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CURRENT COMMENT,

A Literary Our  friend, Dr.
Feat. Thomas O'Ha gan,

' whose literary
achievements we sketched in the

RBVIEW at the beginning of this year,
has contributed to the Catholic World
-of September an article on ‘*Some
‘Canadian Women Writers,” which is
a veritable In the
-compass of seventeen pages he has
managed to speak, with judicial dis-
crimination and generally with critical
praise, of no less than forty-six women
who have'e'arned literary celebrity in
Canada. Twenty-nine of these are re-
presented by strikingly good portraits,
. The description of so large a portrait
gallery in such limited space would, in
any other hands, have been as dry as a
catalogue and as monotonous as a
dictionary ; but the skilful writer has
so deftly handled’ the gems of his
mosaic that no two are quite similas,
and the general effect is most pleasing.
The . reader rises from the perusal of
this article with full assent to Dr.
‘O'Hagans’s proposition, viz,, that ¢ the

‘tour de fotrce.’

literary expression of Canada is poetic,
and the literary genius of her daughters
for the present is growing verseward.
Canada has produced more genuine
poetry during the past decads of years
than .any other country of the same
population in the world.”

e ————
Regina Several of thess dis-
Buat Not tinguished’ ladies are
Winnipeg. Catholics, Of Mrs.

Leprohon in particul-
ar we are told that * she did perhaps
more thap any other Canadia,u writer
to foster and promote the growth of 5
natiopal literature.” Of course «the
learned Doctor refers only to those Wwho
wrote in English and does not include,

in his generalization the broad field pf|

French Canadian Jiterature. ** One of
her novels, Antoinette de Mirecourt,”
which, by the way, long since won the
honor of translation into French, **is
regarded by many as one of the best
“Canadian novels.yet writen. Simplicity
and grace mark her productions in
verse, Muvs. Leprobonlived in Mont-
real. and did her best. work in the
‘fifties,”” Dr. O'Hagan thus writes of
-one who is nearer to ourown time and
place: *‘Far out on the prairie from
the town of Regina, the capital of the
“Canadian North-west Territories, has
recently come a voice fresh and strong.
Kate Hayes kunows well how to em-
“body in & poem something of the rough
life and atmosphere found in the prairie
-settlements of the West. Her poem
** Rough Ben  is certainly uniqueof its
kind. Miss Hayes has also in collabor-
-ation composed a number of excellent
songs.”  Alas! that Winnipeg should
be less favored than Regina. And yet
had we not ample proof in last. year’s
Free Kindergarten Magazine that ‘the
-capital of Manitoba holds many &
graceful female pen? No doubt Dr.
«’Hagan, if he ever flit hitherward,

wﬁl cmve}‘;hr&&x‘ of Wini

Y

g failed . ‘notice any
in hi v’rwi&g{in:teresting
gallery. Etse lot “him lock “to his

laurels. .

The Globe Mr. William Henry

Review. Thorne’s third quart-
erly number for this
year is just out. However much one
may disagree with some of his views,
whatever he writes is interesting and
often very suggestive. He is pre-emi-
nently a free lance in Catholic literat-
ure and like the knight-errants of old
isnot to be held too strietly account-
able for his occasional errors of zeal.
The personal element is very strong in
Mr, Thorne and, as it has never been
properly toned down by & college or
‘university education, it crops up every-
where and often supplies the place of
argument. For a man of Mr, Thorne’s
temperament it is an irreparable mig-
fortune not to have heen submitted in

his youth to ‘that frietion of
mind  with mind which teach-
es & man his  shortcomings

and schools him in modesty,  Very
likely Carlyle was just as s lfopinjon-
ated as Mr. Thorne; but the sntoeratic

Thomas had studied in E inburgh
amid a host of literary lights uyd his
imperiousness was so far checked that
be preferred affirmation in the thixg
person to Mr. Thorne's ever-recurring
“I” It is this mania for obtruding
his own personality that has made the
Casket call him an ** insufferablg egotist
who wants torun the Catholic Chyreh.”
Insufferable, no; amusing, yes. His
very egotism lends an interess to Lis
Quarterly which is singularly lacking
in such encyclopedic salmagundis as
Mr. Stead’s Review of Reviews. Afrer
reading the latter, you put it down
with your mind in a state of incipient
chaos, utterly barren of ideas, whereas
the Globe Quarterly. either antagonizes
or chimes in with all one’s pet notjons
and set one’s brain machinery in
healthy motion. The September pym-
ber, out of sixteen articles, containg ag
many as seven from the editor's trench-
ant pen. The first paper is an uune-
cessarily violent answer to ** 8ycophant
crities of the Globe Review.” Calling
hames is not a really forcible style of
reply. Much more effective is such a
Sentence as the following: ** After
consulting +ith archhishops, monks
and priests who had already grown
interested ‘in the Globe even previous
to my reception into the Church, they
all, to a man, earnestly advised me to
continue the Globe on its old lines of
independent and higher criticism;.only
—as I had volautarily 1'e$olved——tlmt
henceforth, when it treated of religious
problems, it would be loyal to the
Catholic Church; but that did not and
does not mean loyalty to. the cranks
who misvepresent it,”

Christless
Churches.

