheu
dýprived cf froth and fustian, not unfrequently leave
nothing but a rosidue cf abominable bumptiouaneegs."

b Aiso, " This is possibly due lu great measure ta the
) ignorance cf the average American cof the resources and
t capabilities cf lands other than bis awu." Merely becau8e
1 Canadians do net show that national ignorance, that
1nauseating conceit, that abominable bumptiausuess, it is

surely unfair te accuse thein cf national apathy or ta
assert that their country la threatened witb disintegration.
The observance of the First of July is net conflned ta
Outario. It la observed as universally if net as naisily
throughout Manitoba, the North West and, perhaps,
British Columbia as the Fourth la in the United Statos.

1If the city cf Montreal were ta remain the centre cf
gravîtv, as it probably will the commercial capital, of the

country for ail timae, and if the First cf July l8 net
celebrated lu Quebec and the Maritime Provinces, and if
the importance attached by Mr. McLeunau ta that alleged
fact may fairl1y ho so attached, the national outlook la net
as pramising as wauld nieet the hapes cf sanie, although
far from as hopeless as others seem ta believe. But wheu
it la remembered that the contre cf gravity is each year
inaving westward, ta roat ultimately at Winnipeg or sanie
point further west; that, uotwithstanding the maguificent
distances between, from Montreal ta the Pacific Ocean the
cverwbelming majcrity of the people are eue in race, lu
religion, lu fellow-feeliug and lu national aspirations, it
niust ho evident that, admitting the warst view cf the
present case-the passible secession cf Quebec aud the
Maritime Provinces-time 18 averwhelmingly on the side
cf a numeous, a powerful, a great Canadian nation.

Admitting-for arguuîent's sake only-that there lsaa
lack cf sympathy between Ontarioanad Quebec au accaunt
of race and religiaus differencea, and between bath and the
Maritime Provinces on account cf the feeling cf extreme
provincial loyalty stili ruling lu the latter, there are bauds
cf interest ou bath ides sufflciently strong ta ensure the
continuance cf the counection between the eastorn aud the
western provinces, unless that conuoction is subjected teaa
9train mare severe than auy yet dreamied of. Au outlet
ta the AtIantin~l wiuter and suminer is a commlfercial
necessity ta Western Canada and it la very advantageauH,
if nat absolute.ly necessary, te have sucb au outlet undfir
sanie contraI. On the other baud, the ports of Quebec
aud the Maritime Provinc'-a stand no chance cf being
made leadiug ports cf the Ulnited 8tatea, even if these
provinces were annexed ta that country, while if separated
froni Western Canada they would net enjay auy advantage
regarding its traffic aver those of the Ulnited States, whicb
would be their present lags, and the absolute ruin cf their
prospects cf greatuess lu the future. The people cf Quebec
aud the Maritime Provinces have everything te gain by
the support aud advancemeut cf the Caniadian union, and
everythiug ta lose by its disintegration ; while the people
cf Outarioansd the west have every confidence lu theni-
selves and their country ta make it as good aud as great
as the greatest and Lest.

But b)otter than any amount cf abominable bumpticw..
ness displayed linIFirst of July orations, and btter than
any autount of speculation as te selfish and sectional
lutereats, as proof cf the loyalty of the Canadian people
te the national idea is the record cf the tweuty-one years
under canfederation. At what periad during the historv
cf the UJnited States or any other country was the national
spirit displayed ta a greater degree than it has been during
these years hy the four or five' millions cf Canadians lu
acquiring control of, gcvoruing and developiug ta a degree
that vast ares uow known as Canada? inluwbich acquire-
tuent, contral aud developmeut the people cf Quebec and
the Maritime Provinces had sud have equal part witb
those cf Ontario. Hew mauy yesrs bad the United
States existed as a savoreigu natien. and how many mil-
lions cf people and cf wealth did it contain hefore it
attempted sncb territorial acquisitions lu furtberance cf
the national idea? Haw aId wss the country and how
numieraus and wealtby the people befare the magnificent
distances existing lu that country, as lu this, were anni-
bilatod lu the first trans-continental railway ? And how
few tbe people cf Canada and bow lsckiug lu wealtb,
camparatively, wben that great work was paralleled and
excelled by thom 1 The one reasen given for the C. P. R.
was that it was a national necessity, sud ta that considera-
tien, amang all the peaplesansd interests from Cape Breton
ta Vancouver, al others had ta give way. The bigh
tariff policy-foreign ta the instincts, and perbapa the
interests, cf the majrity-was csrried and is maintsined
an the national cry. It ia strange that a people who have
sbown such enterprise lu the cause sud submitted ta sucb
sacrifices for the sake cf national aggrandisement and
progress should ho accused cf national apathy and their
country tbought to ho threatened witb disintegration.

But other proafs cf Canadisu layalty than the more
outlay cf money, the payment cf taxes, tho devisiug cf
s-ohemes sud the passiug cf bills are available. Tho grand
test cf leyalty la the williuguess. to risk, not property
alene, but lifo îtself for the cause cf country. Lcyalty
wbicb does net go ta that depth la cf littie use,' but loyalty
that doos la surely the 'rue metal. Wbenever the occasion
bas arisen for this si,ï1reme sacrifice the Canadiaus cf the
prosent day-as w_' . as their fathers-have been roady te
make it. The r'Jly ta meet the actual aud threatened
Fenian invasioas from '68 ta '70, and ta queli the Red
River and Sa,ýkatchewan rebellions, wore suroly hearty
and ready enough ta satisfy the moat doubtful cf the
cteptb cf loyâ1ty cf the people-a readlness and hoartiness
that was nover equalled in the United States froni the
tiuie cf the doclaration cf indepeudenco ta the present day,
no matter how loudly the people may talk or how many