Though all Mr.
Thorne’s deliverances
i are stimulating, per-
hﬁ:m the sanest-in this issue is** Prot-

estant and Catholic Churches,” which

diﬁ?l‘ahfm between an. heretical - temple
bereft 9t the Sucramental Presenco and
a real (‘-hﬂf, h with its tabernacle and
the Body of Chrigt. The writer relates
how lust S’éﬁiir.'fywhen visiting an old
Protestant Eplﬁéopal church in' New
England, he féi‘f;ﬁ'«‘ deeply that * the
divine and mystic Peesonce of the Lord
was not there, and my heart sank
within me, as I turned from the so-
called altar to the door; and sought the
clearer temple’of God’s own cloudiess
sky ; and were it again a shejce in my
life between Protestant churches and
the woods, I think 1 should tdke to the
woods,” ,
oo rcteten s mmsarmso e smaeere et o]

. Catholic World, of
last month, one good result of the con-
flict between gold and silver now rag-
ing south of our boundary. * The
bitter controversies of pretended relig-
ious bias are for once wholly futile. A

man’s creed cdn/ hawve so little ‘touch

pointy out very graphically the eternal

Mexican Mr, Robert J, Mahon
Prosperity, pointed out, in. the

witﬁ_the iss_xie of a moneta{‘;’zﬁstaxid&;&'
that if would be !_iﬁ%le bettel‘*_tﬁmu'sheei"
lunacy " to urge ‘iis application,” But
there is‘more. The champibns of the
silver standard are non seized with an

torted by ‘the ‘predimingnt pa rtuer f) rom
his jyiior by tforce majéill'ré;’jazainst 0is.
continnons groteéts, gm-sv;fur toaccount for
# drop of tw6 1hillions in the population. ..
How can we {lioke that leak ? How can
We arrest that perpetual decrease in the
population, which threatens, unless some-
thing can he done, to convert Ireland in-
to a cattle ranch, in whjch great herds
may be tended by

unusually enii';:htencd interest in Mex-
ican affairs. Hithergo the silver-pro-
ducing aud silver-using republic was
generally despised by our neighbors
because it is overwhelmingly Catholic.
At the present moment prejudice is
swamped by an eager search for camp-
aign facts. The "Examiner of San
Francisco sccured, a fortnight since, a
letter from President Porfirio Diaz,
maintaining that his country iS more
brosperous under the silver money
standard than it could be under & gold
standard. The same paper, in its issue
of September 27th, gives prominence to
another letter from a Mr. Ingolsby, of
Monterey, Mexico, in which he says :
" Mexico has no tramps; her laborers

i few cowboys, who
would alone remain to represent the ny-
tion whieh throngh the centuries hus
played so patheiic and tragic a part in
the affairs of the world.”

The Recess Committee answershy gta-
tistics about flax, butter, bacon and beef,
eges, flowers and (ruit, afforestation or
forest-growing, land reclamation, water

power, basket-making and cottage trades.
The report is most suggestive and emi-
Itreckons that Ireland
buys from the foreigner articles to the

nently practical,

value of a Lundred millions a year, all of
which could be supplied by the Irish if
they were Lut properly trained to utilize
their enormons natural advantages. By

are all employed, and their conditiop
will compare favorably with that of the
operatives of the Iarp;e manpufacturing
towns of the Eastern States.... Agri.
cultural products are high, corn being
worth from $1.50 to $2 a hundred,
barley about the same price.... No
railroad in Mexico ig to-day in the|wyien wil enable tl.em to act effectively
hands of receiver, and a Pullman bel‘th;'in political matters. Thus the recom-
costs but $2 in silver (one dollar In) endations of the Recess Committeg, if
gold).” Whatever may be the bearing carried out, will not only restore prosper-
of these facts on the question of bi-|ity ¢4 [relang but also remove by the ir.’
metallism, at any rate they furnish a resistible evidence of practical success
curious commentary on the theory that | ), cluef objections to Home Rule.
Protestantism alonscan make a country M-——

local  organization and  instruction
through exper:s, the Irish people wonld
#rquire, each in their own locality, more

of that cohesiveness and concerted action

prosperous. ' SCRIP FRAUDS,
— —_— The venerable and devoted mission-
, HOW TO MAKE IRELAND ary, the warmest friend of the Half-
PROSPEROUS. breeds, Rev. Father Lacombe, 0.M.1.,

Hope is dawning atlast for dear,down-
trodden Ireland. The Hon. Horace Plun-
kett, M. P., has foithed a commitiee to
create in every Irish parish a centre of
life for purposes of €0-operation and social
and industrial ameligration. . Extreme
Nationalists hke Jng‘Redmond sit gide
by side with thoroughgoing Unionists like
Lord Monteagle, Stanuci Presbyteriang
from Beifust join in. amicable discussion
with Monsigugr Molloy and Father T. A,

has taken up the cudgels in their de-
fence in the Free Press of last Thurs-
day. Weare glad to see that his time-
ly exposure of an unblushing fraud has
been vigorously endorsed by the editor
of our great daily. It will be remem-
bered that scrip, representing either
160 or 240 acres of land according as it
was attributed to parents or children,
‘was issiled to'the halfbreeds by way of
compensation pripr to 1885. This #orip

b0 unknowx persons.

'61‘iginaf:_aud van tgsé thiat the blanks
in the printed form arefilled in with the
‘namés of a halfbireed barent, his son
and the witness to the’! runsaction, the
latter being evidently l.¢ p <ot who
filled up the blanks, us s haifbreed
could not write. By this document a
halfbreed father yields up all the rights
of hiis son to ** al} grants of land. serip,
money or other compensation now due ”
“unto his said attoruey.” But the
blank reserved for the attorney’s name
remains a blank. Thus any designing

trickster, dealiug with an illiterate

haltbreed, could irsert in that blank

any name lie chose .nd the person there-

in named would alone be ** entitled to

receive said land, scrip, money or other

Compensation.” ‘

Of course the whole trausaction con-
stitutes a transparent fraud -and could
constructively. L brought under the
criminal charge of obtaining money
under false pretencis. Father Lacombe
says that over a thousang similar do-
cuaments have becn signed by unsus-
pecting halfbreeds. It seems thesharp-
ers had formed a combine to getm
session of a large tract of land by piees:
ing together the quarter-sections or
three-eighths-sections representedby the
scrip. But, thanks to Father Lacombe’s
opportune interference on behalf of his
friends, there is every reason to believe
that the fraud will ceaseinstanter. The
light of day will drive away the land-
sharks. Allhope of victimizing the half-

{ breeds is henceforth at anend for them.

Being  forwarned, the prospective
vietims, who are keen and shrewd when
once alive to the situation, will be tho-
roughly forearmed. They owe their
venerable protector a debt of undying
gratitude for his prompt exposure of this
barefaced trick. Others too, who, with
the best intentions, were misled into
abetting the efforts of the sharpers.
whom they had mistaken for honest
men, will no doubt set to work to dis-
abuse the halfbreeds and warn them
against delivering any such documents

—_ wb¥

A PRESENTATION,

Finlay, 8 J, The Recess Committee re-
port that they sought to trace Ireland’s

was afterwards made to represent cash
and, only a few years ago, was to be
industrial aiortcomings and commercial | found freely
d’sadvantages to thieir more direct causes,
Tuien they'sent speMal commissioners to
France, . Belgium, Holland, Denmark,

Baravia, Wartembery, Adstria, Hangary

circulating in the money
market, generally far below its face
value. Of late a rumor has been in-
dustriously spread abroad that the Do-
minion  Government contemplated a
second issue of seri p to the halfbreeds of
the Northwest. Whether or not this
rumor has a substantial basis of prob-
able fact, we cannot say, though we
are inclined to think that the Free

Press is too positive in its assertion

and Swilzerland. fo inquire into the
wethods of development in each of these
countries. Having yreceived their re-
ports, they proceeded to &olve from a
careful 8tudy of them all a schieme upon
which they conld agree as emhodying
that 1o moye scrip will be issued. Itis
not likely that the designing speculat-
ors who drew up the power of attorney

that wWhith wyy niost likely 10 heal the
ills of which Irelund complains, “ Iy is
signiicant’ gavg the Review of Reviews.
“that all the nembers of this Committes | reproduceq by us would have gone ro
‘—«Tory, Liberal, Nationalist, Paruellite, | the expenge of paying for it, as several
Cuathiolic und Preshyterian—iaye foundjof them have done, unless they had
no difficalty j, sgreeing as to whatooght | some reason to expect a rich return for
to he doue, ag 14 wiat cun be done, and | their outlay,

in lor‘uml(iling

their proposals in sach| ‘Their method is this. They choose

termis 8 ta muke tHem perfecily cleuar 1o | for their territory the outlying regions
every O06.who pagys any abtention 1o the of the Northwest where halfbreeds pre-
subject in bothy Epgland aug Irelungd.”