a fire-crackers they miay explode on eacb succeeding Fourtb
a f July.
5 That Canada bas ta face difficulties whicb threaten the

t ntional existence is true-snd s0 bas every nation that
3ever was or ever will ho, nat excepting the United States.
)The fact that existiug difficulties are discussed freely,

generally, interestpdly and intelligently, with a view to
their solu1tion, la no proof cf tbîetatened dislutegratian,
but is rather au indication cf healthy life sud vigour.
Iuasmuch as perfection la uuattained and unattainable lu
this war]d, the nation lu wbich the question of national
impravement is nat a subject cf iuterested debate is lu a
canoition of stagnation teuding ta corruption sud cone-
quent disintegratian. If it la true, as Mr. McLennan
says, Ilthat the United States la ta the typîcal American
Ibe Alpha and Omega cf the universe. Beyoud its boni-
son hoe sees but faiutly, and discerna nothing that removes
frani bis mind the early iuculcated ides that bis country
heada the liat and that hoe hiniseif la the meat importaut
citizen that dwells witbin it," s0 mucb the wcrse for the
typical Amenican, and by sa much islaih handicapped lu
the race with bis Canadisu relative, wbo la net sa bliuded
hi' canceit as ta prevent hlm frem drawing frani al
sources the best cf ail the iwisdom that the world fram the
stores cf its cauntless ages affords. The more fact that a
difficulty exista 15 1n0 preartbat it will nat be avercome*or
avoided. There is no reason ta suppose that the difficul-
ties ucw lu view lu Canada are grester than those wbich
have been successfully avercome lu the preceding years.
There is every reasan ta believe that as those who have
growu up since Caufederation take part la public affaira
ta, a greater degree each succeeding year, the consideration
cf these difficulties wîll ho directed rmore ansd mure un
accordance with national ideas, ta secure national unity
aud develepment, as lu the nature cf thinga they could not
hoe wbile under the direction of mon traiued lu the narrow
gchool af provin>cial pclitics. The mare able these meon
the mare difficult for theni ta forget their early training
sud the more slowly milst ew ideas supplant theirs.
0f wham it may truly ho said, Iltbey builded botter
than they kuew."

That Canada's canuection with Britain lias tended
agaluat Canadian loyalty, Caniadian uuity, ar Canadiani
progreslu the pastïcr la likely ta do so lu the future, is
an ides so far-fetcbed as to ho ridiculous. As long as that
conuecticu is continued an as satisfactory a footing as lu
the past, ou the grounds of the mereat selfish interest, it
would appear that loyalty ta Britain aud loyalty ta Caniada
on the part af a resident of Canada were interchangeable
ternis. The four or ivo millions of Canadiaus wouild uever
have 1)001 able, would nover hiave dared, would neyer hav-e
boon permitted te rival their wealthy sud powerful iieigh-
hours ta the sauth as tbey bave doue, are daing, sud wil
do ta a stili greater extent lu the future, did they net
enjcy the prestige cf being a part cf an empire- more
wealtby sud more powerful than thase ueighbaurs. It is
nat conceivable that the fact of Canadians haviug always
had a living part witb Britain lun sîl its manifold werk-
inga lu every corner cf the eartb can bave dwarfed their
idoas, 8hrivellcd their loyalty, or unfitted tbem lu any way
for the work of national developmeut. Rather the efflect
must bave boon, sud bas been, to widen their ideas, add
ta their intelligence, inteusify their layalty, increase their
confidence, sud inforni theinicf their responsihilii les toaa
degree that bas been impossible witb the people of the
lUited States, wrspped for over s hundred years lu the
xnsntle cf their awu conceited ignorace-if Mr. Mc Lennan
is ta hoe believed.

With a country cf most immense ares, sud a yet un-
ceuuted wealtb cf fields of farest sud of mine, iuhabited
hy a hardy, a vigarous, an industrious, an intelligent sud
a pralific people,-excelled bv few if auy cf the nations of
the eartb lu these particulars-possossed af a deep religlous
feeling, the helief lu an absalute rigbt sud wrong-under
which their social, judicial sud pelitical institutions are
framed sud admiuistered; lackiug notbing lu euergy, lu
enterprise, or in courage, that falis te the lat cf the sous
af mou; there Io everytbiug lu the past, the presout sud
the future o? Canada ta develop ta, the bigbest sud noblest
degree that instinct cf loyalty whicb la bora with every
man who la wartby of beiug free-fromn whichbhirthright
Canadians bave net been debsrred.

Edmonion, Aug. 21, 1889. FRANK OLIVER.

MU>SICAND THE DRAMA.

MR, TORnîNGOerN, Mr. Edward Fisher, Miss Hillary,
Mr. J. W. F. Harrison, sud ather well-knewu mnembers af
the local professions are returued ta tewu. The Causer-
vatory cf Music issues lu goad tme a very noat prospectus
cautaiuing several new features. Mr. Gearge Suckliug
aIse returus freni Europe this week, where hoe bas been
makiig arrangements witb Mme. Patey, Sarasate, D'Albert
and othors, for concerts sud recitals lu Canada.

MME. MODJEs<A sud lber busbaud, Count Lozeuta, bave
heen visiting Mr. sud Mrs. R. W. Gilder, at Marlon, Mass.

THE engagement cf Mdlle. Lilian Nordica by Mr.
Abbey for bis Italian opera soascu lu Arnerica wss made
just before sailing. There is uo doubt that it was a wiae
move ou the part of the manager. It seema almost as if
Patti, Albani sud Nardica lu one compauy wonld ho an
embarrasaniont o? riches. Probahly the truth cf the
mattor la that Tamague, who is oeeof the groatest teora
lu the wonld, did not care to, siug with Albani. This,
indeed, waa the report in London, 0f course Patti aud
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