They lound thag o Lerjer 8¥Bten of cult-

dominate, sych plices. for instance, as
L'ile ala Crosse, sufficiently remote to
vation of the go.) could-easily donlile the
agricnlturalpm#lmzéfof Irelund aud thus

enable them to escape detection for a
time. Then they approach needy half-
add & handred miilion pounds sierling 10 breeds with the categorical assurance
her present f%:;i:ué. » Lt us hialve this -
estimate ; then lreland wonld be beuefit-
ed to the exteniof fifty 1wnlliovs sterling
# year. This would stop tlie roudtant
decrease in wbulminn,»which has gone
on steadily since 1811, Atthat date Ire-
land had 8,000000 inlabitants. Owing
to the tamine ang mnseqiwut exodue to
oar shores, thut flgure abrank in ten years
tq 6 500,000. . Tiig year the pepulation is
alinost two iﬂiﬂfous f]'oa'er than it was iy
1851. Mr. Btead says ; * There is no get-
ting round tlxa;‘ deadly record of accoxﬁ-
plished failure:. Irejand is hleeding to
death nnpder ang feet...... For the last
thirty vears we hyvebeen taxing Ireland
two milliong a Yeur In excessof what just.
ice Jemands. And this is not the wild ang
trautic record of exéned Nationaliste or
fanatical Home Rulers, it isthe deliberate
finding of Unionist historians, Unioniet
sweémen', Britisy financiers, and and.a
Finance Committugn‘-yrapidad over by,‘n
Unignist M. P, Tbyvo‘:‘ni‘lliona & year ex-

that the Dominion Government is about
to issue pyew scrip for their especial
benefit. The premier. being a French
Canadian and therefore presumably
partial to FrencH metis, will be sure,
they 8ay, to get this measure passed.
Next comes the bargain: **If you sign
this power of attorney, I will give you
ten dollars now and ninety dollars when
you receive your scrip.” The offer of
ten dollars in cash 1is simply irresist-
ible for too many impecunious hali-
breeds and so they sell their birthright
for a trifle and the promise of a larger
sum from irresponsible and insolvent
sharpers. Evenif the latter were nlti-
mately to pay:the full sum bargained
for. viz., a hundred dollars, they would
still make a profit of 140 per cent. in the
case. of . children’s scrip, which repres-
ents $240.

Father Lacombe was fortunate
enough to obtain one of these blank
 powers of attorpey. We have seon the

-

The Rev. Father MecCarthy, O. M.
I, left. Monday on a trip to his native
kome in Ireland, and last Sunday
evening was given a send-off which
spoke most eloguently of the hold he
has on the affectons of the parish.Al
the close of the regular evening sar-
vice he was called to the sanc.uary
rail, when Dr. J. K. Barrett steppad
forward and on behalf of the parigh-
foners read the followng address:

Rev. Joseph ‘MecCarthy, O. M. 1., st

Mary’s church, Winnipeg.

Rev. and Dear Father,—When the
parishioners of &t. Mary,s church
learned, from the lips of their rever-
end pastor, that you we e about tn
leave us for a short time to pay. a
visit to the land of yvour hirth, thev
at onee determined that they could
not allow the occation to piss wi h-
out giving expressoa to the high es-
teem | reverence and gratitude which
they - all entertain for you. Th'rty-
four years ago, fir:d with that apos-
tolic zeal which has ever brightly
burned in the hearts of the Irish racs,
you left parants a-d fri‘nds and the
dear “Island of S:ints and scholars’
te help to evangelize ‘this ‘great
Northwegt, To undzrstand and pro-
perly appreciate thd midgaitude of
this wndertaking we must carry cur-
selves back in imagination to the time
when thig country was not eitjoyng
the civilizing benelts of the present
day. The birch bark camoe of the
missiona,ry father has besn succzeded
bv the luxurious sleeper of thd Q. p.
B.. A toilzome ang a weary journey
of two or threz months, expcsed to
all kinds of hardships. may now be
made over our magnificent national -
highway in as many days, That you
have braved all these hardships and
labors in the cause of religion, and
never faltered in the path of duty, -We
have the testimony. of that wereat
apostld of the Northwest, the late
revered and deeply lamented Archbig.
hip Tache. All these 1abors ang
hardships, humbly and . uncstsntg-
tiously undertaken in so noble a gayse
have made your name revered whepe-
ever you are known, b4t to the Cath-
olics of St. Mary's eburch there are
yvet stronger ties of Union between
us. We hail in you reverend father,
the founder and ISt pagior of this
magnificent and.thriving parish. To
you belongs the honor of sowing that
first Httle mwstard ssed, whick: un-
der the blessinES of Godl. has grown
into the mgwriant ang wids- spreading
tree from ‘whose canopy we, tonizht,
address you. In g few more weeks
our beloved archbishop will bless for
divine Worship the ' new addition to
-our parish church, When this is dene
the little mustard seed which you so
lovingly.Sowed in- June, 1869, will have
grown Into the largest and most mag-
niflcient temple dedicated to the hon-
or and. glory of God in  this - great
Northwest, . -




